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1. Summary 
EcoÉireann was commissioned by O’Donnell + Tuomey to carry out an Appropriate Assessment (AA) 

screening exercise for proposed residential development on land at Crumlin Road / Rafters Lane, Drimnagh, 

Dublin, central grid reference O 12409 32058.  

The purpose of this report is to provide information and appraise the potential for this project to have 

significant effects, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, on any relevant Natura 

2000 sites (hereafter ‘European sites’).   

2. Legislation and Background 

Article 6(3) of Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of 

Wild Fauna and Flora (as amended) (hereafter ‘the Habitats Directive’) and EC Directive 2009/147/EC on the 

Conservation of Wild Birds (the “Birds Directive”) requires that, any plan or project not directly connected 

with or necessary to the management of a European site, but likely to have a significant effect thereon, either 

individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to an AA of its implications for 

the site in view of the site's conservation objectives. The requirements of the EC directives set out above are 

enforced in Ireland through the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats Regulations 2011). The 

possibility of there being a significant effect on a European site will generate the need for an AA to be carried 

out by the competent authority for the purposes of Article 6(3). Accordingly, a screening for AA in respect of 

an application for consent for proposed development must be carried out by the competent authority (in this 

case, the Local Authority) in order to assess, in view of best scientific knowledge, if the proposed project, 

individually or in combination with another plan or project is likely to have a significant effect on any 

European site.  

 

A Stage Two AA is required if it cannot be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that a proposed 

development, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will have a significant effect on a 

European site. The Screening (Stage One) operates merely to determine whether an AA (Stage Two) must be 

undertaken on the implications of the plan or project for the conservation objectives of relevant European 

sites.  

 

This document comprises sufficient information to enable the competent authority to perform a Stage One 

Screening for AA. The information in relation to the Screening Stage is presented in Section 4 of this 

document which comprises the Screening Report.  

3. Guidance 

This AA screening report has been prepared with reference to the following guidance documents where 

relevant: 

• Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland - Guidance for Planning Authorities. 

(Department of Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2010 revision). 
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• Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive: Guidance for Planning Authorities. 

Circular NPW 1/10 & PSSP 2/10. 

• Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 sites: Methodological Guidance on 

the Provisions of Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC (European Commission 

Environment Directorate-General, 2001). 

• Managing Natura 2000 Sites: The Provisions of Article 6 of the Habitat’s Directive 92/43/EEC (EC 

Environment Directorate-General, 2000 updated draft April 2015). 

• Guidance Document on Article 6(4) of the 'Habitats Directive' 92/43/EEC. 

• Guidelines for Good Practice Appropriate Assessment of Plans under Article 6(3) Habitats Directive. 

Findings of an international workshop on Appropriate Assessment in Oxford, December 2009. 

4. Methodology 

4.1 Site Visit and Desk Study 

The information collected for this report, to assist the competent authority to screen the proposal for AA, 

was based on a desktop study completed in 2022 and updated in 2025, and a single site visit carried out on 

25th November 2021 to view the site of the proposed development and characterise the existing baseline 

habitats and conditions on site. 

 

Information relied upon included the following information sources, which included maps and ecological 

data: 

• Ordnance Survey of Ireland mapping and aerial photography available from www.osi.ie. 

• Online data available on European sites as held by the National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) from 

www.npws.ie. 

• Information on the location and operation of the potential development supplied by the client in the 

form of their own safety statements, maps and related materials. 

• Information on the status of EU protected habitats and species in Ireland (National Parks & Wildlife 

Service).  

• Envirico Ltd. (2020) Appropriate Assessment Screening Report for proposed building demolishment at 

Crumlin Road site, Dublin 12 

The following planning and policy documents relevant to this site were consulted with respect to considering 

in combination effects with other plans and projects;  

• National Biodiversity Plan 2017-2021. 

• Dublin City Council Biodiversity Action Plan 2015-2020. 

• Dublin City County Development Plan 2016-2022. 
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• Draft Dublin City Council Development Plan 2022-2028. 

4.2 Author’s Qualifications and Expertise 

This AA Screening has been prepared by Ecologist Niamh Quirk, reviewed by Executive Director John 

Thompson, and authorised by Technical Director Claire Snowball. 

Niamh gained an honours degree in Biology from the University York in 2019 and a Master’s degree in Wildlife 

Conservation from the University of Chester in 2021. Niamh has been working as a consultant for over three 

years, initially as an assistant ecologist in 2021 and promoted to ecologist in 2023. Niamh has experience 

designing and delivering a range of ornithological surveys across a range of habitats. Niamh has also received 

formal training in the Habitats Regulations Assessment process and has experience of the screening process 

in relation to a range of projects in Northeast England. 

John holds a Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science, and a Master’s degree in Ecological Assessment. 

John is an experienced ecologist and has been a practicing ecologist for over 20 years.  John holds particular 

experience in ornithology, freshwater and marine habitats with substantial experience in protected species. 

John has completed an extensive range of ecological assessments with respect to potential effects on the 

Natura 2000 network throughout the U.K and Ireland. 

Claire has a Bachelor’s degree in Zoology from Royal Holloway, University of London, and a Master’s in 

Wildlife Conservation and Management from the University of Newcastle upon Tyne. She is a highly 

experienced ecologist who has worked in consultancy throughout the UK and Ireland for over 20 years.  Claire 

has significant experience in Ecological Impact Assessment, including both botanical assessments and 

protected species assessment and licensing, having worked on large-scale infrastructure projects and 

landscape scale developments within Natura 2000 network sites throughout her career. 

4.3 Stage One - Screening  

The above referenced guidance (Section 3) documents set out a staged process for carrying out AA, the first 

stage of which is referred to as Screening and involves the following process: 

1. Determining whether a project or plan is directly connected with or necessary to the conservation 

management of any European sites. 

2. Describing the details of the project/plan proposals and other plans or projects that may cumulatively 

affect any European sites. 

3. Describing the characteristics of relevant European sites. 

4. Appraising the potential for likely significant effects of the proposed project on relevant European sites. 

4.4 Stage Two - Appropriate Assessment 

Appropriate Assessment will only proceed if there is assessed to be a likelihood of significant effects occurring 

on any European sites, as a result of the proposed project, either alone or in combination with other plans 

and projects and where there is no requirement to apply the ‘precautionary principle’. 
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5. Overview of Proposed Project & the Receiving Environment 

5.1 Description of Proposed Project  

The project comprises the redevelopment of a complex of existing sites which are currently vacant but 

previously comprised of a school building and a funeral home. The proposal is for 38 no. apartments, all with 

private amenity space, arranged around a communal courtyard garden. A residents only access route passes 

through the development from the south-west to the north-east. These new homes will be for social housing 

and will be managed by Dublin City Council.  

