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1. INTRODUCTION 
This Architectural Heritage Impact Appraisal report in relation to development proposed at Bluebell Road, Dublin 12, has 
been prepared by RIAI Grade 1 Conservation Architect Hanna Loughnane, of Five-Seven Architects.  
 
The purpose of the report is to examine the site and its surroundings for their architectural, historical, archaeological, 
artistic, cultural, scientific, technical, and social importance, taking cognisance of all features that merit mention or specific 
conservation, and to assess the architectural impact of the proposed development on the historic features of the site. The 
report forms part of a Part 8 submission to Dublin City Council. It is to be read in conjunction with the architectural drawings 
and documents as prepared by Henry J Lyons Architects, and the planning documentation as prepared by Brady Shipman 
Martin. 
 
 
2. STATUTORY CONTEXT 
The site of the proposed development is the former Filter Beds of the grand canal, the existing maisonettes on Bluebell 
Road and the adjoining community facility and allotments. The site is zoned Z1: Sustainable Residential Neighbourhoods 
under the Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028. ¢ƘŜ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȊƻƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ άǘƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎέΦ 
 
There are no Protected Structures either within or adjoining the site, but the northerly portion of the site, adjoining the 
Grand Canal, is contained within the Grand Canal Conservation Area ς shown with red hatching at Fig 1 below. 
 
 

 
Fig 1: Extract from Land Use Zoning, Map D, Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028. Site of Proposed Development is outlined in red. 

 
 
2.1 Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028 
In accordance with the Planning and Development Acts 2000-2016, the Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028 contains 
objectives to protect the built heritage of the city. Chapter 11: Built Heritage and Archaeology, Section 11.3 notes: 
 

ά!ƴ ƻǾŜǊŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ often-competing demands of a modern city in terms of 
consolidation and future growth with the need to protect its intrinsic character. There is a need to ensure that Dublin 
City is a real and vibrant city where people live and work, not merely a tourist destination. DublƛƴΩǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
encouraged to live in the historic core and the challenge will be to provide sensitive and environmentally sustainable 
restoration of historic properties, suitablŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦέ 

 
The objectives of the Development Plan that are relevant to the site, are as follows: 
 

11.5.3 Built Heritage Assets of the City  
These include heritage assets such as conservation area land use zonings, mews structures, vernacular buildings, 20th 
century heritage, industrial heritage and street furniture, which may not be protected structures, but which contribute 
significantly to the streetscape and to the character of the city.  
 
Z2 and Z8 Zonings and Red-Hatched Conservation Areas  
The Z8 Georgian Conservation Areas, Z2 Residential Conservation Areas and red-lined Conservation Areas are 
extensive throughout the city. Whilst these areas do not have a statutory basis in the same manner as protected 
structures or ACAs, they are recognised as areas that have conservation merit and importance and warrant protection 
through zoning and policy application. 

 
The special interest/value of Conservation Areas lies in the historic and architectural interest and the design and scale 
of these areas. Therefore, all of these areas require special care in terms of development proposals. The City Council 
will encourage development which enhances the setting and character of Conservation Areas.  

 
As with Architectural Conservation Areas, there is a general presumption against development which would involve 
the loss of a building of conservation or historic merit within the Conservation Areas or that contributes to the overall 
setting, character and streetscape of the Conservation Area. Such proposals will require detailed justification from a 
viability, heritage, and sustainability perspective. 

 
It is the policy of Dublin City Council: 

 

BHA9 Conservation Areas  
¢ƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ 5ǳōƭƛƴΩǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ !ǊŜŀǎ ς identified 
under Z8 and Z2 zoning objectives and denoted by red line conservation hatching on the 
zoning maps. Development within or affecting a Conservation Area must contribute positively 
to its character and distinctiveness and take opportunities to protect and enhance the 
character and appearance of the area and its setting, wherever possible.  

 
Enhancement opportunities may include:  

 
1. Replacement or improvement of any building, feature or element which detracts from 

the character of the area or its setting.  
2. Re-instatement of missing architectural detail or important features.  
3. Improvement of open spaces and the wider public realm and reinstatement of historic 

routes and characteristic plot patterns.  
4. Contemporary architecture of exceptional design quality, which is in harmony with the 

Conservation Area.  
5. The repair and retention of shop and pub fronts of architectural interest.  
6. Retention of buildings and features that contribute to the overall character and integrity 

of the Conservation Area.  
7. The return of buildings to residential use.  

