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0.0 Executive Summary: Re-imagining Mountjoy Square Park 

 
This report outlines the comprehensive proposal for the “Re-imagining Mountjoy Square 
Park” project, a vital initiative by Dublin City Council Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape 
Services. The project aims to transform Mountjoy Square, a historically significant Georgian 
square in Dublin’s north city centre, into a world-class public amenity. 
 
Mountjoy Square, one of Dublin’s original historic Georgian squares, was designed by in 
1802 as a pleasure garden for passive recreation. Over two centuries, various additions, 
including tennis courts, a crèche, a community building, water fountains since removed, 
and increased soil levels have significantly degraded its original design. Currently, while half 
of the park retains a passive recreation layout, albeit much altered and deteriorated, the 
other half is in a poor state due to disjointed interventions that clash with the square’s 
aesthetics and functionality. Existing infrastructure is largely outdated, functionally 
inadequate, and aesthetically incompatible with its Georgian setting. The perimeter railings 
are in disrepair (though undergoing restoration), and the perimeter footpath is congested 
and unwelcoming, prioritising vehicular traffic over pedestrian comfort. These issues 
contribute to a perception of safety concerns and anti-social behaviour within the square 
and park. 
 
The proposed project is rooted in conservation management principles, seeking to restore 
and re-imagine the park within the context of its Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) 
designation and its original 1802 design. The core objectives are threefold: 
 
• Restoration and Re-imagining of the Park 
• Restoration of Perimeter Railings 
• Improvement of Perimeter Footpath 
 
The re-imagining of Mountjoy Square Park promises numerous benefits: 
 
Enhanced Public Amenity: Creation of a high-quality, universally accessible public space 
for all ages and abilities, promoting physical and mental well-being through the provision of 
various exercise, play, educational opportunities and gathering spaces for the community to 
connect in nature. 
 
Historical and Cultural Preservation: Reconnecting the community with Dublin’s cultural 
landscape heritage by re-imagining the park’s historic design and incorporating interpretive 
elements highlighting its local and national significance. 
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Improved Safety and Social Cohesion: Directly addressing anti-social behaviour by 
enhancing the park’s attractiveness, encouraging positive use, and increasing visibility 
through improved lighting and design. Including ongoing collaboration with An Garda 
Síochána will also be key. 
 
Economic Regeneration: Elevating the park’s status as a significant visitor attraction, 
contributing to local economic growth through increased footfall, staying opportunities and 
tourism. 
 
Environmental Sustainability: Implementation of a comprehensive Sustainable Urban 
Drainage Systems (SUDS) strategy, including permeable footpaths and structural soil 
systems for surface water retention, aligning with Dublin City Council’s Climate Action Plan. 
 
Biodiversity Enhancement: Strategic planting from lawns, bulbs, herbaceous and shrub 
planting, to young and specimen tree planting that align with the Dublin City Council Parks 
Strategy, Tree Strategy and Biodiversity Strategy, including the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan. 
 
Modern Facilities: Provision of new, high-quality, universally designed amenities such as 
accessible seating, Outdoor Gym, play opportunities, Basketball facilities, large level 
flexible use lawn area, toilets and in-ground power units for events, cycling infrastructure, 
drinking fountains and Educational, Historical and Ecological interpretation. 
 
Extensive public consultations have informed the project over the last number of years, with 
overall positive support. The project aligns with various city and national policies, including 
the Dublin City Council Development Plan and Project Ireland 2040, and has undergone 
necessary environmental and archaeological screenings. 
 
The “Re-imagining Mountjoy Square Park” project represents a significant investment in 
Dublin’s North City Centre, aiming to create a vibrant, safe, and historically resonant green 
space that serves both the local community and the wider city for generations to come. 
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1.0 Site Context 

 
Figure 1. The site of the proposed refurbishment works is Mountjoy Square Park, which is in 
Dublin’s north inner-city. The application site is outlined in red. The park is a perfect square 
measuring 134m by 134m, has an area of 1.8ha (4.4 acres) and is under the management of 
Dublin City Council Parks, Biodiversity & Landscape Services (DCC Parks). 

 

Figure 2: Aerial view of Mountjoy Square, looking south-west.  
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2.0 Project Overview & Objectives 

 
The primary objective of the project is to conserve an important historic public park, 
preserve the city’s landscape heritage and develop an enhanced public park, where trees 
and softscape create a landmark experience. In contrast with the surrounding cityscape & 
other nearby urban parks which facilitate more hardscape and more urban and active high 
energy recreational and events options for park visitors. 
 
There are three main pillars of the project:  
 
1. The restoration and re-imagining of the park within the context of the Architectural 
Conservation Area (ACA) and the original design by John Sutherland in 1802 and bring the 
park into the future to facilitate the needs and requirements of the city and the local 
community. As guided by the Conservation Plan & Historic Landscape Study for Mountjoy 
Square by Howley Hayes Architects.   
 
2. To complete the restoration of the park’s perimeter railings, which is currently underway, 
this proposal as part of this project in the context of the ACA seeks to fully restore the 
railings by allowing for the restoration of the original railings Georgian Lamp Irons. The 
former public lighting of Mountjoy Square, commissioned in 1802, was an integral 
component of the original design and function of the planned Georgian square. Based on 
research, the original lighting scheme consisted of 84 oil-fueled lamp irons. These proposals 
are guided by the report Illuminating Mountjoy Square by Dublin Civic Trust and the 
Mountjoy Square Society.  
 
3. In keeping with the Georgian Squares of Dublin, such as St Stephens Green and Merrion 
Square, a proposal of this project is to carry out improvement works to the park’s perimeter 
footpath, to create a promenade within the public realm. These Spaces are very important in 
developing a sense place and destination, while promoting safety, Universal Access, 
community gathering, healthy environments and the walkability of the city. As guided by the 
Mountjoy Square ACA Report, highlighting that retaining and improving pedestrian access 
movements of the Square and into the park is a priority.  
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Additional Objectives include:  

• Objective 1: To provide a world-class, historic landmark public park, which 
complements the adjacent historical buildings and setting. 

• Objective 2: To create a high-quality user experience within the historic north city 
centre 

• Objective 3: To provide and enhance a safe linking route, as highlighted in the Dublin 
City Public Realm Strategy 2012, connecting Mountjoy Square as an important link 
route to the rest of the city.  

• Objective 4: To support the Dublin City Council’s Climate Action Plan by prioritising 
sustainability and greening in the development of the design. 

• Objective 5: To use the principles of Universal Design to provide an accessible space 
for all to enjoy. 

• Objective 6: To support the local economy by enhancing footfall. 
 
The project will also enhance this significant Georgian Square, a keystone of the North 
Cityscape. 
 
The rationale and objectives are founded on conservation management principles to ensure 
the public park’s heritage is celebrated, while providing a high-quality public park. 

 
Figure 3: Aerial view of Mountjoy Square, conceptually demonstrating the three ambitions of 
the proposal. 1 The Park, 2 The Railings & 3 the perimeter footpath.    
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3.0 Historical Context 

Mountjoy Square stands as one of Dublin’s five historic Georgian squares, a testament to the 
vision of the Gardiner family who developed it in the late 1700s. Their grand designs not only 
shaped the square itself but also laid the groundwork for much of Dublin’s North Georgian 
Core, establishing a focus on form, quality, and craftsmanship that became a benchmark in 
Irish urban development. 
 
The original design for the square’s park was entrusted to John Sutherland, commissioned 
by the Mountjoy Square Commissioners. Contemporary records reveal that Sutherland’s 
design was favourably compared to three celebrated London squares. Fortunately, early 
editions of the 1838 Ordnance Survey plans provide an accurate depiction of this design 
(see Figure 4). The layout thoughtfully responded to the square’s precise geometry, featuring 
a symmetrical arrangement with a spacious circular lawn, complemented by winding paths 
and planting to create an attractive Rococo composition intended for passive recreation. 
 
Access to the park was initially restricted to residents of the square, entering through four 
wrought iron gates, hence its designation as a key holder park. Over time, public access 
improved, culminating in 1938 when Dublin Corporation assumed responsibility for the 
park, transforming it into an open and free public space. 
 
Throughout its two centuries of existence, the original park design has undergone 
transformations to meet evolving demands for recreational and community facilities. These 
changes have included the introduction of tennis courts, a children’s crèche, a toilet block, 
a parks compound, a community building, and a playground. 
 
Consequently, the original design is now largely obscured by these various additions. 
Currently, approximately half of the park retains a passive recreation layout, while the other 
half is in a poor state, with layers of disjointed interventions that clash with the objectives of 
the square’s aesthetics and the overall functionality of the park. Notably, the railings and 
gates forming the park’s perimeter are original, though currently in a state of disrepair and 
undergoing restoration. 
 
Recognizing its historical significance, Dublin City Council designated Mountjoy Square as 
an Architectural Conservation Area in 2012. Following this, DCC Parks, in collaboration with 
the Mountjoy Square Society, commissioned a conservation and historic landscape study 
for the park. This study underscored the square’s importance and recommended the 
reconstruction of the original park design. DCC Parks, Biodiversity & Landscape Services is 
now actively pursuing this through the conservation of the existing historic railings and the 
development of a park plan that seeks to balance historic reconstruction with the retention 
of existing contemporary uses, the subject of this Part 8 application.  
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Figure 4: Plan view of Mountjoy Square, extract from the 1838 OSI plans, highlighting John 
Sutherlands original design.   