Project foul and storm water drainage will be discharged and treated in accordance with standards through 

the existing foul and surface water drainage networks. 

The project follows on from a previously granted Part 8 application (Reg. Ref. No. 3687/20) for the demolition 

of the existing buildings on the site. This application was subject to a separate AA screening process, which 

concluded that there is no possibility of LSE occurring through the works. 

Figure 1: Proposals 
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5.2 Description of Receiving Environment  

Figures 2 and 3 outline the indicative location of the proposed development. The site is located on Rafter’s 

Road, off Crumlin Road (R110), in, Drimnagh, Dublin 12, Co. Dublin. The proposed site is located within an 

area of existing residential development within an urban setting. The site is located outside of any Natura 

2000 site boundaries. 

The Rafters Road site is located within a residential part of the city of Dublin and comprises a former school 

and funeral home, both of which are now vacant. Following the site becoming unoccupied, the grounds are 

composed of buildings, previously developed land and hard standing, and overgrown vegetation.  

There are no natural watercourses present on site and no standing open water. The vegetation where present 

between buildings comprises small areas of formerly landscaped ground associated which have become 

overgrown. Photographs of site conditions in 2021 are presented below. 

Photo 1: Areas of overgrown amenity grassland 

enclosed between buildings. 

Photo 2: Areas of overgrown amenity grassland with 

mature tree species at the perimeter. 
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Figure 2. Proposed Works Area 

 

Figure 3. Location of Proposed Development Within the Wider Area 
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6. Provision of Information for Stage One Screening  

6.1 Zone of Influence of the Proposed Project  

While there is no recommended distance from a proposal for which European sites are considered as being 

relevant for AA, the guidance (NPWS, 2010) recommends that ‘the distance should be evaluated on a case-

by-case basis with reference to the nature, size and location of the project, the sensitivities of the ecological 

receptors, and the potential for in combination effects.  

As a general rule, it is often considered appropriate to look at Natura sites which fall within 15km of the 

project, however, those which might introduce significant ecological or environmental factors such as 

significant traffic or pollution risk for example, may require sites to be examined at greater distance through 

potential catchment effects. Similarly, where large scale territories or ranging of important birds may take 

them beyond the boundaries of a designated site then a development in excess of 15km may have the 

potential to impact upon qualifying interests of a European site3.  

When analysing potential ecological impacts source-receptor-pathway connectivity is considered. For 

significant effects to arise, there must be: 

1. A risk from a 'source’ such as construction works at a site. 

2. A 'receptor' such as a Natura site or its qualifying interests. 

3. A pathway between the source and the receptor such as a blockage obstructing a flightpath to or from 

a Natura site or a hydrological link. 

It must be noted, however, that the presence of a pathway does not necessarily mean that likely significant 

effects will arise. The likelihood for significant effects will depend upon the characteristics of the source (e.g. 

duration of construction works), the characteristics of the pathway (e.g. water quality status of a watercourse 

receiving run-off from construction) and the characteristics of the receptor (e.g. the sensitivities of the 

European site and its qualifying interests). 

6.2 Relevant European Sites and Qualifying Interests 

There are 13 European Sites located within 15km of the development site (all distances are approximate). 

The relevant sites, their interest features distance and direction from the proposed development are 

presented in Table 1 below. Maps showing the locations of these Natura 2000 sites are provided in Appendix 

A. 

The site is enclosed from the north, east, south, and west by roads and existing residential gardens and 

boundary walls. Therefore, it is considered that due to the enclosed nature of the site it is not suitable as a 

terrestrial feeding or roosting resource for bird species listed as Special Conservation Interests (SCIs) of the 

surrounding SPAs, with the closest suitable area being William Pearse Park c.230m to the south of the 

proposed development site. 
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Table 1: European Sites Within 15km and Qualifying Interest Features 

Site Name (Site Code) Qualifying Features Distance Direction 

1. South Dublin Bay and 

River Tolka Estuary SPA 

• [A144] Sanderling (Calidris alba) 

• [A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) 

• [A149] Dunlin (Calidris alpina) 

• [A162] Redshank (Tringa totanus) 

• [A179] Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

• [A143] Knot (Calidris canutus) 

• [A192] Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) 

• [A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) 

• [A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) 

• [A130] Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) 

• [A194] Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) 

• [A193] Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 

• [A137] Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) 

• Wetlands 

6.75km East 

2. South Dublin Bay SAC 

(000210) 

• [1140] Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low 

tide 

• [1210] Annual vegetation of drift lines 

• [1310] Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand 

• [2110] Embryonic shifting dunes 

6.75km East 

3. Glenasmole Valley SAC 

(001209) 

• [6210] Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on 

calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* important orchid 

sites)  

• [6410] Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-

laden soils (Molinion caeruleae)  

• [7220] Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion)  

8.50km Southwest 

4. North Bull Island SPA 

(004006) 

• [A160] Curlew (Numenius arquata) 

• [A149] Dunlin (Calidris alpina) 

• [A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) 

• [A162] Redshank (Tringa totanus) 

• [A179] Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

• [A144] Sanderling (Calidris alba) 

• [A156] Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) 

• [A143] Knot (Calidris canutus) 

• [A169] Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) 

• [A054] Pintail (Anas acuta) 

• [A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) 

• [A048] Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 

• [A052] Teal (Anas crecca) 

• [A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) 

• [A056] Shoveler (Anas clypeata) 

• [A130] Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) 

• [A140] Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) 

• Wetlands 

9.50km Northeast 

5. North Dublin Bay SAC 

(000206) 

• [1140] Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low 

tide 

• [1210] Annual vegetation of drift lines 

• [1310] Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand 

• [1330] Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia 

maritimae) 

9.55km Northeast 
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Site Name (Site Code) Qualifying Features Distance Direction 

• [1410] Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) 

• [2110] Embryonic shifting dunes 

• [2120] Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila 

arenaria (white dunes) 

• [2130] Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey 

dunes)* 

• [2190] Humid dune slacks 

• [1395] Petalwort (Petalophyllum ralfsii) 

6. Wicklow Mountains SPA 

(004040) 

• [A098] Merlin (Falco columbarius) 

• [A103] Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) 

9.90km South 

7. Wicklow Mountains SAC 

(002122) 

• [3110] Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of 

sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae) 

• [3160] Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds 

• [4010] Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix 

• [4030] European dry heaths 

• [4060] Alpine and Boreal heaths 

• [6130] Calaminarian grasslands of the Violetalia calaminariae 

• [6230] Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in 

mountain areas (and submountain areas, in Continental 

Europe)* 

• [7130] Blanket bogs (* if active bog) 

