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Dublin Airport’s

Whelan advert
broke code with
emissions claim

Average listener
‘would not know
carbon-cut claims
excluded aircraft’

CAROLINE O’DOHERTY

DAAbreached advertising ruleswhen it
ran aradio ad voiced by Marty Whelan
talking up its plans to cut greenhouse
gas emissions.

The Advertising Standards Authority
of Ireland (ASAI) upheld a complaint
by MEP Lynn Boylan that the average
listener would not realise the airport
was excluding flight emissions from
its claims, even though they make up
the biggest part of its carbon footprint.

Four other complainants raised the
same issue, including the Children’s
Rights Over Flights campaign.

The ASAT has instructed Dublin Air-
port’s operator DAA not to broadcast the
ad againwithout changing the wording.

Ms Boylan said that sanction was not
tough enough and did nothing to deter
“greenwashing” by companies.

DAA stood over its claims, but said
it noted the ASAI’s decision and had
taken steps to remove what it termed
a “perceived ambiguity” from the ad.

The ad was part of DAA’s “lift every-
one” campaign, which has been run-
ning while the authority fights for the
lifting of the cap on passenger numbers
at Dublin Airport.

Itwas on the theme that the business
lifts the Irish economy and the numer-
ous charities it supports. _

It continued: “Byhalving airport emis-
sions by 2030, we think we can lift every-
one’s future hopes even higher.”

Ms Boylan said the average listener

would understand this to mean that
emissions from flights would be halved
by 2030.

Airline flights generate huge emis-
sions and flying is the most carbon-in-
tensive activity the average person is
likely to-undertake.

However, DAA’s commitment is only
to emissions from the operation of the

Marty Whelan voiced the radio advertin hu;h DAA outlines plans to halve emissions. Photo:

airport, which mainly covers its build-
ings and vehicle fleet.

Fuel used in aeroplane take-off and
landings make up 90pc of Dublin Air-
port’s total carbon footprint, but it is not
counted in the 2030 goal.

DAAargued that these emissions were
not under its direct control.

It said it was switching some of its
fleet to electric vehicles, swapping die-
sel for low-emissions biofuel and build-
ing a solar farm to provide 10pc of the
airport’s electricity.

-was the “correct and accepted term” to
use when referring to cutting its carbon
footprint in this way.

It did notaccept that the ad exploited
the average listener’s limited knowledge
of what constituted airport emissions.

ASAlinitiallyrejected the complaints
but upheld them on appeal after Ms Boy-
lan carried out a survey that found most
respondents presumed airport emis-
sions included flights.

She also submittedreports fromwithin
the aviation industry that showed take-
offs and landings were often included
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when using the term “airport emissions”.
Ms Boylan welcomed the ASAT's re-

- vised decision, but said the consequenc-

es were minimal.

“It’s long past time that the Govern-
ment tightened up the regulations around
advertising standards and ensure that
there are meaningful sanctions,” she said.

DAA deputy director of communi-
cations Kevin Cullinane said: “DAAre-
mains committed to transparency in
our marketing communications and to
our role in supporting Ireland’s econo-

It told ASAI that “airport emissions”

my and sustainability goals”

Comhairle Cathrach
Bhaile Atha Cliath
Dublin City Council

AN TACHT UM PLEANAIL AGUS FORBAIRT, 2000 (ARNA LEASU)
NA RIALACHAIN UM PLEANAIL AGUS FORBAIRT 2001 (ARNA LEASU) - CUID 8

larrataséir:  Comhairle Cathrach Bhaile Atha Cliath - Rannég na Seirbhisi Tithiochta.
Suiomh: Béthar Ui Reachtuir / Béthar Chromghlinne
Togra: De bhun cheanglais an mhéid thuas, tugtar fogra leis seo go bhfuil sé beartaithe 38 n-arasan

coénaithe a thogail i bhforbairt tithiochta ar laithrean 0.32 heictear ag acomhal Bhéthar Ui
Reachtuir le Béthar Chromghlinne i mBaile Atha Cliath 12.

Is i Comhairle Cathrach Bhaile Atha Cliath a bhainisteoidh an fhorbairt bheartaithe, ina gcuimseofar;
s Bloc arasan nua a thégail
e Solathar 38 teach (10 uimh. tithe 1 leaba, 22 uimh. tithe 2 leaba, 6 uimh. tithe 3 leaba).
e Gairdin clés comhchoiteann tirdhreachtaithe a sholathar
e  Foirgnimh até idir 3 agus 4 stor ar airde.

e  Spasanna oscailte comhchoiteanna agus priobhaideacha a sholéthar; struchttir choimhdeacha agus
oibreacha bonneagair laithrean gaolmhar / bonneagar tacaiochta, tirdhreachu, athbhreithnid ar rochtain,
cosain, coiredlacha teorann agus gach saothar cumastichain, béithre agus seirbhisi riachtanacha eile.

e Fostaisitin nua BSL (Bord Solathair an Leictreachais) a thégail.