 
Figure 5: Image of Archeologist working within Mountjoy park, to investigate to original 
footprint of the park 

 
Figure 6: Image of Archaeologist findings, highlighting the original parks design was 
implemented as per the 1838 OS Mapping  
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4.0 Policy Context  

Policy references include: 
• Dublin City Council Development Plan 2022-2028 
• Dublin City Parks Strategy 
• Mountjoy Square Architectural Conservation Area 
• The Mulvey Report (Dublin North East Inner City –Creating a Brighter Future) 
• Destination Dublin –A Collective Strategy for Tourism Growth to 2020 
• Project Ireland 2040: National Planning Framework 
• Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy for the Eastern and Midlands Region 
• Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy 2022-2042 
• Dublin City Council Climate Action Plan 2019 – 2024 
• Draft Dublin City Biodiversity Action Plan 2021-2025 
• Dublin City Centre Public Realm Masterplan – The Heart of Dublin, 2016 
• Dublin City Taskforce report - Capital City 

 
Project Ireland 2040: National Planning Framework 
The Proposed project to Mountjoy Square Park aligns with National Strategic Outcomes 
(NSO) of Project Ireland 2040: National Planning Framework, and includes: 
 
NSO 1 – Compact Growth: The area for the proposed development is centrally located 
within Dublin city and is ideally suited to refurbishment. It promotes effective density and 
consolidation. The Urban Regeneration and Development Fund (URDF) was established to 
support more compact and sustainable development through the regeneration of Ireland’s 
cities and towns and is a key tool to give effect to this NSO. This project will involve URDF 
funding and aligns with the plans and goals of compact growth through the renovation of 
existing structures. 
 
NSO 5 – A Strong Economy supported by Enterprise, Innovation and Skills: The provision 
of a high-quality public park and destination will support and attract future enterprise within 
Dublin city centre and will help to draw and develop a highly-skilled work force to the area. 
 
NSO 7 – Enhanced Amenity and Heritage: Mountjoy Square Park is central to the Mountjoy 
Square Architectural Conservation Area is surrounded in culturally important buildings, 
signifying the important heritage value that the area holds. Currently the park and public 
realm is in a state of disrepair, and the proposed works would restore and improve them. 
These works in turn will ensure that Dublin City centre gains from increased attractiveness 
and sense of place.  
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The Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Eastern and Midlands Region: 
The Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy (RSES) for the Eastern and Midlands Region is a 
strategic plan and investment framework to shape future growth and to better manage 
regional planning and economic development throughout the region. The RSES primarily 
aims to support the delivery of the programme for change set out in Project Ireland 2040, the 
National Planning Framework (NPF) and the National Development Plan 2018-27 (NDP). 
While informed by national, EU, and international policies, the RSES is driven at the local 
level by elected officials, local governments, stakeholders, community groups, and 
individual citizens. 
 
The RSES identifies urban regeneration and place making as a key priority. This includes the 
revitalisation and redevelopment of the town centre, involving the regeneration of 
opportunity sites and their surrounding areas. The strategy therefore supports the 
development approach of the Cathal Brugha Street and Findlater Place Public Realm 
Improvement Scheme. 
 
It sets out that local authorities, in developing their core strategies and settlement 
hierarchies will consider growth enablers for every part of the Region to meet its potential 
including ‘Healthy Placemaking’. This can be achieved by sustained economic growth and 
employment brought about through the integration of better urban design, public realm, 
amenities and heritage to create attractive places to live, work, visit and invest in. Focus on 
placemaking to create attractive and sustainable communities to support active lifestyles 
including walking and cycling. 
 
Dublin City Council Development Plan 2022-2028 

 
Figure 7: Dublin City Council Development Plan 2016-22 Map E extract 
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Zoning:  

The site outlined in red is zoned Z9 “To preserve, provide and improve recreational amenity, 
open space and ecosystem services.” 

Designations:  

The Park falls within the Mountjoy Square and Environs Architectural Conservation Area. 

The Park has been surveyed by the NIAH.  When recorded and appraised by the NIAH (Ref: 
50011186), the park was deemed to be of Regional significance and Architectural, Artistic, 
Historical and Social interest. 

SDRA 10 

The site is located within SDRA 10 North East Inner City.  Mountjoy Square is identified as an 
asset to the area.   

Relevant Key Objectives: 

• To plan for improved connectivity and public amenity while utilising existing assets in the 
area. 

• To support the protection and enhancement of the unique historic character of the area 
through refurbishment and regeneration of the North Georgian Core 

Guiding Principles:  

Urban Structure  

To recognise the importance of the architectural and cultural heritage of the area including 
existing and proposed Architectural Conservation Areas centred on O’Connell Street, North 
Great Georges Street, Moore Street and Mountjoy Square. 

Open Space and Recreation 

To promote the regeneration of Mountjoy Square to improve its amenity potential. 

Relevant Recent Planning history: 

No relevant recent planning history. 

Development Plan Context:  

The City Development Plan recognises that protecting and enhancing the quality of Dublin 
City’s natural assets and ensuring green, sustainable and climate resilient development will 
be central to ensuring the liveability of the city and its attractiveness as a place to live, work 
and visit into the future. 
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Objective GIO22 Dublin City Parks Strategy 

To support the implementation of the Dublin City Parks Strategy 2019 or as updated. 

Objective GIO23 Manage / Protect / Enhance Parks  

To continue to manage and protect and/or enhance the city’s parks and public open spaces 
to meet the social, recreational, conservation and ecological needs of the city and to 
consider the development of appropriate complementary facilities which do not detract 
from the amenities of spaces. 

Objective GIO25 Facilities and Amenities in Parks/Public Open Spaces  

To continue to provide and improve visitor facilities in parks and public open spaces, 
including cafés, kiosks, toilets, shower and changing-room facilities, water fountains and 
dog parks etc. and to ensure that such features are accessibly designed. To encourage and 
facilitate the introduction of amenities in parks such as table tennis, outdoor gyms, adult 
exercise equipment, bowling greens, etc. 

Objective GIO26 Management Plans  

To implement Conservation Management Plans for St. Anne’s Park, Merrion Square, 
Mountjoy Square, Palmerston Park, Herbert Park, Sandymount Green and Wolfe Tone Park. 

Policy SC2 City’s Character 

To develop the city’s character by:  

- Cherishing and enhancing Dublin’s renowned streets, civic spaces and squares; 

- revitalising the north and south Georgian squares and their environs and realising 
their residential potential; 

Policy CCUV37 Plan Active and Healthy Streets  

To promote the development of a network of active, healthy, attractive, high quality, green, 
and safe streets and public spaces which are inviting, pedestrian friendly and easily 
navigable. The aspiration is to encourage walking as the preferred means of movement 
between buildings and activities in the city. In the case of pedestrian movement within major 
developments, the creation of a public street is preferable to an enclosed arcade or other 
passageway. 

Policy CCUV40 Public Safety  

To promote the development of a built environment and public spaces which are designed 
to deter crime and anti-social behaviour and which promote safety, as set out in the ‘Your 
City Your Space’ Public Realm Strategy 2012.  
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Policy CCUV38 High Quality Streets and Spaces  

To promote the development of high-quality streets and public spaces which are accessible 
and inclusive in accordance with the principles of universal design, and which deliver 
vibrant, attractive, accessible and safe places and meet the needs of the city’s diverse 
communities regardless of age, ability, disability or gender. 

Policy CCUV39 Permeable, Legible and Connected Public Realm  

To deliver a permeable, legible and connected public realm that contributes to the delivery 
of other key objectives of this development plan namely active travel and sustainable 
movement, quality urban design, healthy placemaking and green infrastructure. 

Policy CEE14: Quality of Place 

To recognise that ‘quality of place’, ‘clean, green, safe’, is crucial to the economic success of 
the city, in attracting foreign and domestic investment, and in attracting and retaining key 
scarce talent, tourists, and residents. 

Policy BHA9 Conservation Areas 

To protect the special interest and character of all Dublin’s Conservation Areas – identified 
under Z8 and Z2 zoning objectives and denoted by red line conservation hatching on the 
zoning maps. Development within or affecting a Conservation Area must contribute 
positively to its character and distinctiveness and take opportunities to protect and enhance 
the character and appearance of the area and its setting, wherever possible. 

Policy BHA7 Architectural Conservation Areas 

(a) To protect the special interest and character of all areas which have been designated as 
an Architectural Conservation Area (ACA). Development within or affecting an ACA must 
contribute positively to its character and distinctiveness, and take opportunities to protect 
and enhance the character and appearance of the area, and its setting, wherever possible. 
Development shall not harm buildings, spaces, original street patterns, archaeological sites, 
historic boundaries or features, which contribute positively to the ACA. Please refer to 
Appendix 6 for a full list of ACAs in Dublin City. (b) Ensure that all development proposals 
within an ACA contribute positively to the character and distinctiveness of the area and have 
full regard to the guidance set out in the Character Appraisals and Framework for each ACA. 
(c) Ensure that any new development or alteration of a building within an ACA, or 
immediately adjoining an ACA, is complementary and/or sympathetic to their context, 
sensitively designed and appropriate in terms of scale, height, mass, density, building lines 
and materials, and that it protects and enhances the ACA. Contemporary design which is in 
harmony with the area will be encouraged. (d) Seek the retention of all features that 
contribute to the character of an ACA including boundary walls, railings, soft landscaping, 
traditional paving and street furniture. (e) Promote sensitive hard and soft landscaping 
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works that contribute to the character and quality of the ACA. (f) Promote best conservation 
practice and encourage the use of appropriately qualified professional advisors, tradesmen 
and craftsmen, with recognised conservation expertise, for works to buildings of historic 
significance within ACAs. All trees which contribute to the character and appearance of an 
Architectural Conservation Area, in the public realm, will be safeguarded, except where the 
tree is a threat to public safety, prevents universal access, or requires removal to protect 
other specimens from disease. 