• [8110] Siliceous scree of the montane to snow levels 

(Androsacetalia alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) 

• [8210] Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation 

• [8220] Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation 

• [91A0] Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the 

British Isles 

• [1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) 

9.95km South 

8. North West Irish Sea SPA 

(004236) 

• [A001] Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) 

• [A003] Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer) 

• [A009] Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) 

• [A013] Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus) 

• [A017] Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) 

• [A018] Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) 

• [A065] Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) 

• [A177] Little Gull (Larus minutus) 

• [A179] Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

• [A182] Common Gull (Larus canus) 

• [A183] Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) 

• [A184] Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) 

• [A187] Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) 

• [A188] Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) 

• [A192] Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) 

• [A193] Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 

• [A194] Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) 

• [A195] Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) 

• [A199] Guillemot (Uria aalge) 

• [A200] Razorbill (Alca torda) 

• [A204] Puffin (Fratercula arctica) 

11.12km Northeast 
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Site Name (Site Code) Qualifying Features Distance Direction 

9. Rye water Valley / 

Carton SAC (001398) 

• [7220] Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion)  

• [1014] Vertigo angustior (Narrow-mouthed Whorl Snail)  

• [1016] Vertigo moulinsiana (Desmoulin's Whorl Snail) 

12.40km West 

10. Baldoyle Bay SAC 

(000199) 

• [1140] Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low 

tide 

• [1310] Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand 

• [1330] Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia 

maritimae) 

• [1410] Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) 

14.45km Northeast 

11. Knocksink Wood SAC 

(000725) 

• [7220] Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion)* 

• [91A0] Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the 

British Isles 

• [91E0] Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus 

excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae)* 

14.45km Southeast 

12. Baldoyle Bay SPA 

(004016) 

• [A137] Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) 

• [A048] Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 

• [A140] Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) 

• [A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) 

• [A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) 

• [A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) 

• Wetlands 

14.75km Northeast 

13. Rockabill to Dalkey 

Island SAC (003000) 

• [1170] Reefs 

• [1351] Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) 

15km East 

* Extracted from the relevant NPWS site synopsis for each site 

 

6.3 Identifying Potential Effect Pathways 

Given the nature of the proposed development being a residential development within an existing residential 

area located outside of any designated site boundaries, and the range of qualifying habitats and species 

associated with the Natura 2000 designations listed in Table 1; the following potential effect pathways can 

be ruled out within this screening assessment. 

(1) Pollution events during works –due to the significant distance and lack of a hydrological connection 

between the project area and the designated sites.  

(2) Pollution events during operation - due to the significant distance and lack of a hydrological 

connection between the project area and the designated sites.  

(3) Disturbance of qualifying features during works - due to the significant distance between the project 

area and the designated sites.  

(4) Displacement of qualifying species during operation from land which may hold a functional role in 

supporting SPA bird species - due to the existing developed nature of the site and the lack of suitable 

foraging habitat within the project area. 

(5) Direct habitat loss and / or damage affecting designated land –due to the significant distance and 

lack of a hydrological connection between the project area and the designated sites. 
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Given the nature of the proposed development, the range of qualifying habitats and species associated with 

the Natura 2000 designations listed in Table 1 and their respective conservation objectives listed in Table 2, 

below, it is considered that there will be no potential for Likely Significant Effects from the proposed 

development. This analysis is shown for each relevant Qualifying Interest and Special Conservation Interest 

in Table 3, below. 

Table 2: European Sites, Associated Conservation Objectives and Identified Threats and Pressures  

1. South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA (004024) 

Special Conservation Interest Conservation Objectives 

[A144] Sanderling (Calidris alba) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Sanderling in South Dublin Bay and 
River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa 
lapponica) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Bar-tailed Godwit in South Dublin 
Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and 
targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A149] Dunlin (Calidris alpina) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Dunlin in South Dublin Bay and 
River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A162] Redshank (Tringa totanus) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Redshank in South Dublin Bay and 
River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A179] Black-headed Gull 
(Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Black-headed Gull in South Dublin 
Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and 
targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A143] Knot (Calidris canutus) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Knot in South Dublin Bay and River 
Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A192] Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Roseate Tern in South Dublin Bay 
and River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and 
targets: 

• Passage population: individuals 

• Distribution: roosting areas 

• Prey biomass available 

• Barriers to connectivity 

• Disturbance at roosting site 

[A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose 
(Branta bernicla hrota) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Light-bellied Brent Goose in South 
Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes 
and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis 
squatarola) 

Grey Plover is proposed for removal from the list of Special Conservation Interests for 
South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA. As a result, a site-specific conservation 
objective has not been set for this species. 
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[A130] Oystercatcher (Haematopus 
ostralegus) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Oystercatcher in South Dublin Bay 
and River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and 
targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A194] Arctic Tern (Sterna 
paradisaea) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Arctic Tern in South Dublin Bay and 
River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Passage population 

• Distribution: roosting areas 

• Prey biomass available 

• Barriers to connectivity 

• Disturbance at roosting site 

[A193] Common Tern (Sterna 
hirundo) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Common Tern in South Dublin Bay 
and River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and 
targets: 

• Breeding population abundance: apparently occupied nests (AONs) 

• Productivity rate: fledged young per breeding pair 

• Passage population: individuals 

• Distribution: breeding colonies 

• Distribution: roosting areas 

• Prey biomass available 

• Barriers to connectivity 

• Disturbance at breeding site 

• Disturbance at roosting site 

[A137] Ringed Plover (Charadrius 
hiaticula) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Ringed Plover in South Dublin Bay 
and River Tolka Estuary SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and 
targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

Wetlands To maintain the favourable conservation condition of the wetland habitat in South Dublin 
Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA as a resource for the regularly occurring migratory 
waterbirds that utilise it. This is defined by the following attribute and target: 

• Habitat area 

2. South Dublin Bay SAC (000210) 

Qualifying Interest Conservation Objectives 

[1140] Mudflats and sandflats not 
covered by seawater at low tide 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Mudflats and sandflats not covered 
by seawater at low tide in South Dublin Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list of 
attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area - The permanent habitat area is stable or increasing, subject to 
natural processes. 

• Community extent - Maintain the extent of the Zostera-dominated community, 
subject to natural processes. 

• Community structure: Zostera density - Conserve the high quality of the 
Zostera-dominated community, subject to natural processes. 

• Community distribution - Conserve the following community type in a natural 
condition: Fine sands with Angulus tenuis community complex. 

[1210] Annual vegetation of drift lines Specific conservation objectives are not outlined for this habitat but a general aim of 
attaining and maintaining Favourable Conservation Status is assigned. 

[1310] Salicornia and other annuals 
colonising mud and sand 

Specific conservation objectives are not outlined for this habitat but a general aim of 
attaining and maintaining Favourable Conservation Status is assigned. 