 
Changes of use will be acceptable where in compliance with the zoning objectives and where 
they make a positive contribution to the character, function and appearance of the 
Conservation Area and its setting. The Council will consider the contribution of existing uses 
to the special interest of an area when assessing change of use applications and will promote 
compatible uses which ensure future long-term viability. 
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BHA10 Demolition in a Conservation Area  
There is a presumption against the demolition or substantial loss of a structure that positively 
contributes to the character of a Conservation Area, except in exceptional circumstances 
where such loss would also contribute to a significant public benefit. 

 

 

BHA12 Industrial, Military and Maritime, Canal-side and Rural Heritage  
¢ƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ 5ǳōƭƛƴΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭΣ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƳŀǊƛǘƛƳŜΣ ŎŀƴŀƭǎƛŘŜ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
lock-ƪŜŜǇŜǊǎΩ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎǎΣ ƭƻŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǾƛƴƎ ŘƻŎƪǎύΣ ǊŀƛƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǊǳǊŀƭ όǾŜǊƴŀŎǳƭŀǊύ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ 

 

BHA16 Industrial Heritage  
¢ƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ 5ǳōƭƛƴ /ƛǘȅ LƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ wŜŎƻǊŘ 
(DCIHR) in the preparation of Local Area Plans and the assessment of planning applications. 
To review the DCHIR in accordance with Ministerial Recommendations arising from the 
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) survey of Dublin City. 

 

BHA17 Industrial Heritage of Waterways, Canals and Rivers  
To support and promote a strategy for the protection and restoration of the industrial 
ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊǿŀȅǎΣ Ŏŀƴŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǊƛǾŜǊǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǿŀƭƭǎΣ 
weirs, millraces, and the graving dock structures at Ringsend. 

 

 

BHA24 Reuse and Refurbishment of Historic Buildings  
Dublin City Council will positively encourage and facilitate the careful refurbishment of the 
historic built environment for sustainable and economically viable uses and support the 
implementation of the National Policy on Architecture as it relates to historic buildings, 
streetscapes, towns and villages, by ensuring the delivery of high quality architecture and 
quality place-making, and by demonstrating best practice in the care and maintenance of 
historic properties in public ownership. 
 

 
The site of the proposed development forms part of the Naas Road Strategic Development Regeneration Area. Policies in 
this regard are set out in Chapter 13: Strategic Development Regeneration Areas of the Dublin City Development Plan 
2022-2028. Chapter 13 notes: 
 

5 - Former Bluebell Road Regeneration Area  
This c.2.8 Ha site currently accommodates the existing Bluebell Road maisonettes development as well as the 
former Irish Water site adjacent to the Grand Canal. The maisonette units have reached the end of their lifespan 
and require either retrofitting or rebuilding. The overall site has the potential to deliver a significant quantum of 
residential development, in association with the regeneration/redevelopment of the maisonettes site. 
 
It is considered that given the scale of the site and the locational context that heights of up to 10 storeys could be 
delivered on the site subject to detailed design, conservation considerations and being in accordance with Appendix 
3 of the development plan. A masterplan shall be developed for the site. The masterplan shall address, but not be 
limited to, the following areas:  
 

¶ Appropriate interaction with and consideration of the Grand Canal and associated conservation area.  

¶ Consideration of the industrial heritage merits of the filter beds.  

¶ The potential for the Luas extension to Lucan to be incorporated through the site.  

¶ The potential undergrounding or design mitigation of the existing ESB power lines on the western end of 
the site.  

¶ Identification of locations suitable for locally higher buildings.  

¶ The redevelopment of the Former Irish Water and Bluebell Road regeneration area will be informed by the 
Bluebell ς A Framework for Renewal Plan. 

 
 

2.2 Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines 
The document Architectural Heritage Protection: Guidelines for Planning Authorities was published by the Department of 
Arts, Heritage and The Gaeltacht in 2004 to provide a practical guide to achieving compliance with Part IV of the Planning 
and Development Act 2000 on the protection of Architectural Heritage. 
 