 

Figure 8: Plan highlighting the Mountjoy Square ACA 

Policy BHA18 Historic Ground Surfaces, Street Furniture and Public Realm  

(a) To protect, conserve and retain in situ historic elements of significance in the public 
realm including milestones, jostle stones, city ward stones, bollards, coal hole covers, 
gratings, boot scrapers, cast iron basement lights, street skylights and prisms, water 
troughs, street furniture, post boxes, lampposts, railings and historic ground surfaces 
including stone kerbs, pavement flags and setts, and to promote conservation best practice 
and high standards for design, materials and workmanship in public realm improvements 
within areas of historic character, having regard to the national Advice Series on Paving: The 
Conservation of Historic Ground Surfaces (2015). 
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Policy SMT8 Public Realm Enhancements  

To support public realm enhancements that contribute to place making and liveability and 
which prioritise pedestrians in accordance with Dublin City Council’s Public Realm Strategy 
(‘Your City – Your Space’), the Public Realm Masterplan for the City Core (The Heart of the 
City), the Grafton Street Quarter Public Realm Plan and forthcoming public realm plans such 
as those for the Parnell Square Cultural Quarter Development and the City Markets Area. 

Policy SMT11 Pedestrian Network  

To protect, improve and expand on the pedestrian network, linking key public buildings, 
shopping streets, public transport points and tourist and recreational attractions whilst 
ensuring accessibility for all, including people with mobility impairment and/or disabilities, 
older persons and people with children. 

The proposal is consistent with the policies and objectives outlined in the Dublin City 
Development Plan 2028-2028. 

 

The Mulvey Report (Dublin North East Inner City –Creating a Brighter Future) 

The Mulvey Report presents findings of a study into the challenges facing the communities 
of the North East Inner City. (for full report see: http://www.merrionstreet.ie/MerrionStreet 
/en/ImageLibrary/20170218MulveyReport.pdf ) Its recommendations include measures to 
improve the physical landscape of the area and the report states: 

If we show confidence by investing in the physical infrastructure, we have the opportunity to 
deliver a better yield from the assets the area has; as well as to foster the support and 
contribution of the local community in contributing to a pride in place and also to the City of 
Dublin as a whole. 

The report includes the park’s railing restoration program and the larger initiative of the 
enhancement of the park to realise its greater potential to the local area and Dublin. The 
proposals under this application are part of this initiative for the park under the Mulvey 
Report. 

 

Destination Dublin –A Collective Strategy for Tourism Growth to 2020 

Tourism is important to Dublin’s economy, however this report produced by Failte Ireland’s 
Grow Dublin Taskforce, indicates that it is under performing compared to other European 
cities. The strategy sets out the opportunities available for growth with an alliance of the 
various stakeholders, including Dublin City Council, required to achieve success. 
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Dublin’s city parks contribute to Dublin’s tourism by improving the overall environment of 
the city that visitors experience as well as being destinations for visitors in their own right. 
The strategy recognises the value of the City’s parks and squares to tourism and in particular 
to the Culturally Curious visitors, who are described as mainly older couples or solo 
travelers with time and money to spend. 

However not all parks perform this tourism destination function. It is clear that our historic 
parks (Phoenix Park, Iveagh Gardens, Merrion Square, National Botanic Gardens) play a 
greater role due to their history, location, quality and facilities , which can be further 
augmented by good events (e.g. Bloom, St Annes Rose festival, etc). 

Mountjoy Square currently does not play a significant role in Dublin’s tourism and yet it is a 
historic park, close to the city centre and part of Georgian Dublin. In contrast to other 
historic parks mentioned above its historic value has been eroded, so that there may be 
little reason to visit it. The proposals in this application aim to address this situation through 
the reconstruction of the historic park design, through the development of a horticultural 
theme based on plant hunting and through making it the interpretation base of the cultural 
heritage associated with Mountjoy Square.  The park should also be a place for events that 
attract both the local community and those visiting the capital. 

Dublin City Parks Strategy  

The parks strategy reviews and assesses the resources and services provided by Parks and 
Landscape Services and formulates policy and intended actions for them into the future 
under the vision of Growing towards a greener and more liveable Dublin City. These 
resources and services include city parks and associated recreational facilities, natural 
areas and biodiversity, public realm, public housing landscape, historical graveyards, city 
trees, civic decoration, allotments, landscape planning and development control and art in 
parks. 

Within this strategy a hierarchy of city parks are defined. Mountjoy Square Park is defined as 
a Community Grade 1 Park, which serves the local community, have a good range of 
amenities and have a high standard of design or horticultural maintenance. It is however 
also described as a potential new Flagship Park, which are defined as significant 
visitor/tourist attractions because of their historical context and location or their natural and 
built heritage or the high standard of design and horticultural presentation. 

It is clear from this strategy that Mountjoy Square Park has greater potential to contribute to 
the city and the local area. It is a park that needs vision and investment to realise its 
potential in revitalising this area of the inner city and the proposals in this application 
positively assist this. 
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5.0 Planning 

Requirement for Appropriate Assessment 

Under Article 6 (3) of the EU Habitats Directive and Regulation 30 of SI NO.94/1997 
“European Communities (Natural Habitats) Regulations (1997) any plan or project which 
has the potential to significantly impact on the integrity of a Natura 2000 site must be 
subject to an Appropriate Assessment. This requirement is also detailed under Section 177 
(U) of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended). 

The proposed project is not located within or adjacent to any European sites and as such 
there will be no direct effects on any European sites as a result of the project.  It is 
considered that in combination effects with other existing and proposed developments in 
proximity to the subject site would be unlikely, not significant, and localised. It is concluded 
that no significant effects on Natura 2000 Sites are likely as a result of the subject 
development in combination with other development projects. No in combination effects 
are foreseen. No projects in the vicinity of the proposed development would be seen to have 
a significant in combination effect on Natura 2000 Sites. 

It can be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that the subject proposal, 
individually or in combination with any other plans or projects, will have a significant effect 
on any European site. Accordingly, it is determined that an Appropriate Assessment of the 
subject proposal is not required.  This determination is based on the best scientific evidence 
available, no hydrological connectivity to the subject site to any Natura 2000 Site and no 
potential effects the activity may have on European Sites and their qualifying interests. 

Environmental Impact Assessment  

The Applicant underwent an EIA Screening Exercise.  Based on all available information, and 
taking account of the scale, nature and location of the proposed scheme, the preparation of 
an EIAR is not a mandatory requirement (under Schedule 5, Part 1 and 2 of the Planning and 
Development Regulations 2001-2024). The project is deemed a sub-threshold development; 
hence the potential for significant environmental effects arising as a result of the proposed 
project has been evaluated, in accordance with the requirements of Schedule 7A and 
Schedule 7 of the Planning and Development Acts 2001-2023.  The key findings of the 
screening exercise are as follows:  

-The nature of the proposed development is considered in the existing Park status, it will 
reconfigure this to enhance its utility and biodiversity attributes.  As noted in the CEMP, all 
waste will be conveyed by licensed carriers to a licensed disposal site and no significant 
emissions or pollutants will result. 

-The proposed development is a considerable Park upgrade.  There are no known cumulative 
considerations having regard to other existing and/or permitted projects. 
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-The proposed development is not located on, in, adjoining and does not have the potential 
to impact on any ecologically sensitive site or location.  The proposed development does 
not have the potential to affect other significant environmental sensitivities in the area. 

In summary, no significant adverse impacts to the receiving environment will arise as a 
result of the proposed scheme.  It is considered therefore, given the nature and scale of the 
development that an EIA is not required in this instance. 
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6.0 North Inner City - Parks Network Strategy  

 
Figure 9: Image showing the existing Parks network in the North City Centre  
 
The Parks Department, in collaboration with the Local Area Office and the North East Inner 
City (NEIC) Task Force, is actively implementing the North East Inner City Greening Strategy. 
This initiative directly responds to the recommendations of the Mulvey Report by focusing on 
enhancing and revitalising existing open spaces within the NEIC area. The core objective is to 
establish a cohesive network of distinct parks, each offering unique identity and value to the 
local community. 

This network will be interconnected through the development of green corridors. These 
corridors aim to improve the walkability and overall enjoyment of the streetscape, thereby 
mitigating the vehicle-dominated atmosphere currently prevalent in the North City Centre. 
The overarching aim of the Greening Strategy is to cultivate a vibrant green core within the 
NEIC, characterised by green streets that seamlessly connect and lead to the revitalised 
parks. This approach not only strengthens the interconnectedness of the park network but 
also contributes significantly to the overall environmental enhancement of the North City 
Centre. 