T4 teach sochraide 2 stér folamh agus foirgneamh scoile folamh sa suiomh faoi lathair. Deonaiodh Cuid 8
(Uimh. Thag. Chléar. 3687/20) roimhe seo chun na foirgnimh ata ann cheana a scartéil ar an suiomh.

Féadfar Pleananna agus Sonrai na forbartha beartaithe a iniichadh né a cheannach ar théille nach mé na
an costas réastinach a bhaineann le céip a dhéanamh i gcomhair tréimhse de 4 seachtaine 6 22/07/2025
le linn uaireanta oscailte poibli ag oifigi Chomhairle Cathrach Bhaile Atha Cliath, Cuntar Poibli, An Roinn
Pleanala agus Forbartha Maoine, Bloc 4, an Bunurlar, Oifigi na Cathrach, An Ché Adhmaid, Baile Atha
Cliath 8, Dé Luain - Dé hAoine 9.00am go 4.30pm. Ta na pleananna agus na sonrai ar fail freisin lena
n-initichadh ar line: https://engage.dublincity.ie/en-1E/ ar shuiomh gréasain na Comhairle Cathrach
www.dublincity.ie

Thainig an tUdaras Aitidil ar an gconcllid tar éis réamhscridu a dhéanamh nach bhfuil aon fhiordhéchulacht
ann go mbeidh éifeachtai suntasacha ag an bhforbairt bheartaithe ar an gcomhshaol agus, da bhri sin, nach
bhfuil ga le MTC. ;

Féadfar aighneacht a dhéanamh né tuairim a thabhairt maidir leis an bhforbairt bheartaithe, ina bpléitear

le pleanail chui agus forbairt inbhuanaithe an limistéir ina mbeadh an fhorbairt suite, i scribhinn, chuig An
Bainisteoir Feidhmitichdin, An Rannég Pleandla agus Forbartha Réadmhaoine, Comhairle Cathrach
Bhaile Atha Cliath, Oifigi na Cathrach, An Ché Adhmaid, Baile Atha Cliath 8, roimh 4.30pm ar 02/09/2025.

Féadfar aighneachtai a dhéanamh né tuairimi a thabhairt ar line freisin ar ardan Engage de chuid Comhairle
Cathrach Bhaile Atha Cliath - https://engage.dublincity.ie/en-IE/ roimh 23.59 p.m. ar 02/09/2025.

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000 (AS AMENDED)

PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS 2001
(AS AMENDED) - PART 8

Applicant: Dublin City Council - Housing Services Department.
Location: Rafter’s Road / Crumlin Road
Proposal: Pursuant to the requirements of the above, notice is hereby given of the proposed

construction of 38 residential apartments in a housing development on a site of 0.32
hectares at the junction of Rafter's Road with Crumlin Road in Dublin 12.

The proposed development, which will be managed by Dublin City Council, comprises of;
e Construction of new apartment block
e  Provision of 38 homes (10 no. 1 bed homes, 22 no. 2 bed homes, 6 no. 3 bed homes).
e  Provision of landscaped communal courtyard garden
e Building heights ranging from 3 to 4 storeys.

e Provision of communal and private open spaces; ancillary structures and associated site
infrastructure works / supporting infrastructure, landscaping, revision to access, pavements,
boundary treatments and all other necessary enabling works, roads and services.
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e Construction of new ESB substation.

The site currently contains a vacant 2-storey funeral home and a vacant school building. A Part 8
(Reg. Ref No. 3687/20) was previously granted for the demolition of the existing buildings on the site.

Plans and Particulars of the proposed development may be inspected or purchased at a fee not
exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy for a period of 4 weeks from 22/07/2025 during
public opening hours at the offices of Dublin City Council, Public Counter, Planning and Property
Development Department, Block 4, Ground Floor, Civic Offices, Wood Quay, Dublin 8,

Monday - Friday 9.00am to 4.30pm. The plans and particulars are also available for inspection
online: https://engage.dublincity.ie/en-IE/ on the City Council’s website www.dublincity.ie

The Local Authority has concluded following a preliminary examination that there is no real likelihood

of the proposed development having significant effects on the environment and therefore an EIA is
not required.
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A submission or observation in relation to the proposed development, dealing with the proper
planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated, may
be made, in writing, to the Executive Manager, Planning and Property Development Department,
Dublin City Council, Civic Offices, Wood Quay, Dublin 8, before 4.30pm on 02/09/2025.

Submissions or observations may also be made online on Dublin City Council Engage platform -
https://engage.dublincity.ie/en-1E/ before 23.59 p.m. on 02/09/2025.
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