
Welcome to iMEND 1 (Integrated Mobility, Ecology and 
Natural Drainage) - Portobello ‘Discover’ Engagement Event  
iMEND 1 - Portobello is a key part of Dublin’s efforts to become a climate-resilient city – as rainfall becomes more 
frequent and heavy, this project embeds natural drainage into Portobello’s streets to reduce flood risk and help the 
neighbourhood adapt. 

 About the Project 
Dublin City Council, working with AECOM, is improving the neighbourhood’s 
public realm within the iMEND 1 – Portobello project area – part of the city’s 
wider effort to build a climate-resilient Dublin as rainfall becomes more 
frequent and intense.

The project aims to make the neighbourhood greener, more vibrant and resilient 
by introducing nature-based drainage solutions that use planting, trees, natural 
features and rain gardens. These features help manage rainfall more naturally, 
reduce surface water runoff, while improving biodiversity, habitat creation, tree 
cover and providing more attractive streets for everyone to enjoy.

The project looks to improve how local streets and spaces look and feel to spend 
time, play and travel through. Potential improvements could include junction 
treatments that support lower vehicular speeds, improved crossings at side 
roads, more seating or enhancing spaces that would support community activity 
and play. 

Together, we hope these improvements can help create a greener, safer and more 
welcoming neighbourhood: a better place to live, work, spend time and play.

Your participation 
is important 

What is the iMEND 
Programme?  

Find out more:

This is a pilot project under Dublin 
City Council’s iMEND programme 
which will be expanded over the 
coming months and years. This 
programme aims to create a 
greener, more resilient Dublin by 
redesigning streets to manage 
water naturally, support biodiversity, 
and create better places for people. 
As the first project of its kind, what 
we learn here in Portobello will 
help shape how these ideas are 
delivered across the city.

 
We want the community who live, 
work and play in the Portobello 
project area to share their feedback 
on the information presented here 
today – it will help shape how this 
project develops.

Why is this project happening in my 
neighbourhood?
When it rains heavily in Portobello, water flows from roofs and roads into the 
drainage system underground and eventually reaches the River Liffey and Dublin 
Bay. As most of the ground in the area is hard surfaces – footpaths or roads – 
most of that water runs straight into the drains rather than soaking away naturally, 
picking up pollution along the way. What happens on our streets affects water 
quality downstream. If drains overflow it can impact the amount of wastewater 
entering our rivers and seas due to overflow.  

This project will look at how we manage that rainwater more naturally using nature-
based drainage solutions which will help reduce the amount of water entering the 
drains, while making the streets greener, safer, and easier to get around.  
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1. Welcome
iMEND 1 - Portobello

Scan the QR code 
or visit 
https://www.dublincity.ie/iMEND-
Programme
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Limited pipe capacity, as well as 
blockage, can cause local flooding.

‘Flashy’ flows can cause erosion of 
watercourses.

Quick conveyance of rainwater from 
site can increase the risk of flooding 
elsewhere.

Trees and plants are at risk of drought, 
due to lack of rainwater.

Pollution can be washed into streams, 
rivers and the sea. Hydrocarbons and tyre 
crumb are examples.
Recharge of groundwater and aquifiers 
is prevented and ‘baseflows’ to 
watercourses are lost.
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Multi-functional nature-based drainage solutions can 
serve, when dry, as significant community spaces.

Reduced risk of flooding over convectional drainage, 
as flows are held for longer within nature-based 
drainiage solutions.

River erosion can be reduced.

Components linked in series to trap silt and heavy 
pollution ‘at source’ before providing additional 
treatment.

Hydrocarbons are remediated via biological processes. 
Robust planting is required to manage this.

Trees and plants can benefit greatly from additional 
water inputs, particularly in stressful urban situations.
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Recharge of groundwater and aquifiers via infiltration.13

Habitat connections are made.14
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What happens to rainwater in a city with little 
nature-based drainage solutions? 

What happens if there are nature based 
drainage solutions?

Above diagrams from ‘Dublin City Council Design and Evaluation Guide 2021’ ©2021 McCloy Consulting & Robert Bray Associates

Please take a look at the boards around the room to find out more about the project, see what’s proposed for the coming months, 
and share your ideas and feedback with the project team. 