Recognising the current deficit of high-quality open spaces, the existing green areas hold 
immense importance for local communities. As a key component of this strategy, the Parks 
Department is undertaking comprehensive refurbishment of the four identified parks within 
the NEIC. The goal is to elevate these spaces to a high standard, maximising their amenity 
value. Each park will be developed with a distinct character and purpose, collectively 
enriching the diverse offerings available to the NEIC community. This strategic approach 
ensures that the green spaces cater to a wider range of needs and contribute meaningfully to 
the quality of life for residents. 
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Figure 10: Images highlighting the extent of consultations as Part of the North East Inner City 
Greening Strategy 

Mountjoy Square Park 
City Wide Park, including proposed new works promoting:  
Culture, Identity, History, Regeneration, Peaceful/Quiet, Biodiversity, Horticulture, Play, 
Flexible Use, Age Friendly.  
 
Diamond Park  
Wider Community Park, including new works promoting:  
Contemporary, High Energy, Play, Local Events, Sports, Urban space, Youth space, 
Biodiversity, Horticulture. 
 
James Joyce Str Park  
Local Community Park, including new works promoting:  
Passive Recreation, Play, Office Workers, Local Events, Exercise, Streetscape Greening, 
NBS, Biodiversity, Horticulture. 
 
Liberty Park  
Local residents Park, including proposed new works promoting: 
Activation, Local Events, Exercise, Play trails, Inclusive Play, Universal Access, Services 
(Creche), Biodiversity, Horticulture. 
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Diamond Park 

 
Figure 11: Images highlighting the new Diamond Park 
 
James Joyce Street Park 
Jame Joyce Park

 
Figure 12: Images highlighting the new James Joyce Street Park 
 
Liberty Park 

 
Figure 13: Images highlighting the new changes to Liberty Park 
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Streetscape Greening

 

Figure 14: Images highlighting different greening interventions throughout the NEIC  
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7.0 Existing Site Overview 

  

Figure 15: Plan highlighting Mountjoy Square in its current setting, Highlighting the different 
elements and there locations A to L.  

 

Figure 16: Aerial view of Mountjoy Square, looking south-west.  
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A - Existing Lawn  

The current condition of the Mountjoy Square Park lawn area is characterized by an undulating 
structure resulting from multiple historical interventions. Over time, these modifications have 
led to a considerable increase in the lawn’s vertical profile and overall levels, deviating 
significantly from the original park design. This has created notable gradients between the 
park entrances and the central lawn area. The installation and subsequent removal of various 
features, including water features, within the lawn have further contributed to its irregular 
topography. As a result of these factors, the existing lawn area is not suitable for casual play 
sporting activities and events. 

 

Figure 17: Image showing the existing undulating lawn area  

B - Interior Paths  

The interior pathways of the park, resurfaced in 1993, feature buff and red concrete brick setts 
laid in a herringbone bond pattern. Notably, these current pathways exhibit a considerably 
reduced width in comparison to the original park’s path network. Furthermore, the adjacent 
lawn areas slope downwards towards the path edgings, further highlighting the alteration in 
the original ground levels. The outer circuit of the present path system generally aligns with 
the historical layout, with the exception of the north-east quadrant, which has undergone 
modification. The linking and inner path circuits have been substantially reconfigured, now 
organised around a central lawn area that is half-square in its geometry. 

 

Figure 18: Image showing the existing internal concrete brick setts  
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C - Tarmac Area   

The park’s landscape is significantly characterised by a large, approximately 2700 square 
meter, impermeable surface constructed of tarmacadam. This expansive area, which is 
demonstrably in various states of disrepair, represents the footprint of former tennis courts, 
the historical configuration of which has been superseded. The space now functions as an 
adaptable area, though its utility is currently compromised by its deteriorated condition. 

 
Figure 19: Image showing the existing tarmac area of approximately 2700sqm 
 

D - Play Area   

While the playground in the park’s southeast quadrant provides play opportunities for 
children of all ages, its outdated equipment and layout necessitate a significant upgrade. The 
area features tarmac footpaths and bark mulch safety surfaces, but modernisation is crucial 
to enhance the play experience and needs of the local community today. 

 
Figure 20: Image Play Equipment 
Figure 21: Image Play Tower 
Figure 22: Image of Swings  
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E - Existing Trees  
Mountjoy Square Park currently supports a total of 126 individual trees representing a diverse 
collection of 22 distinct species. This tree population holds varied ecological and amenity 
value, evidenced by the categorisation of individual specimens based on their conservation 
importance. A notable 26 trees are classified as Category A, signifying their high value and 
conservation priority. A larger proportion, 65 trees, falls into Category B, indicating moderate 
value and conservation significance. The remaining 35 trees are designated as Category C, 
representing lower value and conservation concern. The species composition is dominated 
by Tilia cordata (Littleleaf Linden), with a substantial presence of 30 individuals, alongside 
other notable species such as Acer platanoides (Norway Maple), Acer pseudoplatanus 
(Sycamore), and Prunus avium (Wild Cherry). The presence of mature specimens like 
Quercus robur (English Oak) and Fagus sylvatica (European Beech) further enhances the 
park’s biodiversity and contributes to its mature landscape character. This varied and 
categorized tree stock collectively provides numerous benefits, including habitat provision, 
carbon sequestration, aesthetic appeal, and a vital contribution to the urban green 
infrastructure of Dublin. 

 
Figure 23: Image of trees in the park 
Figure 24: Image of specimen trees  
Figure 25: Image of poor trees 
 
F - St. Brigid’s Nursery 
In 1940, a pre-existing timber-clad structure, originally serving as a tennis pavilion, underwent 
adaptation to function as a nursery centre, with the objective of providing essential day-care 
facilities for young children within the locality. Similarly to the community centre, the Nursery 
and its associated boundaries have a negative impact on the overall aesthetic character of 
the landscape. Furthermore, its current location presents a significant impediment to the 
potential reinstatement of the original historical path circuit and formal garden square layout 
of the park. Notwithstanding these considerations regarding its visual and spatial 
implications, the nursery centre undeniably provides a valuable and important service to the 
surrounding community. 

  
Figure 26: Image of the nursery building 
Figure 27: Image of the nursery boundary to the park 
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G - Community Building 
The community centre, encompassing an area of 175 square meters, originates from the late 
1930s, coinciding with the initial opening of the park to the public. While the structure 
possesses minimal social and architectural merit, its aesthetic and functional qualities have 
been compromised by past alterations, resulting in a demonstrably detrimental impact on the 
overall character and visual coherence of the park. The building is currently utilised as a 
homework club for local schools, a new and more suitable facility has been identified in close 
proximity, allowing for the future decommissioning of the structure within the park. 

       
Figure 28: Image of community centre  
Figure 29: Image of community centre in a state of disrepair  
  
H - Park Depot  
The 60-square-meter depot predates 1965 and comprises a simple redbrick structure with a 
pitched roof, possessing neither notable architectural merit nor significant social value. The 
associated yard accommodates storage containers and waste skips, contributing to a 
utilitarian appearance. Recent infrastructure additions include new vehicular gates. The 
depot, in its current form and with its associated yard, presents a visually discordant element 
within the historic parkland and occupies a considerable area. 

 
Figure 30: Image of the existing parks depot 
Figure 31: Image of parks depot boundary into the park  
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I - Railings & Lamp Irons   
The existing railings around the park perimeter are made of wrought iron and have fallen into 
a state of disrepair. Wrought iron was widely used during the Georgian period (1714-1830) in 
Dublin and fortunately few fine examples still remain. A programme of repair works to the 
railings is currently progressing in a clockwise direction around the square. The restoration 
works include the metal railing and the granite plinth and are specialist tasks relying on 
traditional blacksmith workmanship, which can be referenced to in The Guide to the Best 
Practices for the Restoration of Irish Historic Ironwork by the IABA. 
Prior to repair all metal work is blasted to remove all paintwork and corrosion.  The railings are 
finally finished with a granite grey paint. The stone plinth repairs include replacement of 
sections of the existing stones that are badly damaged or eroded and the replacement of 
plinth stones where the originals are beyond reasonable repair. All replacement stone uses 
local Dublin granite as per the original plinths. Where there is possible waste stone, it will be 
stored off site and used on other projects. 
Originally oil lamps were located at intervals around the railings to light the surrounding 
footpath. This was the common form of lighting in Dublin in the Georgian period and was later 
replaced with gas and then modern day electric lighting. All the original lamps have been lost 
over-time. 

 
Figure 32: Existing Railings Prior to restoration works and an image of restoration works 
underway 

 

Figure 33: Image of railing restored at the eastern entrance  
Figure 34: Image of railing restored at the Western entrance  
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J - MUGA & Outdoor Gym  
The existing park contains a calisthenics unit and a Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) on a 
tarmac base. The equipment provides limited recreational and amenity value to the park. The 
equipment is outdated and detracts from the overall visual appeal of the park. The equipment 
creates an isolated/unattractive part of the park, making it feel less safe and uninviting. The 
isolated nature creates a gathering point for anti-social behaviour. The current layout creates 
a separate entity rather than an integrated part of the park’s overall design. 
 

   
Figure 35: Image of MUGA 
Figure 36: Image of Calisthenics unit 
 
K - Perimeter Footpath 
The perimeter footpath of Mountjoy Square Park functions primarily as a transitionary space 
– a means to move around the square rather than a destination in itself as is experienced 
around the other Dublin Georgian parks such as Merrion Square and St Stephens Green. The 
clutter, the proximity to traffic, very wide junctions and the lack of cohesive design leave 
pedestrians with a feeling of being in an environment that prioritises movement and 
infrastructure over pedestrian comfort and enjoyment. It lacks the qualities of a place to enjoy 
and celebrate the garden square, failing to provide a welcoming and integrated threshold 
between the bustling city and the potential tranquillity within. 