Chapter 7 of the guidelines outlines the Conservation Principles to be adhered to when considering development in the 
context of historic buildings (or fabric). These Conservation Principles have guided the conservation strategy for the 
proposed development and the conservation methodology for the proposed works. 
 
 
 
3. HISTORIC BACKGROUND 
Following the establishment of the Commissioners of Inland Navigation by Act of Parliament in 1751, work began on the 
Grand Canal in 1756. An ambitious project, its purpose was to link Dublin City to the River Shannon and thereby facilitate 
the movement of goods and support the growth of the capitalΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǘƻǊΦ Construction commenced from 
Clondalkin, heading west, in 1763. The foundation stone of the first lock of the Grand Canal in Dublin was laid in 1773, and 
work began on the city sections. ¢ƘŜ άŎƛǊŎǳƭŀǊ ƭƛƴŜέ through Rialto, Portobello and on to Ringsend Docks was opened in 
1791. The canal was competed to the River Shannon by 1803, but problems delayed the opening of the canal to commercial 
traffic until 1804. 
 
 

 
Fig 2: Extract from Ordnance Survey 6-inch map. Surveyed 1836, published 1844. 

 
 
As can be seen from the Ordnance Survey 6-inch map of 1844 (Fig 2 above), Bluebell in the early decades of the nineteenth 
century was essentially a rural area. The Grand Canal is bordered by fields, although there are some small industrial uses 
located on the Bluebell River, a tributary of the Camac River. 
 
Little has changed by the time of publication of the Drimnagh Parish Map in 1865 (Fig 3 below). This coloured map clearly 
shows the buildings, roads and watercourses in the Bluebell area. The Grand Canal and its towpaths are clearly visible. The 
third, fourth and fifth locks of the canal, with their associated Lock Houses, are noted. 
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Fig 3: Extract from Drimnagh Parish Map of 1865. 

 
 
The Ordnance Survey 25-inch map of 1907 ( Fig 5 below) shows the original 4 Filter Beds at the fifth lock of the Grand Canal 
at Bluebell, which were constructed in 1868 to the design of Dublin City Engineer, Parke Neville. 
 
Dublin has had a piped water supply since the thirteenth century when water was diverted from the River Poddle to a series 
ƻŦ ƻǇŜƴ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭǎΦ ! ōŀǎƛƴ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ƴŜŀǊ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƭŜǾŀǘŜŘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŎƛǘȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŀǇƛŘ 
development of the city in the latter half of the seventeenth century, along with the emergence of industrial uses, placed 
the city water supply under severe pressure. In 1721 a new basin, The City Basin, was constructed by Dublin Corporation at 
WŀƳŜǎΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴew basin was elevated and capable of providing a greater volume of water to the city than the previous 
one. In a report on the Dublin Historic Industry Database, commissioned by the Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI) in 
September 2010, and prepared by Carrig Conservation, in association with Mary McMahon, Urban Heritage Consultancy, 
it is noted: 
 
άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мттлǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ .ŀǎƛƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀƭΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ōȅ мулсΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ǿŀǎ 
found to be completely insufficient for the needs of the citizens. Following construction of the Circular Line of the Grand 
Canal in the 1790s, water was taken from the canal at the 8th Lock at Portobello to supply the city. In the 1862, the 
Rathmines Township built a waterworks upstream of the 8th Lock of the Grand Canal from which water was taken. However, 
though representing a superb feat of engineering, the waterworks were unsuccessful, producing an indifferent and often 
inconsistent water supply. In 1868, Filter Beds were constructed beside the 5th Lock to supply water for industries in the city. 
¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊΣ tŀǊƪŜ bŜǾƛƭƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ 1 
 
Parke Neville (1812-1886) was a civil engineer, architect and land surveyor. The Dictionary of Irish Architects notes that he 
ƧƻƛƴŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ !ǘƘǳǊΩǎ [ŀƴŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǊƻƳ мупр ǳƴǘƛƭ мурм ƘŜƭŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎǘ ƻŦ /ƛǘȅ [ŀƴŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅƻǊ ŦƻǊ 
Dublin jointly with his father. In 1851 he competed successfully for the new office of City Engineer and Local Surveyor, later 
designated City and Waterworks Engineer. The Dictionary of Irish Biography notes that Neville: 
 
άǎŜǊǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǇŀōƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 5ǳōƭƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ 
ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŜǊƎȅΦέ 2 
 

 
1 DUBLIN CITY INDUSTRIAL HERITAGE RECORD 
2 Neville, Parke | Dictionary of Irish Biography 
3 ibid 

Neville was responsible for important civic works such as the paving of streets, provision of public urinals, and the designing 
of a drainage scheme for the city. He was also the architect for the Dublin City Fruit Market on Little Mary Street, which 
was cƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ōȅ {ǇŜƴŎŜǊ IŀǊǘȅΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ bŜǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
city of Dublin, was his work on the city water supply.  
 
άΧƘŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘŜ ǇƭŀƴǎΣ ǳǘƛƭƛǎƛƴƎ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƛŦŦŜȅ ŀƴŘ 
Dodder rivers (1848ς60). When the city council finally decided to promote a scheme using the Vartry water, it was Neville 
who drafted the parliamentary plans (1860). He designed the entire Vartry scheme, including the reservoirs at Roundwood 
and Stillorgan, and served as chief engineer on the project. Although it was a difficult process and met with vehement 
opposition, it was eventually completed in the early 1870s and ultimately proved to be one of the cheapest and most 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎ ŜǾŜǊ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ LǎƭŜǎΦέ 3 
 
 

 
CƛƎ пΥ tƛǇŜǎ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ±ŀǊǘǊȅ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀƭ ŀǘ [ŜŜǎƻƴ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǇƛǇŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ άtŀǊƪŜ bŜǾƛƭƭŜ /Φ9Φ 9ƴƎƛƴŜŜǊέΦ 

 
 
The Vartry scheme replaced the existing water supply from the Royal and Grand Canals. The canal water supply was 
retained for specific use by industries in the city. The Filter Beds at the Fifth Lock were constructed in 1868. bŜǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ 
obituary notes: 
 
άaǊΦ bŜǾƛƭƭŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭǘ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ƭƻŎƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀƭΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ƻŦ ǘhe 
breweries and distilleries of Dublin, in order to give them the same quantity of water (but at a higher level) which they were 
uǎƛƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ŀǊǘǊȅΦέ 4 
 
The main beneficiary of the water supply from the filter beds at the fifth lock was the Guinness Brewery. Arthur Guinness 
ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ōǊŜǿŜǊȅ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WŀƳŜǎΩǎ DŀǘŜ ƛƴ мтрфΦ ¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōǊŜǿŜǊȅ ƛǎ ƛƴŜȄǘǊƛŎŀōƭȅ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀƭΦ !ǎ 
waterways historian Brian J. Goggin noted on his website, Irish Waterways History: 
 
ά¦ƴŎƭŜ !ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ ōǊŜǿŜǊȅ ǿŀǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōȅ Ŏŀƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ōȅ ŎŀƴŀƭΦ Lǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǳǎŜŘ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ 
fleet of barges on the Liffey to convey its product to the Dublin docks and thence to the thirsty millions in Britain, otherwise 
forced to drink inferior beer. The Grand Canal Company distributed Guinness along its routes within Ireland; the last cargo 
ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴŀƭ ǿŀǎ DǳƛƴƴŜǎǎ ǘƻ [ƛƳŜǊƛŎƪΦέ 5 
 
Goggin notes that there is no truth to the urban myth that Guinness is brewed with water from the River Liffey. He cites 
the 1902 publication Ireland: Industrial and Agricultural, edited by William P Coyne, which states: 

4 OBITUARY. PARKE NEVILLE, 1812-1886. 
5 Uncle Arthurôs resting-place | Irish waterways history 

https://gsi.geodata.gov.ie/downloads/Geochemistry/Reports/IE_GSI_Dublin_Historic_Industry_Database_Report.pdf
https://www.dib.ie/biography/neville-parke-a6166
https://www.icevirtuallibrary.com/doi/pdf/10.1680/imotp.1887.21313
https://irishwaterwayshistory.com/about/irish-waterways-scenery/uncle-arthurs-resting-place/
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Fig 5: Extract from Ordnance Survey 25-inch map. Surveyed 1907, published 1910. 