[2110] Embryonic shifting dunes Specific conservation objectives are not outlined for this habitat but a general aim of 
attaining and maintaining Favourable Conservation Status is assigned. 



 

 

ECOE21 017 Appropriate Assessment Screening Report – Crumlin Road / Rafters Lane 

 

 

14 

 

3. Glenasmole Valley SAC (001209) 

Special Conservation Interest Conservation Objectives  

[6210] Semi-natural dry grasslands 
and scrubland facies on calcareous 
substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* 
important orchid sites)  

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Semi-natural dry grasslands and 
scrubland facies on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* important orchid sites) 
in Glenasmole Valley SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: non-native species 

• Vegetation composition: woody species and bracken 

• Vegetation structure: broadleaf herb:grass ratio 

• Vegetation structure: sward height 

• Vegetation structure: litter 

• Physical structure: bare soil 

• Physical structure: grazing or disturbance 

[6410] Molinia meadows on 
calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden 
soils (Molinion caeruleae)  

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Molinia meadows on calcareous, 
peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae) in Glenasmole Valley SAC, which is 
defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: non-native species 

• Vegetation composition: moss species 

• Vegetation composition: woody species and bracken 

• Vegetation structure: broadleaf herb:grass ratio 

• Vegetation structure: sward height 

• Vegetation structure: litter 

• Physical structure: bare soil 

• Physical structure: grazing or disturbance 

[7220] Petrifying springs with tufa 
formation (Cratoneurion)  

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Petrifying springs with tufa 
formation (Cratoneurion) in Glenasmole Valley SAC, which is defined by the following list 
of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Hydrological regime: height of water table; water flow 

• Physical structure: tufa formations 

• Ecosystem function: water quality - nitrate level 

• Ecosystem function: water quality - phosphate level 

• Vegetation composition: community diversity 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: algal cover 

• Vegetation structure: sward height 

• Physical structure: trampling/dung 

• Indicators of local distinctiveness 

4. North Bull Island SPA (004006) 

Special Conservation Interest Conservation Objectives 

[A160] Curlew (Numenius arquata) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Curlew in North Bull Island SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A149] Dunlin (Calidris alpina) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Dunlin in North Bull Island SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 
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• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa 
lapponica) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Bar-tailed Godwit in North Bull 
Island SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A162] Redshank (Tringa totanus) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Redshank in North Bull Island SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A179] Black-headed Gull 
(Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Black-headed Gull in North Bull 
Island SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A144] Sanderling (Calidris alba) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Sanderling in North Bull Island SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A156] Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa 
limosa) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Black-tailed Godwit in North Bull 
Island SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A143] Knot (Calidris canutus) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Knot in North Bull Island SPA, which 
is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A169] Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Turnstone in North Bull Island SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A054] Pintail (Anas acuta) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Pintail in North Bull Island SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose 
(Branta bernicla hrota) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Light-bellied Brent Goose in North 
Bull Island SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A048] Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Shelduck in North Bull Island SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A052] Teal (Anas crecca) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Teal in North Bull Island SPA, which 
is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis 
squatarola) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Grey Plover in North Bull Island 
SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A056] Shoveler (Anas clypeata) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Shoveler in North Bull Island SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 
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[A130] Oystercatcher (Haematopus 
ostralegus) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Oystercatcher in North Bull Island 
SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A140] Golden Plover (Pluvialis 
apricaria) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Golden Plover in North Bull Island 
SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

Wetlands To maintain the favourable conservation condition of the wetland habitat in North Bull 
Island SPA as a resource for the regularly occurring migratory waterbirds that utilise it. 
This is defined by the following attribute and target: 

• Habitat area 
 

5. North Dublin Bay SAC (000206) 

Qualifying Interest Conservation Objectives 

[1140] Mudflats and sandflats not 
covered by seawater at low tide 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Mudflats and sandflats not covered 
by seawater at low tide in North Dublin Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list of 
attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area  

• Community structure: Mytilus edulis density  

• Community distribution  

[1210] Annual vegetation of drift lines To restore the favourable conservation condition of Annual vegetation of drift lines in 
North Dublin Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area  

• Physical structure: functionality and sediment supply  

• Vegetation structure: zonation  

• Vegetation composition: typical species and subcommunities 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

[1310] Salicornia and other annuals 
colonising mud and sand 

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Salicornia and other annuals 
colonizing mud and sand in North Dublin Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list 
of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area  

• Habitat distribution  

• Physical structure: sediment supply  

• Physical structure: creeks and pans  

• Physical structure: flooding regime  

• Vegetation structure: zonation  

• Vegetation structure: vegetation height  

• Vegetation structure: vegetation cover  

• Vegetation composition: typical species and subcommunities Vegetation 
structure: negative indicator species - Spartina anglica  

[1330] Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-
Puccinellietalia maritimae) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-
Puccinellietalia maritimae) in North Dublin Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list 
of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Physical structure: sediment supply 

• Physical structure: creeks and pans 

• Physical structure: flooding regime 

• Vegetation structure: zonation 

• Vegetation structure: vegetation height 

• Vegetation structure: vegetation cover 

• Vegetation composition: typical species and subcommunities 

• Vegetation structure: negative indicator species - Spartina anglica 
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[1410] Mediterranean salt meadows 
(Juncetalia maritimi) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Mediterranean salt meadows 
(Juncetalia maritimi) in North Dublin Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list of 
attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Physical structure: sediment supply 

• Physical structure: creeks and pans 

• Physical structure: flooding regime 

• Vegetation structure: zonation 

• Vegetation structure: vegetation height 

• Vegetation structure: vegetation cover 

• Vegetation composition: typical species and subcommunities 

• Vegetation structure: negative indicator species - Spartina anglica 

[2110] Embryonic shifting dunes
  

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Embryonic shifting dunes in North 
Dublin Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Physical structure: functionality and sediment supply 

• Vegetation structure: zonation 

• Vegetation composition: plant health of foredune grasses 

• Vegetation composition: typical species and subcommunities 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

[2120] Shifting dunes along the 
shoreline with Ammophila arenaria 
(white dunes) 

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Shifting dunes along the shoreline 
with Ammophila arenaria ('white dunes') in North Dublin Bay SAC, which is defined by 
the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Physical structure: functionality and sediment supply 

• Vegetation structure: zonation 

• Vegetation composition: plant health of dune grasses 

• Vegetation composition: typical species and subcommunities 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

[2130] Fixed coastal dunes with 
herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes)* 

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous 
vegetation ('grey dunes') in North Dublin Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list 
of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Physical structure: functionality and sediment supply 