         
Figure 37: Image of Mountjoy Square South and East, showing a very wide junction 
Figure 38: Image of perimeter footpath 
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8.0 Design Proposals   

The concept of the current proposals presented in this application is the historic 
restoration/reimagining and reconstruction of the parks original Georgian-era design. The 
restoration component refers to the proposals associated with the existing railings, which are 
the surviving component of the original park. The reconstruction refers to the proposals that 
use the original park layout as the template for their implementation, such as the central lawn 
and the parks internal path network, while also including refurbishment works to the parks 
external perimeter footpath.  

This application does not fully reconstruct the original park design due to the retention of 
some existing uses in the park, such as the parks depot and the children’s day nursery. This 
application looks to re-imagine Mountjoy Square Park using the footprint of the past to bring 
the park and the square into the future.  

The detailed proposals are described below, which are referenced to figures indicating their 
location within the park. The Site Layout Plans are in the accompanied documentation and 
illustrate the new proposals. 
 

 
Figure 39: Aerial view of Mountjoy Square, conceptually demonstrating the three ambitions of 
the proposal. 1 - The Park, 2 - The Railings and 3 - The perimeter footpath.    
 
1 - Mountjoy Square Park  
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The Design of the Park responds to this precise geometry of the square with a symmetrical 
layout featuring a spacious circular lawn surrounded by winding paths to create an attractive 
classical, natural, playful composition. 
 
The Park was designed for aesthetic enjoyment, showcasing horticulture and created a space 
to socialise and escape from the busy city that surrounded the square. 
 
As part of the re-imaging of Mountjoy Square Park there are a number of layers to review:  

• Existing Infrastructure 
• The Path Network 
• Central Lawn,  
• Trees 
• Planting  
• Play 
• Seating 
• Lighting 
• Facilities  
• The Promenade - Perimeter Park Footpath 
• Car/Cycle Parking  
• SUDS 

        
Figure 40: Existing Plan of Mountjoy Square Park  

Figure 41: Proposed Plan of Mountjoy Square Park, The Green Area hights the areas within the 
Park were the existing hard infrastructure is going to be decommissioned including all 
hardstanding areas, Play and Exercise equipment, The Community Building, Seating, Bins, 
Signage, fencing. St Brigid’s Day Care Nursery and the Parks Depot will be retained, the yellow 
boundary around these elements highlights that the current boundary alignment is to be 
reviewed and renewed to optimise and improve the functioning of the park.  
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The existing infrastructure within Mountjoy Square Park is largely outdated, functionally 
inadequate, and aesthetically incompatible with the distinguished character of its Georgian 
setting. This proposal seeks for a comprehensive reimagining and upgrading of the park’s 
facilities, excluding St. Brigid’s Day Care Nursery and the Parks Maintenance Depot, which 
will be retained and refurbished. The aim is to create amenities that are not only fit for modern 
use but also respectful of the Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) designation, meeting the 
diverse needs of both the city and the local community. 

Specifically, the current park features infrastructure that suffers from: 
Outdated Design and Materials: Many elements reflect layers of previous eras and a lack of 
quality and aesthetic sophistication expected within this significant Georgian square. This is 
in the general layout and hardscaping that detracts from the historical context as previously 
outlined. 
Functional Deficiencies: Existing facilities do not adequately serve the current needs of park 
users including a poor layout that hinders usability and flow. 

Aesthetics: The style and materials of the current infrastructure clash with the inherent 
elegance and architectural language of the surrounding Georgian buildings, undermining the 
overall visual coherence and sense of place within the ACA. 

This proposal seeks to rectify these shortcomings by introducing thoughtfully designed and 
high-quality infrastructure that: 

Reflects Georgian Character: New elements will draw inspiration from architectural details, 
materials, and proportions characteristic of the Georgian era, ensuring a harmonious 
integration with the square’s historical context. This will involve the use of appropriate 
materials, detailing, and classically inspired forms. 

Meets Contemporary Needs: The reimagined facilities will be designed to cater to the diverse 
recreational, social, and accessibility requirements of today’s park users, including children, 
families, older adults, and individuals of all abilities. This will involve inclusive play areas, 
comfortable and accessible seating, provisions for informal gatherings, and flexible spaces 
for community events. 

Enhances Amenity and Usability: The focus will be on creating a park that is not only visually 
appealing but also highly functional and enjoyable for all. This includes considerations for 
wayfinding, lighting, safety, and the overall flow and organisation of the park space. 

Aligns with City and Community Goals: The revitalised park will contribute to the city’s goals 
for high-quality public spaces, promoting health and well-being, fostering community 
interaction, and enhancing the overall urban environment. It will be designed to ensure it truly 
serves the communities needs and aspirations. 

As part of this comprehensive reimagining, we are proposing to decommission the existing 
Community Centre in the park for reasons detailed earlier. To ensure uninterrupted 
community services, an alternative building in the neighbouring community has been 
identified. This decommissioning will allow for much-needed cohesive open space in the 
North Inner City, allow for new park features, improve visibility, promote passive surveillance 
and improve the overall sense of safety, while also removing an unsightly structure from the 
reimagined park design. 
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The Path Network  

The Design of the Parks path system responds to the precise geometry of the square with a 
symmetrical layout featuring winding paths to create an attractive classical, playful 
composition. 

This proposal intends to recreate the exact layout of the original path system following the 
ordinance survey plan from 1837. The layout/design was confirmed by an investigatory 
archaeological dig in 2024. This proposal to reconstruct over three quarters of it to the 
original plan, excluding areas of the retained facilities.  

There are there three path types within the Network. Working from the outside in there is: 
The Dog Path, the serpentine paths and the Central Circular Path. 

                     

Figure 42: Existing Plan of Mountjoy Square Park  
Figure 43: Proposed Path network of Mountjoy Square Park 

 

 

Figure 44: Three plans highlighting the 3 path systems form the ordinance survey mapping 
from 1837. From left to right the Blue path highlights the dog path, the yellow path highlights 
the serpentine paths and the magenta path is the Central Circular path.  
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There are two surface treatments proposed, the Dog path and the Serpentine path are 
proposed to be a Hoggin Surface, a compacted water-bound gravel with a metal edge and will 
look similar to the Merrion Square and James Joyce Street Park examples below.  The gravel 
colour for both paths shall be a golden/buff colour, creating a visual and audible contrast to 
the surrounding environment. 

    

Figure 45: Image of Hoggin Path in Merrion Sq Park 
Figure 46: Image of Hoggin Path in James Joyce Street Park 
 

A Hoggin path, is a historically appropriate material for the historical parks. The natural 
material and appearance of a hoggin path can contribute to a stronger sense of connection 
with the park’s natural environment.  A Hoggin path can often evoke a sense of traditional 
landscaping and can add a rustic charm to a park, particularly in heritage settings. The 
combination of visual appeal, tactile feel, and good drainage can contribute to a more 
comfortable and enjoyable experience for park visitors. 

The Central Circular Path and the direct linkages to the 5 entrance gates are to be a tarmac 
path with a golden/buff colour resin bonded chip, high friction surface, with a metal edge. This 
material has been proposed for the areas requiring a more hard wearing surface to facilitate 
high pedestrian usage and occasional events and associated servicing.  Tarmac is a 
historically appropriate material, the resin bonded surface will create a more visually pleasing 
aesthetic, blending into the overall path network, and will look similar to the Crosscare 
Community and the Bus Aras Triangle examples below. 

         

Figure 47: Image of a recent Tarmac resin bonded chip surface in the Crosscare Community 
Centre Cafe, installed as part of The NEIC Greening Strategy.  
Figure 48: Image of a recent Tarmac resin bonded chip surface at Memorial Row Traffic Island, 
installed as part of The NEIC Greening Strategy. 
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Throughout the park network, it is proposed to install raised edging in the form of ankle rails, 
approximately 125mm in height. This design choice for footpath edging in formal gardens 
aligns with early 19th-century aesthetics and offers several advantages. It clearly defines path 
boundaries, guiding visitors and preventing encroachment onto lawns and flowerbeds by 
both park users and service providers, is a crucial aspect of any meticulously designed formal 
layouts such as Mountjoy Square Park. Furthermore, this style of raised edging, consistent 
with the era’s emphasis on symmetry, geometry, and clear spatial divisions, reinforces these 
principles by providing strong horizontal lines and visual structure, thereby adding 
architectural interest and visual layering while maintaining historical accuracy within the 
formal garden style. 

                  
Figure 49: Image of raised ankle either side of the footpath in St Stephens Green Dublin. 
Figure 50: Image of raised edge/ ankle rail in Parc Luxembourg.  
 
As highlighted previously, the park levels have changed considerably over the last two 
centuries, creating a raised centre within the park. This change in levels has resulted in 
footpaths, particularly in the centre, with gradients that are now significantly steeper than the 
original design. As part of this proposal, the levels within the center of the park will be reduced 
to lower these gradients, directly improving universal access throughout the Park. This will 
also restore and evoke the original design intention of the pleasure garden, promoting ease of 
use and enjoyment for all visitors. 