 

 
Fig 6Υ 9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ hǊŘƴŀƴŎŜ {ǳǊǾŜȅ ά/ŀǎǎƛƴƛέ с-inch map of 1944. 

 
6 Coyne, William P. Ed., Ireland: Industrial and Agricultural, Dublin, Browne and Nolan Ltd., 1902, p. 472. 

ά¢ƘŜ DǊŀƴŘ /ŀƴŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōǊŜǿƛƴƎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ƻŦ ŀ ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǊŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ 
from Filter Beds at the fifth lock. The Vartry water, which forms the main supply for Dublin is used chiefly for boilers and 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ǎƻŦǘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǳǎŜŦǳƭΦέ 6 
 
The Ordnance Survey 25-inch map at Fig 5 shows the arrangement of the 4 Filter Beds designed by Parke Neville. The Lock 
YŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŦǘƘ ƭƻŎƪΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Filter Beds adjoining it to the east and south. The Filter Beds 
are surrounded by a wall which projects into the towpath of the canal. To the west of the Filter Beds, semi-detached 
ŎƻǘǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀƭ ¢ŜǊǊŀŎŜ ŀǊŜ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²ƻƻƭƭŜƴ aƛƭƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ƴƻǘŜŘ ŀǎ άŘƛǎǳǎŜŘέΦ 
 
The 1944 6-inch map shown at Fig 6 below is not as detailed as the 25-ƛƴŎƘ ƳŀǇ ōǳǘ ƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎƪ YŜŜǇŜǊΩǎ 
Cottage is no longer in use as the northern boundary wall of the Filter Beds has been altered to run straight across the front 
of the site and the building shown is smaller than the Lock House and is probably an outbuilding. The map would appear to 
show the double gateway in the northwest corner of the site, which is still in existence today. A small house and outbuilding 
ς the building nƻǿ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ .ǳƴƎŀƭƻǿέ ς is visible on the map at a small distance south of the Filter Beds. The map 
indicates that this building is accessed from the canal side, through the site of the Filter Beds. It does not have an access 
from Bluebell Avenue.  
 
The images at Figs 7 and 8 are taken from the British Aerofilms Collection and show the Filter Beds, and the wider context, 
as viewed from the south in 1948. 
 
 
 

 
Fig 7: View of Filter Beds from south, 1948 
[XAW019318] Mono Containers Ltd, Dublin, Dublin, Ireland, 1948. 

 

 

Fig 8: View of Filter Beds from south, 1948 
[XAW019314] Mono Containers Ltd, Dublin, Dublin, Ireland, 1948. 
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4. CURRENT CONTEXT  
 
4.1 General Context 
The series of aerial views at Figs 9-12, taken from the Historic Environment Viewer, show the development of the site and 
its immediate context from 1995 to the present day. The four blocks of Dublin Corporation maisonettes were constructed 
in the latter half of the twentieth century. Our Lady of the Wayside National School, to the south of the maisonettes on 
Bluebell Road, was founded in 1960. Bluebell Community Centre and the adjoining apartments, to the east of the Filter 
Beds, were constructed in 2009.  
 
 

      
Fig 9: Aerial View of Site and Context 1995                       Fig 10: Aerial View of Site and Context 2001 

 
 

     
Fig 11: Aerial View of Site and Context 2013                     Fig 12: Aerial View of Site and Context 2022 

 
 
A fifth filter bed had been developed to the south of the original four at some stage in the 1940s (it is not marked on the 
Ordnance Survey 6-inch map of 1944 but does appear on the aerial photos of 1948 at Figs 7 and 8 above). Two further beds, 
to the west of the original beds, were under construction at the time the 1995 aerial image was taken.  
 
 

At the time of the publication of the Dublin Historic Industry Database in 2011, it was noted that the Filter Beds were still 
in operation. The image at Fig 13 below is taken from the website www.marinas.com. It is undated but, as the adjoining 
residential and community centre development is not visible in the image, it dates from before 2009. It shows the four 
original Filter Beds still in operation (the most easterly bed is covered). The newer (post 1995) bed at the top of the image 
does not contain water, possibly dating the image to the latter half of the 1990s, soon after the construction of this bed. 
 