• Vegetation structure: zonation 

• Vegetation structure: bare ground 

• Vegetation structure: sward height 

• Vegetation composition: typical species and subcommunities 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species (including Hippophae 
rhamnoides) 

• Vegetation composition: scrub/trees 

[2190] Humid dune slacks To restore the favourable conservation condition of Humid dune slacks in North Dublin 
Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Physical structure: functionality and sediment supply 

• Physical structure: hydrological and flooding regime 

• Vegetation structure: zonation 

• Vegetation structure: bare ground 

• Vegetation structure: sward height 

• Vegetation composition: typical species and subcommunities 

• Vegetation composition: cover of Salix repens 
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• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: scrub/trees 

[1395] Petalwort (Petalophyllum 
ralfsii) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Petalwort in North Dublin Bay SAC, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Distribution of populations 

• Population size 

• Area of suitable habitat 

• Hydrological conditions: soil moisture 

• Vegetation structure: height and cover 
 

6. Wicklow Mountains SPA (004040) 

Special Conservation Interest Conservation Objectives 

[A098] Merlin (Falco columbarius) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Merlin in Wicklow Mountains SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population size 

• Productivity Rate 

• Distribution: extent of available nesting options within SPA  

• Extent and condition of suitable open habitats for foraging 

• Disturbance to breeding sites 

[A103] Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Peregrine in Wicklow Mountains 
SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population size 

• Productivity Rate 

• Distribution: extent of occupied territories within site 

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, abundance, and availability 

• Disturbance to breeding sites 

7. Wicklow Mountains SAC (002122) 

Qualifying Interest Conservation Objectives 

[3110] Oligotrophic waters containing 
very few minerals of sandy plains 
(Littorelletalia uniflorae) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Oligotrophic waters containing 
very few minerals of sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae) in Wicklow Mountains SAC, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Typical species 

• Vegetation composition: characteristic zonation 

• Vegetation distribution: maximum depth 

• Hydrological regime: water level fluctuations 

• Lake substratum quality 

• Water quality: transparency 

• Water quality: nutrients 

• Water quality: phytoplankton biomass 

• Water quality: phytoplankton composition 

• Water quality: attached algal biomass 

• Water quality: macrophyte status 

• Acidification status 

• Water colour 

• Dissolved organic carbon (DOC) 

• Turbidity 

• Fringing habitat: area and condition 

[3160] Natural dystrophic lakes and 
ponds 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds 
in Wicklow Mountains SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Typical species 
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• Vegetation composition: characteristic zonation 

• Vegetation distribution: maximum depth 

• Hydrological regime: water level fluctuations 

• Lake substratum quality 

• Water quality: transparency 

• Water quality: nutrients 

• Water quality: phytoplankton biomass 

• Water quality: phytoplankton composition 

• Water quality: attached algal biomass 

• Water quality: macrophyte status 

• Acidification status 

• Water colour 

• Dissolved organic carbon (DOC) 

• Turbidity 

• Fringing habitat: area and condition 

[4010] Northern Atlantic wet heaths 
with Erica tetralix 

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Northern Atlantic wet heaths with 
Erica tetralix in Wicklow Mountains SAC, which is defined by the following list of 
attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Ecosystem function: soil nutrients 

• Community diversity 

• Vegetation composition: cross-leaved heath 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: lichens and bryophytes 

• Vegetation composition: ericoid species and crowberry 

• Vegetation composition: dwarf shrub species 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: non-native species 

• Vegetation composition: native trees and shrubs 

• Vegetation composition: bracken 

• Vegetation composition: soft rush 

• Vegetation structure: Sphagnum condition 

• Vegetation structure: signs of browsing 

• Vegetation structure: burning 

• Physical structure: disturbed bare ground 

• Physical structure: drainage 

• Indicators of local distinctiveness 

[4030] European dry heaths To restore the favourable conservation condition of European dry heaths in Wicklow 
Mountains SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Ecosystem function: soil nutrients 

• Community diversity 

• Vegetation composition: lichens and bryophytes  

• Vegetation composition: no. of positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: cover of positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: dwarf shrub species 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: non-native species 

• Vegetation composition: native trees and shrubs 

• Vegetation composition: bracken 

• Vegetation composition: soft rush 

• Vegetation structure: senescent ling 

• Vegetation structure: signs of browsing 

• Vegetation structure: burning 



 

 

ECOE21 017 Appropriate Assessment Screening Report – Crumlin Road / Rafters Lane 

 

 

20 

 

• Vegetation structure: growth phases of ling 

• Physical structure: disturbed bare ground 

• Indicators of local distinctiveness 

[4060] Alpine and Boreal heaths To restore the favourable conservation condition of Alpine and Boreal heaths in Wicklow 
Mountains SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Ecosystem function: soil nutrients 

• Community diversity 

• Vegetation composition: lichens and bryophytes  

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: dwarf shrub species 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: non-native species 

• Vegetation structure: signs of grazing 

• Vegetation structure: signs of browsing 

• Vegetation structure: burning 

• Physical structure: disturbed bare ground 

• Indicators of local distinctiveness 

[6130] Calaminarian grasslands of the 
Violetalia calaminariae 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Calaminarian grasslands of the 
Violetalia calaminariae in Wicklow Mountains SAC, which is defined by the following list 
of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Physical structure: bare ground 

• Soil toxicity: copper content 

• Vegetation structure: height and cover 

• Vegetation composition: metallophyte bryophytes 

[6230] Species-rich Nardus 
grasslands, on siliceous substrates in 
mountain areas (and submountain 
areas, in Continental Europe)* 

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on 
siliceous substrates in mountain areas (and submountain areas, in Continental Europe)* 
in Wicklow Mountains SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Ecosystem function: soil nutrients 

• Community diversity 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: high quality indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: Sphagnum cover 

• Vegetation composition: Polytrichum cover 

• Vegetation composition: shrubs, bracken and heath cover 

• Vegetation structure: forb to graminoid ratio 

• Vegetation structure: sward height 

• Vegetation structure: litter cover 

• Physical structure: disturbed bare ground 

• Physical structure: grazing or disturbance 

• Indicators of local distinctiveness 

[7130] Blanket bogs (* if active bog) To restore the favourable conservation condition of Blanket bogs (* if active bog) in 
Wicklow Mountains SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Ecosystem function: soil nutrients 

• Ecosystem function: peat formation 

• Ecosystem function: hydrology 

• Community diversity 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 
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• Vegetation composition: lichens and bryophytes 

• Vegetation composition: potential dominant species 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: non-native species 