The Central Lawn, Planting and Trees  
 
The Central Lawn 
In the context of an early 19th-century classically designed Georgian park, the Central Lawn 
in Mountjoy Square was more than just an open green space. It was a fundamental element 
of the design, with symbolic, aesthetic, and social significance. Its proposed restoration 
today as part of this project brings a wealth of social benefits, while also reconnecting the 
community with the areas cultural landscape heritage and providing vital useable public 
open space for all members of the community. 
 
The central lawn would have served as the visual heart of the park. Classical design 
principles emphasised order, symmetry, and clear sightlines. The expansive lawn provided a 
focal point, often framed by avenues of trees and architectural features. It acted as an 
organising principle, allowing visitors to orient themselves and appreciate the overall layout 
and grandeur of the park. 
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Figure 51: OS mapping 1837, highlighting the central lawn  
Figure 52: Image highlighting crowds of people using a lawn 
 
While a place for social interaction, the vastness of the central lawn would have offered a 
sense of peace and escape from the increasingly crowded and industrialised surrounding 
urban environments. The uninterrupted view and the feeling of openness contributed to a 
sense of calm and well-being. 
Restoring the central lawn in a historically significant park such as Mountjoy Square offers 
numerous social benefits in contemporary society today.  
 
The provision of a large useable flexible lawn area provides a valuable open green space for 
recreation for all people of all ages and abilities, in a part of the city that is limited in its 
provision of open space. It will become a place for informal sports, picnics, dog walking, 
children’s play, outdoor classrooms, and simply relaxing in nature. That is crucial for 
physical and mental well-being. 
 
The central lawn in Georgian squares is a significant draw and a key element in establishing 
a park’s enduring appeal within an area. On any sunny day in Dublin, these lawn areas are 
the primary attraction for a diverse range of park users, from tourists and office workers to 
parents, schools, and the local community. They offer a tranquil space for individuals and 
groups to socialise, picnic, and play freely, while simultaneously allowing them to enjoy the 
vibrancy of the city and its people. Mountjoy Square Park, with its inherent potential could 
become one of the cities most sophisticated and attractive parks, that will significantly 
contribute to the local economy through increased visitor numbers and associated 
spending. 

       
Figure 53: Image of events highlighting picnicking/socialising on Merrion square lawn  
Figure 54: Image of highlighting the use of the lawn for informal casual sports  
Figure 55: Image highlighting the use of the lawn for casual play 
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Trees  
As part of the proposed park redesign, we are aware the it is an unavoidable consequence of 
the project’s objectives that a number of trees may be lost. This removal is primarily driven 
by two factors: the realignment and introduction of accessible pathways, which intersect 
with existing tree locations, and the essential reduction of the park’s central ground level to 
mitigate steep gradients and enhance universal access, as previously detailed. 
 
To mitigate the impact of any trees lost, a comprehensive compensatory planting scheme 
will be implemented. For each tree lost, a replacement tree will be planted. While species 
selection may deviate from the original specimens to enhance biodiversity and resilience, 
careful consideration will be given to selecting appropriate species that align with the park’s 
historical character and Dublin City Councils ecological goals. 
 
Furthermore, planting younger trees will contribute to a more diverse age profile within the 
park’s tree population. A strategic approach to age diversification is crucial for long-term 
park management, ensuring that the tree population does not reach maturity 
simultaneously, thereby reducing the risk of widespread decline or disease susceptibility. 
 
Throughout the project’s construction phase, continuous arboricultural assessments will be 
conducted. Every effort will be made to preserve trees that are at risk for removal, provided 
that such preservation is deemed feasible and does not compromise the project’s core 
objectives. 
 
All works conducted in proximity to existing trees will adhere strictly to the following British 
Standards: 
 - BS 5837:2012 Trees in relation to design, demolition and construction  
 - BS 3998:2010 Tree work  
Any deviation from BS will require explicit written approval from the Dublin City Council 
Parks, Biodiversity & Landscape Services Tree Officer. This ensures that all tree-related 
activities are conducted with the utmost care and in accordance with established best 
practices and the Dublin City Council Tree Strategy. 

  

Figure 56: Plan highlighting existing tree conditions overlaid on to the proposed layout of 
Mountjoy Square Park - Refer to Tree Survey  
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Planting 
The original park’s planting nodes as illustrated in Figure 59, would have consisted of 
substantial beds bordered by mown grass margins. While specific records of the original 
planting scheme used in Mountjoy Square are unavailable, the Parks Department has 
extensive research on other historical parks and possesses detailed documentation 
regarding plant types and sizes used in historical parks throughout Dublin and the city. 
Planting at this time was well documented in newspapers and Journals such as the 
Gardeners’ Chronicle, Journal of Horticulture and The Agricultural Gazette. Many planting 
schemes can also be interrupted from paintings, which was a popular tradition in capturing 
the ornamental gardens of the time, which were held in high esteem.  
 
This proposal aims to reinterpret the original planting palette, acknowledging that the 
mature original design would have created a significant sense of enclosure around the 
central lawn. To maintain a strong visual connection between the street and the lawn, the 
design will employ carefully selected planting, horticultural maintenance, and the use of 
grass margins around the beds. 

The appreciation of horticulture as a recreational activity is thriving due to its multifaceted 
benefits, evident in the growing demand for more Greening Strategies and its increasing 
popularity within society. It offers a unique way for all ages to connect with nature, improve 
physical and mental well-being, express creativity, and engage with a growing community of 
like-minded individuals. As people seek more meaningful and sustainable environments, 
this appreciation continues to flourish. This context sets the stage for a proposal that will 
see Mountjoy Square become an exemplar space for horticulture in the city. 

The proposed planting scheme will evoke the spirit of the original park while adapting to the 
needs of a modern urban environment, including adherence to the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 
and the Dublin City Council Biodiversity Action Plan. It is important to note that planting 
beds in garden squares were not static features but rather evolved with changing 
horticultural trends, providing seasonal interest and reflecting ever changing contemporary 
tastes and styles. 

 
Figure 59: OS mapping 1837, highlighting the planting nodes 
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Play  

As highlighted previously, the current play opportunities are very limited and unsympathetic 
to the Park’s original character and appeal. This proposal seeks to upgrade the park’s play 
opportunities to facilitate children and adults of all ages and abilities, promoting positive 
activity throughout the park and fostering inclusivity. 

The path layout in itself is a playful composition that will promote exploration and adventure 
within the newly re-imagined park. The proposed reintroduction of the planting nodes, as 
illustrated in figure 59, provides the structure and the footprint of the original park’s design. 
These nodes, along with the serpentine paths, allow for the creation of Nature Based Play 
opportunities while maintaining the integrity of the original park’s elegance and form, and 
enabling positive park users and activity while discouraging negative activities within the 
park.  

Based on consultations within the North East Inner City, there is a need to facilitate 
neurodivergent and sensory design opportunities. Mountjoy Square Park has the potential to 
create a tranquil space within the City, promoting universal design and opportunities for 
everyone to enjoy the outdoors. 
 
The Proposed play interventions will include play elements that allow for the exploration and 
stimulation of senses, including Touch (Tactile), Sight (Visual), Hearing (Auditory), Smell 
(Olfactory), Movement (Vestibular), and Body Awareness (Proprioception). Incorporating 
these elements within the proposal will engage these senses, as sensory play provides rich 
learning experiences that support cognitive development, language skills, fine and gross 
motor skills, social-emotional growth, and sensory integration. 
 
This initiative proposes the strategic installation of engaging play elements along the historic 
park’s serpentine paths, creating an innovative play trail that seamlessly integrates with the 
existing planting nodes. More than just adding play equipment, this design aims to revitalise 
the park with a vibrant and positive energy, fostering a dynamic and inclusive environment 
for visitors of all ages and abilities. As such, the proposed play trail represents a valuable 
investment in the community’s well-being and the park’s future, promising to activate the 
space with positive energy, create a more engaging and inclusive environment, and unlock a 
multitude of physical, cognitive, social, and emotional benefits for all who visit. 

 
Figure 60: Plan of Mountjoy square highlighting the  proposed conceptual layout on the 
proposed play trial following the serpentine path system.  
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Figure 61: Mood Board - demonstrating the variety of play opportunities within this proposal 
covers all aspects of play including: play elements that allow for the exploration and 
stimulation of senses, including Touch, Sight, Hearing, Smell, Movement, and Body 
Awareness, as well as opportunities for all parks users of all ages and abilities to socialise.  
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Seating 

The current seating in the park is varied in design and quality. This proposal aims to create a 
uniform seating provision that is of high quality and reflects the Georgian-era, resulting in a 
uniquely designed Mountjoy Square Park Bench. Fortunately, examples of original seating 
from that era are available to reference their design, and the benches will be fabricated 
using traditional workmanship. Litter bins will also be provided within the park and will 
adopt a more traditional design approach in keeping with the seating. 

The seating will consist of two styles. The first being a traditional park bench following the 
serpentine path. The second bench will be a curved bench that will run around the circular 
path, looking inward towards the central lawn. This bench will also have a secondary 
purpose in protecting the outer ornamental Georgian garden from lawn events and the 
elimination of desire lines through the planting beds. While the benches will be designed in 
the Georgian style, they will ensure to take account of universal design principles in relation 
to the provision of seating. 