2. Project Area
iMEND 1 - Portobello

Sketch of Project Area prepared by AECOM, 2026.



Project objectives have been developed for iMEND 1 - Portobello, considering alignment with 
key objectives from EU, Irish and Dublin City Council sustainability, water, climate action, 
public realm and transport policies. The objectives cover the challenges the project will aim 
to overcome and the relevant areas for opportunity. They will be reviewed as the project 
progresses. The objectives are as follows: 

Reduce pollution in rainwater running off streets before it reaches the drainage 
network. When water passes through a grassed area or through a rain garden 
which has special layers it filters the water, improving its quality. 

Improve water quality

Manage rainwater more naturally at street level using nature-based solutions and 
greening. For example, tree pits soak rainwater into the ground around the tree, 
where it can be absorbed by the roots and released back into the air through 
evapotranspiration.

Reduce volume of runoff into the drainage network

Introduce more pollinator friendly planting and green space into the 
neighbourhood which will encourage bees, insects and butterflies.

Improve biodiversity in the area

Prioritise Green Infrastructure, greening and tree cover in the design.

Support Dublin City Council’s greening policies

Use the principles of universal design to provide safer crossings, calmer streets, 
welcoming spaces for people of all ages and abilities to enjoy.

Design for everyone

A better public realm will support residents and local businesses, encouraging 
people to spend time locally and creating a more vibrant neighbourhood.

Provide a better public realm

3. Project Objectives
iMEND 1 - Portobello



This timeline is indicative and subject to planning approval and future funding.

Options and 
Concept Design

1 Planning3
Detailed 
Design

4 Construction5
Preliminary 
Design

2

Develop design options using 
community feedback
OCTOBER 2026

Preliminary design 
development

WINTER 2026/2027

Planning approval process
SPRING 2027

Detailed design
SPRING/SUMMER 2027

Design engagement event (No.2)
Share your views on design options

WINTER 2026

Showcase engagement event (No.3)
Showcase design and share feedback before 
planning

JAN - FEB 2027

Ongoing stakeholder engagement
SPRING 2027 - SPRING 2028

Construction
Delivering improvements on 
the ground.

AUTUMN 2027 - SPRING 2028

4. Timeline
iMEND 1 - Portobello

Discover engagement event 
and community engagement 
period (No.1)
Share your ideas and feedback

SEP - OCT 2026

WE ARE HERE

Understanding the 
neighbourhood and 
community
SUMMER 2026

Project milestones
Key stages in developing and delivering the improvements

Engagement activities
Opportunities to share your views and help shape the project.



What happens next?   
 
Feedback and ideas from today’s ‘Discover’ 
event, and from the survey during the 
consultation period, will be reviewed by 
the project team as we move into the 
‘Design’ phase. We’ll use what we hear to 
help identify suitable locations for public 
realm, placemaking, traffic and nature-based 
drainage improvements, and develop design 
options. Once these are ready, we’ll hold a 
second event to get your feedback on the 
draft designs.

The project will work directly with the local community of Portobello between now and Spring 
2027 to develop a preliminary design that meets the project’s objectives and your needs. Here’s 
how to be part of it. 

Tell us what you know about this neighbourhood - your local knowledge will help shape the 
design as it develops.

 Your participation is important — thank you for helping 
shape the future of your neighbourhood.

What matters most to you in this 
neighbourhood? 

As a starting point - Take a look at the 
wheel – add a sticker to show us which of 
these matter most to you here.

Got other ideas? 
Pick up a pen and Post-it and share them on 
our boards. 

Want to tell us exactly where?  
Head to Board 9 (Share Your Feedback) to 
place your icons on the map and answer a 
few questions about this neighbourhood.