• Vegetation composition: native trees and shrubs 

• Vegetation structure: Sphagnum condition 

• Vegetation structure: signs of browsing 

• Vegetation structure: burning 

• Physical structure: disturbed bare ground 

• Physical structure: drainage 

• Physical structure: erosion 

• Indicators of local distinctiveness 

[8110] Siliceous scree of the montane 
to snow levels (Androsacetalia 
alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) 

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Siliceous scree of the montane to 
snow levels (Androsacetalia alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) in Wicklow Mountains 
SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Ecosystem function: soil nutrients 

• Vegetation composition: lichens and bryophytes 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: non-native species 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: grass species and dwarf shrubs 

• Vegetation composition: bracken, native trees and shrubs 

• Vegetation structure: grazing and browsing 

• Physical structure: disturbance 

• Indicators of local distinctiveness 

[8210] Calcareous rocky slopes with 
chasmophytic vegetation 

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Calcareous rocky slopes with 
chasmophytic vegetation in Wicklow Mountains SAC, which is defined by the following 
list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Ecosystem function: soil nutrients 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator fern and Saxifraga species 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: non-native species 

• Vegetation composition: bracken, native trees and shrubs 

• Vegetation structure: grazing and browsing 

• Indicators of local distinctiveness 

[8220] Siliceous rocky slopes with 
chasmophytic vegetation 

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Siliceous rocky slopes with 
chasmophytic vegetation in Wicklow Mountains SAC, which is defined by the following 
list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Ecosystem function: soil nutrients 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: non-native species 

• Vegetation composition: bracken, native trees and shrubs 

• Vegetation structure: grazing and browsing 

• Indicators of local distinctiveness 

[91A0] Old sessile oak woods with Ilex 
and Blechnum in the British Isles 

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and 
Blechnum in the British Isles in Wicklow Mountains SAC, which is defined by the following 
list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Woodland size 
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• Woodland structure: cover and height 

• Woodland structure: community diversity and extent 

• Woodland structure: natural regeneration 

• Woodland structure: dead wood 

• Woodland structure: veteran trees 

• Woodland structure: indicators of local distinctiveness 

• Vegetation composition: native tree cover 

• Vegetation composition: typical species 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

[1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Otter in Wicklow Mountains SAC, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Distribution 

• Extent of terrestrial habitat 

• Extent of freshwater (river) habitat 

• Extent of freshwater (lake) habitat 

• Couching sites and holts 

• Fish biomass available 

• Barriers to connectivity 

8.  North West Irish Sea SPA (004236) 

Special Conservation Interest Conservation Objectives 

[A001] Red-throated Diver (Gavia 
stellata) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Red-throated diver at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use  

[A003] Great Northern Diver (Gavia 
immer) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Great Northern diver at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A009] Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Fulmar at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A013] Manx Shearwater (Puffinus 
puffinus) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Manx Shearwater at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A017] Cormorant (Phalacrocorax 
carbo) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Cormorant at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 
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[A018] Shag (Phalacrocorax 
aristotelis) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Shag at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A065] Common Scoter (Melanitta 
nigra) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Common Scoter at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A177] Little Gull (Larus minutus) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Little Gull at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A179] Black-headed Gull 
(Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Black-headed Gull at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A182] Common Gull (Larus canus) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Common Gull at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A183] Lesser Black-backed Gull 
(Larus fuscus) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Lesser Black-backed Gull at North-
west Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A184] Herring Gull (Larus 
argentatus) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Herring Gull at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A187] Great Black-backed Gull 
(Larus marinus) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Great Black-backed Gull at North-
west Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 
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[A188] Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Kittiwake at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A192] Roseate Tern (Sterna 
dougallii) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Roseate Tern at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 
Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A193] Common Tern (Sterna 
hirundo) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Common Tern at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A194] Arctic Tern (Sterna 
paradisaea) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Arctic Tern at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A195] Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Little Tern at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A199] Guillemot (Uria aalge) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Guillemot at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A200] Razorbill (Alca torda) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Razorbill at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 

[A204] Puffin (Fratercula arctica) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Puffin at North-west 
Irish Sea SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Non-breeding population size 

• Spatial distribution  

• Forage spatial distribution, extent, and abundance 

• Disturbance across site 

• Barriers to connectivity and site use 
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9. Rye Water Valley / Carton SAC (001398) 

Qualifying Interest Conservation Objectives 

[7220] Petrifying springs with tufa 
formation (Cratoneurion)  

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Petrifying springs with tufa 
formation (Cratoneurion) in Rye Water Valley / Carton SAC, which is defined by the 
following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Hydrological regime: height of water table; water flow 

• Physical structure: tufa formations 

• Ecosystem function: water quality - nitrate level 

• Ecosystem function: water quality - phosphate level 

• Vegetation composition: community diversity 

• Vegetation composition: positive indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: negative indicator species 

• Vegetation composition: algal cover 

• Vegetation structure: sward height 

• Physical structure: trampling/dung 

• Indicators of local distinctiveness 

[1014] Vertigo angustior (Narrow-
mouthed Whorl Snail)  

To restore the favourable conservation condition of Narrow-mouthed Whorl Snail 
(Vertigo angustior) in Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC, which is defined by the following list 
of attributes and targets: 

• Distribution 

• Occurrence in suitable habitat 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat quality: Water Levels 

[1016] Vertigo moulinsiana 
(Desmoulin's Whorl Snail)  

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Desmoulin's Whorl Snail (Vertigo 
moulinsiana) in Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC, which is defined by the following list of 
attributes and targets: 

• Distribution 

• Occurrence in suitable habitat 

• Density within habitat 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat quality: occupied patches in at least sub-optimal condition 

• Habitat quality: soil wetness 

10. Baldoyle Bay SAC (000199) 

Qualifying Interest Conservation Objectives 

[1140] Mudflats and sandflats not 
covered by seawater at low tide
  

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Mudflats and sandflats not covered 
by seawater at low tide in Baldoyle Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list of 
attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Community distribution 

[1310] Salicornia and other annuals 
colonising mud and sand 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Salicornia and other annuals 
colonizing mud and sand in Baldoyle Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list of 
attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Physical structure: sediment supply 

• Physical structure: creeks and pans 

• Physical structure: flooding regime 

• Vegetation structure: zonation 

• Vegetation structure: vegetation height 

• Vegetation structure: vegetation cover 

• Vegetation composition: typical species and sub‐communities 

• Vegetation structure: negative indicator species‐ Spartina anglica 
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[1330] Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-
Puccinellietalia maritimae) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco‐ 
Puccinellietalia maritimae) in Baldoyle Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list of 
attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Physical structure: sediment supply 

• Physical structure: creeks and pans 

• Physical structure: flooding regime 

• Vegetation structure: zonation 

• Vegetation structure: vegetation height 

• Vegetation structure: vegetation cover 

• Vegetation composition: typical species and sub‐communities 

• Vegetation structure: negative indicator species‐ Spartina anglica 

[1410] Mediterranean salt meadows 
(Juncetalia maritimi) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Mediterranean salt meadows 
(Juncetalia maritimi) in Baldoyle Bay SAC, which is defined by the following list of 
attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 

• Habitat distribution 

• Physical structure: sediment supply 

• Physical structure: creeks and pans 

• Physical structure: flooding regime 

• Vegetation structure: zonation 

• Vegetation structure: vegetation height 

• Vegetation structure: vegetation cover 

• Vegetation composition: typical species and sub‐communities 

• Vegetation structure: negative indicator species‐ Spartina anglica 
 

11. Knocksink Wood SAC (000725) 

Qualifying Interest Conservation Objectives 

[7220] Petrifying springs with tufa 
formation (Cratoneurion)* 

To maintain or restore the favourable conservation condition of the Annex I habitats 
for which the SAC has been selected. 