Universal design principles for seating prioritise equitable use by offering diverse options 
(with/without armrests, varying heights/depths, postures etc.) in inclusive arrangements. 
Flexibility is key, allowing user choice in arrangement and accommodating mobility aids. 
Seating should be simple and intuitive to use, with clear visibility and perceptible 
information like good contrast and tactile cues, ensuring comfortable and inclusive seating 
for everyone. 

                

Figure 62: Plan of Mountjoy square highlighting the proposed conceptual layout of the 
proposed seating layout.  

Figure 63: Example of Georgian Benches  
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Lighting 

The former public oil lighting of Mountjoy Square, commissioned in 1802, was integral to the 
original design and function of the planned Georgian square. Based on the research in the 
accompanying study, Illuminating Mountjoy Square, it is concluded that the original lighting 
scheme consisted of 84 oil-fuelled lamp irons, i.e. freestanding lamp standards, incorporated 
at regular intervals in the railings enclosing the square. 

The available evidence suggests that the square’s lighting was confined to lamp irons only 
and generally points to an original number of 84, which is consistent with the number of single 
newels surviving on the square today.  

As part of the current railing restoration works these lamps have been recreated at the 4 main 
entrances. Figure 64 shows an image of these lamps in insitu within the square. A number of 
them have been in place for approximately 10 years and have been well received by the 
surrounding community and stakeholders for their architectural detail and sense of history.  

It is as part of this proposal to restore/recreate all 84 Lamps Irons back to Mountjoy Square. 
The restoration of these historic Georgian lamps in Mountjoy Square has the potential to be a 
transformative project from a Cultural landscape aesthetic perspective. It will not only restore 
a crucial element of the square’s historical character and eloquence but also establish it as a 
unique and visually compelling space within Dublin, enhancing its beauty, ambiance, and 
overall sense of place. The existing public lighting columns will be retained on site and aligned 
with the new perimeter footpath. 

      
Figure 64: Image of the prototype lamp iron currently on Mountjoy Square. and an example of 
what will be installed for the proposed full restoration of all 84 Lamp Irons.  
Figure 65: Image, demonstrating an example of feature park lighting of a circular central lawn  
 
Currently, at night, the park within the Square provokes an ominous and uninviting 
atmosphere, contributing to a perception of safety concerns within the broader surrounding 
urban context. This is due to the lack of feature lighting in the park, resulting in a very dark 
central area within the square. While the restoration of the perimeter lighting will significantly 
improve this situation, the core centre of the park requires additional feature lighting to help 
eliminate the sense of hidden spaces and address safety concerns within the square. 
Therefore, this proposal includes incorporating additional lighting within the park to further 
enhance its visual appeal, promote safety, and deter anti-social behaviour. The additional 
lighting will be designed to transform a potentially dark and uninviting space into a visually 
engaging, atmospheric, and appealing destination, while taking account of potential 
ecological concerns. The new lighting within the park will focus on highlighting the central 
lawn as not just a focal point during the day but at night as well.   
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Additional Park Facilities  

Interpretation 

Mountjoy Square, deeply interwoven with the tapestry of Dublin life for generations, offers a 
compelling setting to interpret its rich history. To ensure this history is accessible and 
engaging for everyone, our interpretive approach will embrace the principles of Universal 
Design and inclusivity. This means creating experiences that can be understood and enjoyed 
by people of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds. 

The key themes that will be explored, will include: 

Mountjoy Square: People and Place: This theme will celebrate the diverse individuals who 
have lived in and visited Mountjoy Square. We will highlight the contributions of prominent 
figures like Sean O’Casey, Patrick Pearse, and W.B. Yeats.  

Georgian Dublin: Exploring Dublin’s Georgian squares, and the architecture of Mountjoy 
Square, will emphasise the evolution of these spaces over time. 

Political Echoes: The significant role of Mountjoy Square in political events, such as the 
planning of the Easter Rising and meetings of the First Dáil Éireann.  

Plant Hunters: Connecting with Nature: The stories of notable Irish plant hunters and the 
plants associated with them growing in the park offer opportunities for multi-sensory 
interpretation. 

By embedding Universal Design and inclusivity at the heart of our interpretive approach, we 
will aim to create a welcoming and enriching experience that allows everyone to connect with 
the fascinating history and natural beauty of Mountjoy Square. This commitment ensures that 
the stories of the square are not only told but also accessible to all. 

 

Figure 66: Plan highlighting location of proposed services  
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Toilets  
A proposal of this project is to retrofit of the Mountjoy Square parks depot to include toilet 
facilities, directly addressing a regular stakeholder and community request. Providing 
accessible toilets will significantly enhance public amenity by increasing comfort, 
convenience, and inclusivity, encouraging longer visits and supporting park events. This 
essential addition will also improve hygiene and public health by preventing unsanitary 
practices and promoting a cleaner environment, ultimately reinforcing Mountjoy Square’s role 
as a vital and well-serviced community park in the north inner city. 

 
Figure 67: image of toilet facilities in a park 
 
Water 
As part of this proposal and following regular requests within the community and across the 
city, the proposal will include for the provision of drinking fountains for Mountjoy Square Park, 
a feature that will contribute to the park’s long-term viability and the well-being of its users. 
By providing a free and accessible source of water, we aim to support those training, playing, 
and relaxing in the park, encouraging longer stays without the burden of additional expense. 

 
Figure 68: Image of a drinking fountain 

Power 
In alignment with the commitment to creating more sustainable and environmentally 
conscious public open spaces, it is proposed to install in-ground power units within Mountjoy 
Square Park. This initiative aims to establish a dependable and readily available power supply 
for a diverse range of community and local events held within the park. By eliminating the 
need for noisy petrol-powered generators, currently the primary source of temporary power, 
this project offers significant environmental benefits, including reduced noise pollution and 
greenhouse gas emissions. Furthermore, the integrated power infrastructure will enhance the 
efficiency of both routine park maintenance and the seamless execution of events, ensuring 
operational continuity and a more positive experience for all park users. This investment in 
sustainable infrastructure will ensure Mountjoy Square Park is well-serviced and adaptable 
to the evolving needs of the community for years to come. 
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The Promenade - Perimeter Park Footpath  
Currently the streets forming the Square are very vehicle oriented, while also deficient in 
terms of the pedestrian and cyclist experience. With Bus connects providing new public 
transport on nearby streets, this opportunity now presents an opportunity to redress the 
balance, and make these streets more inviting for local residents and visitors alike, rather than 
motorists passing through the neighbourhood. 
 
As part of the Mountjoy Square Park Re-imagining works it is proposed to refurbish the 
surrounding perimeter footpath of the park to create a more welcoming and inclusive and 
useable space to match the other Georgian Squares and Parks on the Southside of the city. 
 

     
Figure 70: Image Merrion Square promenade 
Figure 71: Image of Stephens Green Square   
 

As highlighted previously in this report the current footpath is approx. 2.5m wide and 
congested with both street clutter and pinch points with the location of numerous bus stops 
that create gathering points and difficult to transverse locations, while being surrounded by 
traffic and car parking with very large junctions creating an uninviting and generally hostile 
environment for pedestrians.   
 

It is proposed as part of this project to expand the footpath width to create a promenade 
around the park, similar to that seen in Merrion Square Park and St Stephens Green. The 
footpath will be increased in width on all side from approx. 2.5m to 5m, to insure the symmetry 
of the square is retained which is a core design principle of the squares layout. This will involve 
the narrowing of the carriageway around the square, the parks department is working closely 
with Dublin City Council Traffic to ensure this vision is in line with the Dublin City Transport 
Plan.  
 

The Dublin City Transport Plan also highlights the requirement for a cycle lane on Mountjoy 
Square West which is included in this proposal. The Carriageway that surrounds Mountjoy 
Square is approximately 15m on all sides and can accommodate the narrowing of the 
carriageway while maintaining the existing services that surround the park such as Bus Stops, 
Cycle Parking and Car Parking. As part of the proposed cycle track on Mountjoy Square West 
the car parking on this side of the square will be removed. There currently is amble car parking 
availability around the Square and the 9 spaces removed on Mountjoy Square West can be 
facilitated on the other three sides of the square as highlighted in the next chapters. 
 

The DCC Development Plan describes Policies (see below) that strengthen the case for public 
realm improvements in Mountjoy Square. 



47 | P a g e  
 

SC2 City’s Character: To develop the city’s character by: 
cherishing and enhancing Dublin’s renowned streets, civic spaces and squares; 
developing a sustainable network of safe, clean, attractive streets, pedestrian routes and 
large pedestrian zones lanes and cycleways in order to make the city more coherent and 
navigable and creating further new streets as part of the public realm when the opportunities 
arise protecting the grain, scale and vitality of city streets and encouraging the development 
of appropriate and sustainable building heights to ensure efficient use of resources, services 
and public transport infrastructure and that protects the heritage and natural assets of the 
city revitalising the north and south Georgian squares and their environs and realising their 
residential potential 
 
SC4 Recreational and Cultural Events:   
To promote and support a variety of recreational and cultural events in the city’s civic spaces; 
as well as the development of new and the retention and enhancement of existing civic and 
cultural spaces. 
 
SC5 Urban Design and Architectural Principles:  
To promote the urban design and architectural principles set out in Chapter 15, and in the 
Dublin City Public Realm Strategy 2012, in order to achieve a climate resilient, quality, 
compact, well-connected city and to ensure Dublin is a healthy and attractive city to live, 
work, visit and study in. 
 