4.2 Current Condition 
The site of the proposed development comprises the Filter Beds, the Dublin Corporation Maisonettes, the small Community 
CŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ .ǳƴƎŀƭƻǿέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Community Allotments to the west of Our Lady of the Wayside National School. 
 
The Filter Beds are no longer used and have filled with soil and vegetation. The entire site is overgrown, and the former 
paths and hard-surfaced areas are difficult to distinguish under the ground cover. 
 
The gateway in the north boundary wall which gives access onto the canal towpath is boarded over and there is currently 
no connection from the site to the canal. The north boundary wall is the only remaining original stone boundary wall of the 
Filter Beds. All other boundaries are of modern construction. 
 
The maisonettes are occupied, and their grounds are well-maintained. 
 
The Bungalow is currently used by Bluebell Community Development Project as the base for various Community 
Employment and Charitable Schemes. Small garden areas have been developed around the bungalow and temporary 
buildings installed to the rear of the building. 
 
To the west of the national school, accessed off Bluebell Road, a community allotment is intensively used. 
 
 

      
Fig 13: View of Filter Beds and the Fifth Lock of the Grand Canal, from the east. Source: www.marinas.com   
Image is undated but was taken some time before 2009. 

 
 

http://www.marinas.com/
http://www.marinas.com/
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4.3 Detailed Analysis of Historic Fabric 
The Bluebell area has a close association with the Grand Canal. The fifth lock of the canal is located immediately to the 
north of the site. Historic fabric within the site is associated with the canal, and particularly with the Filter Beds which were 
developed by Dublin Corporation in 1868. 
 
 

 
Fig 14: The Site of the Proposed Development. 
1: Maisonettes, 2: Filter Beds, 3: The Bungalow, 4: Allotments, 5: Overhead power lines and pylons, 6: The Fifth Lock of the Grand Canal. 

 
 
The following is a detailed description of the historic structures present on the site: 
 
4.3.1 Filter Beds 
The Filter Beds are large, open, water tanks, fed from the canal by means of cast-iron pipework. Water was filtered through 
these holding tanks and piped onwards to industries in the south inner city. The four original Filter Beds are stone-built, 
their retaining walls are of coursed rubble limestone, capped with large, dressed granite capping stones. 
 
For ease of reference, each filter bed has been numbered on Fig 15 below. Beds 1-4 are the original filter beds which were 
constructed in 1868. 
 
Filter Bed 1 is covered. The perimeter walls have been raised by the addition of a couple of courses of concrete block and 
an insitu concrete beam cast on top of the blockwork in order to support precast concrete planks which form the roof over 
the filter bed. This roof has been in place for some time ς it is visible on the 1995 aerial image at Fig 9 above. Filter Bed 5 
was added in the mid-1940s. It is not marked on the 1944 Ordnance Survey map, but it is visible on the aerial photographs 
from 1948 at Figs 7 and 8 above. The aerial view of 1995 at Fig 9 shows that preparation of the ground for the construction 
of beds 6 and 7 was under way at that time. 
 
Without some excavation works, it is not possible at present to determine the original depth of the filter beds as they have 
been filled with soil and dense vegetation has taken hold. For this reason, it is also difficult to get a clear view of the walls, 
and their overall condition cannot be established at this stage. It is noted that in many cases the granite cappings of the 
walls are loose. Many cappings have also been removed from the filter beds for use in landscaping around The Bungalow. 

 
Fig 15: Current aerial view of the Filter Beds.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig 16: General view of the Filter Beds, looking east. Filter Bed 3 is in the foreground on the left, Filter Bed 5 is on the right. 
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Fig 17: Filter Bed 1 with concrete cover. Capping of Filter Bed 2 is visible on the left. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig 18: Capping of Filter Bed 2. 

 

 
Fig 19: Many of the granite cappings are missing from the edges of the Filter Beds. 
 

       
Fig 20: Concrete cover of Filter Bed 1 Fig 21: View down manhole in cover showing limestone wall of 

filter bed. 
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Fig 22: General view of Filter Bed 2, looking northwest towards the canal. Note missing cappings.  

 
 
 
 

 
 Fig 23: Granite cappings lying loose within the site. 
 

 
                                                    Fig 24: Filter Bed 7 is shallower than the original filter beds. Its walls are formed of insitu concrete.  

  