[91A0] Old sessile oak woods with Ilex 
and Blechnum in the British Isles 

[91E0] Alluvial forests with Alnus 
glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (Alno-
Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae)* 

12. Baldoyle Bay SPA (004016) 

Special Conservation Interest Conservation Objectives 

[A137] Ringed Plover (Charadrius 
hiaticula) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Ringed Plover in Baldoyle Bay SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A048] Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Shelduck in Baldoyle Bay SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A140] Golden Plover (Pluvialis 
apricaria) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Golden Plover in Baldoyle Bay SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa 
lapponica) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Bar-tailed Godwit in Baldoyle Bay 
SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 
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[A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis 
squatarola) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Grey Plover in Baldoyle Bay SPA, 
which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

[A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose 
(Branta bernicla hrota) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Light-bellied Brent Goose in 
Baldoyle Bay SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Population trend 

• Distribution 

Wetlands To maintain the favourable conservation condition of the wetland habitat in Baldoyle Bay 
SPA, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat area 
 

13. Rockabill to Dalkey Island SAC (003000) 

Qualifying Interest Conservation Objectives 

[1170] Reefs To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Reefs in Rockabill to Dalkey Island 
SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Habitat Area - The permanent area is stable or increasing, subject to natural 
processes 

• Habitat Distribution - Distribution is stable or increasing, subject to natural 
processes 

• Community Structure - Conserve the following community types in a natural 
condition: Intertidal reef community complex; and Subtidal reef community 
complex 

[1351] Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena 
phocoena) 

To maintain the favourable conservation condition of Harbour porpoise in Rockabill to 
Dalkey Island SAC, which is defined by the following list of attributes and targets: 

• Access to suitable habitat - Species range within the site should not be 
restricted by artificial barriers to site use 

• Disturbance - Human activities should occur at levels that do not adversely 
affect the harbour porpoise community at the site 
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Table 3 provides a screening analysis to identify SAC / SPA qualifying features and identifies “Likely Significant Effects” (LSE) of impacts upon each Natura 2000 

site based on current development proposals. 

Table 3: Analysis of Relevant European Sites/Qualifying Interests 

1. South Dublin Bay and River Tolka Estuary SPA 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[A144] Sanderling (Calidris alba) 

No perceived pathway for the proposed development to have any 
effect on these over-wintering species or their habitats. 
The site is >6km from the SPA and so no direct effects are likely 
foreseeable during construction or operation of residential 
development at this location which is surrounded by commercial 
and residential development. 
Given the built environment nature of the site no potential use of 
the site by qualifying species is considered possible. 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area and is 
not a viable terrestrial foraging resource due to the 
enclosed and developed nature of the existing site. 
Therefore, it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these SCIs or their habitats. 

No 

[A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) 

[A149] Dunlin (Calidris alpina) 

[A162] Redshank (Tringa totanus) 

[A179] Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

[A143] Knot (Calidris canutus) 

[A192] Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) 

[A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla 
hrota) 

[A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) 

[A130] Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) 

[A194] Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) 

[A193] Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 

[A137] Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) 

Wetlands 

2. South Dublin Bay SAC (000210) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[1140] Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater 
at low tide 

No perceived pathway for the proposed development to have any 
effect on these marine and coastal Qualifying Interests 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area, 
therefore it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these coastal QIs 

No 

[1210] Annual vegetation of drift lines 

[1310] Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and 
sand 

[2110] Embryonic shifting dunes 
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3. Glenasmole Valley SAC (001209) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[6210] Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies 
on calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* 
important orchid sites)  

Site is located >8.5km south west of the proposed development 
with no hydrological or other associated pathways identified 
associated with the proposed development.  

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area, 
therefore it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these terrestrial QIs  

 No 
[6410] Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or 
clayey-silt-laden soils (Molinion caeruleae)  

[7220] Petrifying springs with tufa formation 
(Cratoneurion)  

4. North Bull Island SPA (004006) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[A160] Curlew (Numenius arquata) 

No perceived pathway for the proposed development to have any 
effect on these over-wintering species or their habitats. 
The site is >6km from the SPA and so no direct effects are likely 
foreseeable during construction or operation of residential 
development at this location which is surrounded by commercial 
and residential development. 
Given the built environment nature of the site no potential use of 
the site by qualifying species is considered possible. 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area and is 
not a viable terrestrial foraging resource due to the 
enclosed and developed nature of the existing site. 
Therefore, it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these SCIs or their habitats. 

No 

[A149] Dunlin (Calidris alpina) 

[A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) 

[A162] Redshank (Tringa totanus) 

[A179] Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

[A144] Sanderling (Calidris alba) 

[A156] Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) 

[A143] Knot (Calidris canutus) 

[A169] Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) 

[A054] Pintail (Anas acuta) 

[A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla 
hrota) 

[A048] Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 

[A052] Teal (Anas crecca) 

[A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) 

[A056] Shoveler (Anas clypeata) 

[A130] Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) 

[A140] Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) 

Wetlands 
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5. North Dublin Bay SAC (000206) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[1140] Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater 
at low tide 

No perceived pathway for the proposed development to have any 
effect on these marine and coastal Qualifying Interests 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area, 
therefore it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these coastal QIs 

No 

[1210] Annual vegetation of drift lines 

[1310] Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and 
sand 

[1330] Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia 
maritimae) 

[1410] Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia 
maritimi) 

[2110] Embryonic shifting dunes  

[2120] Shifting dunes along the shoreline with 
Ammophila arenaria (white dunes) 

[2130] Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation 
(grey dunes)* 

[2190] Humid dune slacks 

[1395] Petalwort (Petalophyllum ralfsii) 

6. Wicklow Mountains SPA (004040) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[A098] Merlin (Falco columbarius) 

Wicklow mountains SPA is located >11km and at greater altitude 
than the development site. No perceived pathway for the 
proposed development to have any effect have any effect on this 
Special Protection Area. 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area and is 
not a viable foraging or breeding resource due to the 
enclosed and developed nature of the existing site. 
Therefore, it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these breeding SCIs. 