Share your feedback and get in touch: 

Scan the QR code or visit 
engage.dublincity.ie/en-IE/
projects/imend-1-portobello

iMEND 1 - Portobello, AECOM, 4th Floor, 
One Burlington Plaza, Burlington Road, 
Dublin 4, D04 RH96 

01 222 2222

wfd@dublincity.ie

Scan the QR code to complete 
our short survey

Everyone 
feels 

welcome

Easy to cross

Shade and 
shelter

Things to 
see and do

Places to 
stop and 

rest

Not too 
noisy

People 
choose to 
walk and 

cycle

People 
feel safe

Clean air

People feel 
relaxed

5. How to get involved
iMEND 1 - Portobello

Here at today’s event, or at future events 



6. What improvements could be proposed in your neighbourhood?
iMEND 1 - Portobello

What could be added to your street? 
Take a look at some of the ideas below and tell us which ones you’d like to see. Add a coloured dot to your favourites.

Credits: Claudiland (1, 7), Rainscapes DCC (2), Mary Wastie (3), Shanganagh (4), DCC How to Guide for Rainwater Planters (5), Ciara Rooney (9), Amazon (10), AECOM (6, 8, 11, 12)

Nature Based Drainage Solutions  
Using plants, trees, soil and natural 
materials (rather than pipes and concrete 
alone) to manage rainwater, cool the street 
and create habitats and support wildlife.   

Green Infrastructure / Greening   
Trees, planting and green spaces built into the 
street itself, not just added around it. Helps 
manage rainwater, improves air quality, and makes 
the street more pleasant to spend time in.  

Biodiversity  
Use of pollinator friendly plants will 
encourage insects, bees, butterflies 
and birds to the neighbourhood.  

Tree canopy and planting 

Pollinator plantingTrees and greening

Rainwater Planter

Rain garden with seating 

Rain garden

76
1

5

Rain garden 2

3 Rain garden with Tree Pit 4

Water feature

Pollinator planting for insects

Planting 9

8

10

Wildlife habitat

Pollinator planting for bees 11

12



7. What improvements could be proposed in your neighbourhood?
iMEND 1 - Portobello

What could be added to your street? 
Take a look at some of the ideas below and tell us which ones you’d like to see. Add a coloured dot to your favourites.

Play  
Informal spaces and features that let 
children – and adults – play, rest and linger, 
not just pass through.   

Placemaking  
Seating, art, signage and small design 
touches that give a street its own character 
and make it a place people want to be.  

Credits: Claudiland (1, 3, 5, 7, 8, 9), Ciara Rooney(2), Rich O’Conor (4), Bandon (6)

Play on the way and planting 1

Seating and planting

Play on the way and seating

Play on the way, seating and plantingPlay and seating

A swing

Informal play on the way

Play and shelter

2

3

Historical artwork and way finding

Wooden seating and planting

4

5

Seating and tree pits

Tree and artwork canopy

6

7

Seating and planting 8

Seating and planting 9



8. What improvements could be proposed in your neighbourhood?
iMEND 1 - Portobello

What could be added to your street? 
Take a look at some of the ideas below and tell us which ones you’d like to see. Add a coloured dot to your favourites.

Calmer, safer streets 
A neighbourhood that’s easy and safe to walk, wheel and cycle through – with fewer vehicles passing 
through, and those that do moving more slowly. 

Ways to help achieve this include features or barriers that reduce through-traffic while still letting people 
walk, wheel, and cycle freely, and gentle changes to the road layout that naturally slow vehicles down.

Additional Comments

Junction tightening

Modal FilterPlanted Buildout 2

Credits: DCC (1), Conor Luttrell (2), David Morris (3), Bandon (4, 5)

Narrowed road with seating, planting and pedestrian crossing

Narrowed side road entrance and crossing

Cycle parkingNarrowed side road entrance and raised crossing

3

4

51



Transport improvements 

Trees and greening 

Drainage and water 
management 

Placemaking and play

9. Share your feedback and tell us where you would like to see  
     interventions across the neighbourhood

iMEND 1 - Portobello

Consider what you’ve read about 
the project, the images of possible 
improvements, and your experience 
of living, working or travelling 
through the area. 

Place an icon on the map to 
show us where you’d like to 
see:

To help guide where you place your 
icons, think about: 

Where does water pool on your 
street when it rains? 

Is there anywhere that’s hard to 
cross the street as a pedestrian? 

Where would you like to see more 
seating, or space to rest and play? 

Where would you like more shade 
or greenery? You can also leave comments on Post-it notes, fill out our survey, or talk to the project team. 