No 
[A103] Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) 

7. Wicklow Mountains SAC (002122) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[3110] Oligotrophic waters containing very few 
minerals of sandy plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae) 

Wicklow mountains SAC  is located >11km and at greater altitude 
that the development site. No perceived pathway for the 
proposed development to have any effect have any effect on this 
SAC. 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area, 
therefore it is not considered likely that there will be any 

No 
[3160] Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds 

[4010] Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix 
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[4030] European dry heaths direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these terrestrial and aquatic QIs [4060] Alpine and Boreal heaths 

[6130] Calaminarian grasslands of the Violetalia 
calaminariae 

[6230] Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous 
substrates in mountain areas (and submountain areas, 
in Continental Europe)* 

[7130] Blanket bogs (* if active bog) 

[8110] Siliceous scree of the montane to snow levels 
(Androsacetalia alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) 

[8210] Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic 
vegetation 

[8220] Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic 
vegetation 

[91A0] Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in 
the British Isles 

[1355] Otter (Lutra lutra) 

8. North West Irish Sea SPA 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[A001] Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) 

North West Irish Sea SPA is located >11km from the development 
site and is not hydrologically connected to the site. No perceived 
pathway for the proposed development to have any effect have 
any effect on this Special Protection Area. 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area and is 
not a viable foraging or breeding resource due to the 
enclosed and developed nature of the existing site. 
Therefore, it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on the qualifying interest features. 

No 

[A003] Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer) 

[A009] Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) 

[A013] Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus) 

[A017] Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) 

[A018] Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) 

[A065] Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) 

[A177] Little Gull (Larus minutus) 

[A179] Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 

[A182] Common Gull (Larus canus) 

[A183] Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) 

[A184] Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) 

[A187] Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) 

[A188] Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) 
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[A192] Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) 

[A193] Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) 

[A194] Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) 

[A195] Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) 

[A199] Guillemot (Uria aalge) 

[A200] Razorbill (Alca torda) 

[A204] Puffin (Fratercula arctica) 

9. Rye Water Valley / Carton SAC (001398) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

 [7220] Petrifying springs with tufa formation 
(Cratoneurion)  

 No perceived pathway for the proposed development to have 
any effect on this Special Area of Conservation. Designated site is 
>6km distant and there are no discernible hydrological pathways. 
Qualifying interests not considered likely to occur far outside of 
designated site boundary. 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area, 
therefore it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these terrestrial and aquatic QIs 

No  [1014] Vertigo angustior (Narrow-mouthed Whorl 
Snail)  

 [1016] Vertigo moulinsiana (Desmoulin's Whorl Snail)   
10. Baldoyle Bay SAC (000199) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[1140] Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater 
at low tide  

No perceived pathway for the proposed development to have any 
effect on these coastal Qualifying Interests. 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area, 
therefore it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these coastal QIs 

No 

[1310] Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and 
sand 

[1330] Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia 
maritimae) 

[1410] Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia 
maritimi) 

11. Knocksink Wood SAC (000725) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[7220] Petrifying springs with tufa formation 
(Cratoneurion)* 

No perceived pathway for the proposed development to have any 
effect on these aquatic Qualifying Interests 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area, 
therefore it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these aquatic QIs 

No 
[91E0] Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus 
excelsior (Alno-Padion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae)* 

12. Baldoyle Bay SPA (004016) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[A137] Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) No 
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[A048] Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) 

No perceived pathway for the proposed development to have any 
effect on these over-wintering species or their habitats. 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area and is 
not a viable terrestrial foraging resource due to the 
enclosed and developed nature of the existing site. 
Therefore, it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these SCIs or their habitats. 

[A140] Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) 

[A157] Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) 

[A141] Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) 

[A046] Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla 
hrota) 

Wetlands 

13. Rockabill to Dalkey Island SAC (003000) 

Qualifying Interest or feature Receptor/pathway Analysis of likelihood of impact LSE 

[1170] Reefs 

No perceived pathway for the proposed development to have any 
effect on these marine Qualifying Interests 

The proposed development is not in proximity or 
hydrologically connected to the designated area, 
therefore it is not considered likely that there will be any 
direct or indirect effects from the proposed development 
on these Marine QIs 

No 
[1351] Harbour Porpoise (Phocoena phocoena) 
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7. Effect of the Project in Combination with Other Plans or Projects 

A search of the Dublin City Council planning portal identified 24 applications located within 2km of the site, 

which could in theory act in combination with the project to result in a likely significant effect. The project is 

however highly isolated from the designated sites considered and no perceived pathways have been 

identified which could result in an LSE. The level of separation between the development and Natura sites 

along with the nature of the existing habitats results in a conclusion that the proposed development is not 

likely to result in Likely Significant effect either alone or acting in-combination.  A strategic Environmental 

Assessment report prepared for the Dublin City Development Plan 2022- 2028 and the associated AA 

screening and Natura Impact Assessment both acknowledge that the wider development plan may result in 

Likely Significant Effects.   The policy-based protection applied through all application processes along with 

the significant detachment of the proposals considered within this document allow a robust conclusion that 

the proposal will not result in Likely Significant Effects either alone or in combination with other projects. 

A separate screening process was undertaken in relation to the demolition of buildings on the site which also 

concluded no LSE and accordingly this assessment for the full planning application also concludes that the 

application will not result in an in combination effect as a result of interaction with historic applications or 

work completed. 

8. Conclusions on Information Provided for Stage One Screening 
Assessment 

8.1 Determination of whether a project or plan is directly connected with or 
necessary to the conservation management of any European sites 

This project is not connected with or necessary to the conservation management of any European site.  

8.2 Appraising likely significant effects of the proposed project on relevant 
European sites 

This document sets out a screening process undertaken to refine the requirement for AA screening 

undertaken thereafter. This screening process eliminated risk of Likely Significant Effects on all of the 

European Sites within 10km of the proposed development site.  

An analysis of the development and its potential to interact with or impact upon the relevant SACs and SPAs 

qualifying interests and special conservation interests is provided in Table 3. Based on the analysis provided, 

using currently available information it is considered that the proposed development will not incur any 

Likely Significant Effect (LSE) on any Natura 2000 Sites within or beyond 15km of the proposed works. 
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Appendix A – European Sites within 15km 
Figure A1 – Special Areas of Conservation within 15km of the Proposed Development 
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Figure A2 – Special Protection Areas within 15km of the Proposed Development 

 