 
Figure 72: Sketch section highlighting the typical situation of the current perimeter footpath 
 

 
Figure 73: Sketch section highlighting the typical situation of the proposed perimeter 
footpath 
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As part of this proposal is it also an intention to replace the existing trees, which are in poorly 
constructed tree pits. The current trees are of moderate value and have a short expected life 
span. As part of this proposal it is proposed to construct tree pits that can sustain long lived 
tree species, while also insuring that the tree co-exists with the existing street infrastructure 
and aesthetics. The re-alignment of the trees will allow for the opening up of the promenade 
and improve and enhance the symmetry of the square, having equal numbers of trees on all 
four sides. Species selection will follow the principles of the Dublin City Tree Strategy. The 
proposed constructed tree pits and the promenade will allow for various Nature Based 
Solutions and SUDS opportunities as highlighted in the next chapters, that will be developed 
with the Drainage and SUDS Departments.  
 

 
Figure 74: Image, of constructed tree pit 
Figure 75: Image of tree pit being constructed 
Figure 76: Image of tree pit being constructed 
 
The Proposed materials palette for the proposed promenade will consist of three core 
principles: 

• The Materials will be of High Quality, to both restore prominence, and to mark 
Mountjoy Square Park as a Destination Space and a Landmark within the North Inner 
City  

• The Materials will Protect & Support the Character of Mountjoy Square, using 
materials and architectural details that would have been used when the square was 
first laid out.  

• The Materials will be Coherent and Legible, and promote comfortable user 
experience and universal design principles.  

To evoke the quality of Mountjoy square this proposal, proposes using the historical 
materials palette, predominantly using granite flags and kerbs on the proposed promenade. 
Allowing for the reinstatement of any historic paving and kerbing in their original locations as 
far as practically possible so as to protect the legibility and understanding of the historic 
streets and the line of their pavements. Proposals are to be carried out in line with 
Department of Heritage Advice Series for Paving, including best conservation practice 
procedures on the lifting and relaying of historic street surfaces. 
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Figure 77: Image highlighting the Architectural detail, radial fan granite corners 
Figure 78: Image, highlighting radial granite paving at Cork Hill, Dublin 
 

        
Figure 79: Image highlighting the historical material palette installed on Wolfetone Street 
Figure 80: Image highlighting the reinstatement of historic kerbing in their original locations 
on Clarendon’s Street.  
 
To further enhance the accessibility and overall experience of the reimagined Mountjoy 
Square, this proposal includes improving the junctions at all four corners of the square. 
Currently, these junctions often prioritise vehicular flow, creating challenging and 
uncomfortable crossing points for pedestrians and cyclists. The proposed improvements aim 
to transform these spaces into seamless transitions between the surrounding streets, the 
park, and the new promenade, prioritising ease of movement and a sense of safety and 
comfort for all users. 
 
Specifically, the redesign of these junctions will consider several key user experience factors: 

• Enhanced Pedestrian Priority: Implementing features such as shortened crossing 
distances, tactile paving for visually impaired users, wider, clearly marked pedestrian 
crossings will encourage safer and more comfortable access to the park and 
promenade. 

• Improved Cyclist Integration: The junction redesign will incorporate safe and intuitive 
dedicated cycle lane on Mountjoy Square West. 

• Enhanced Visibility and Sightlines: Removing obstructions and ensuring clear 
sightlines for all road users will be paramount in improving safety and reducing anxiety 
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when navigating the junctions. This includes careful placement of street furniture, 
signage, and landscaping. 

• Intuitive Wayfinding: Clear and consistent signage will guide pedestrians and cyclists 
towards the park entrances and along the promenade, ensuring a stress-free and 
easily navigable environment. 

• Universal Design Principles: All junction improvements will adhere to universal design 
principles, ensuring accessibility for people of all ages and abilities, including those 
using wheelchairs, mobility aids, or pushchairs. This includes level access, smooth 
surfaces, and appropriate gradients. 

• Aesthetic Integration: The materials and design of the junction improvements will be 
consistent with the overall aesthetic of the reimagined square and promenade, 
creating a cohesive and visually appealing environment that enhances the user 
experience. 
 

Pedestrian Focused design principles at the junctions within this proposal aims to create a 
truly welcoming and accessible environment around Mountjoy Square, encouraging greater 
interaction with the park and promenade for all members of the community and visitors alike. 
These improved junctions will be crucial in transforming the perimeter from a vehicle-
dominated space into a comfortable and enjoyable experience for pedestrians and cyclists.  
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Car Parking - Cycle Parking  
 

 
Figure 81: Existing Plan of Mountjoy Square highlighting the car parking and cycling 
infrastructure to be retained/removed  

 
Figure 82: Plan of Mountjoy Square highlighting the car parking and cycling infrastructure 
proposed as part of this project 
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As part of the Dublin City Council Transport Plan, a dedicated cycle lane is proposed for 
Mountjoy Square West. This initiative, integrated into the broader Transport Department’s 
strategy, necessitates the relocation of existing Dublin Bike infrastructure and will result in 
the loss of nine car parking spaces. This parking reduction has been accounted for within 
the project’s overall design, with efforts made to mitigate potential parking impacts across 
the square. 
 
To optimise car parking availability around the square, the existing layout will be rationalized. 
This involves removing current obstructions and streamlining cycling infrastructure. These 
improvements are projected to increase the total available car parking provision from 
approximately 360 linear meters to 450 linear meters, including the addition of new 
accessible parking spaces. The existing Dublin Bikes infrastructure will be seamlessly 
integrated into the proposed public realm including additional Bicycle parking locations 
from 3 to 4, and the existing Dublin Bus stops will be retained within the proposed public 
realm enhancements. 
 

 
Figure 83: Images highlighting the existing Cycle infrastructure around Mountjoy Square Park  

 

Figure 84: Images highlighting the existing long term obstructions within the existing car 
parking layout  
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SUDS  

An integral component of this proposal, and in adherence to the Dublin City Council’s 
Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) guidance documents, it is proposed to 
implement a fully self-contained and efficient surface water management strategy for the 
entire project site. This approach aims to minimise off-site discharge and maximise on-site 
water retention and reuse, significantly enhancing the project’s environmental performance. 

A key element of this strategy involves the development of the proposed new perimeter 
footpath as a continuous structural soil system. This design will serve as a primary source 
control mechanism, capturing and storing surface water runoff directly at the point of entry 
through a designed source control inlet system. This stored water will concurrently provide 
essential hydration and support for the Urban Tree Modules strategically positioned around 
the park’s perimeter. Any surplus water within this integrated system will be redirected into 
the park’s internal planting zones, where it will actively contribute to the hydration of the 
subsoils, reducing the need for supplemental irrigation. 

Furthermore, within the park’s design is the substantial depaving and removal of over 5,850 
square meters of existing impermeable hard surfacing predominantly asphalt. This will be 
replaced with permeable footpaths, reducing surface runoff and enhancing groundwater 
recharge. Two distinct footpath types have been selected to optimise performance and 
durability: 

• Footpath Type 1: Hoggin surfacing, ideal for areas with moderate foot traffic, offering 
excellent permeability and a natural aesthetic. 

• Footpath Type 2: Comprising resin and chip surfacing on a permeable asphalt base, 
specifically designed for high-traffic areas, ensuring durability, longevity, and permeability. 

The foundational layers for all footpaths will consist of engineered structural soils and 
integrated land drains. These components will collectively create extensive surface water 
retention areas beneath the path surfaces. This sub-surface storage capacity will further 
mitigate peak flows, contribute to preventing localised flooding, and contribute to the overall 
hydrological balance of the site. 

This SUDS approach not only aligns with the Dublin City Council’s environmental objectives 
but also demonstrates a commitment to creating a resilient, ecologically sound, and visually 
appealing urban realm and park within the heart of Dublin’s Georgian Quarter. 
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Figure 85: Proposed SUDS and NBS for Mountjoy Square Park.  
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9.0 Preliminary Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 

The aim of this Preliminary Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) is to 
address issues that can arise during construction including noise and vibration, traffic 
management, working hours, pollution control, dust control, road cleaning, ecology/habitats,  
compound / public health facilities and staff parking, all associated with the construction 
works. This plan will be updated by the contractor and agreed with Dublin City County in 
advance of the construction phase. The updated plan will include an Operational Health & 
Safety (OH&S) Management Plan, an Environmental Management Plan, including Waste 
Management Plan & a Pedestrian and Traffic Management Plan 

The Construction Management Plan will be integrated into and implemented throughout the 
construction phases of the project to ensure the following: 

that all site activities are effectively managed to minimise the generation of waste and to 
maximise the opportunities for on-site reuse and recycling of waste materials; 

that all waste materials generated by site activities, that cannot be reused on site, are 
removed from site by appropriately permitted waste haulage contractors and that all wastes 
are disposed of at approved waste licensed/permitted facilities in compliance with the Waste 
Management Acts 1996 to 2005; 

that any environmental impacts (noise, vibration, dust, ecology) of project construction work 
activities on receptors, properties and habitats located adjacent to the project work areas, 
and on the local receiving environment, are managed and controlled. 

Site Establishment 

The contractor will provide all necessary accommodation, material handling and secure 
storage for its operations. Construction plant and site amenities will comply with the 
requirements of all relevant authorities and be wholly contained within the hoarded site. All 
construction plant and equipment will be progressively removed when no longer required. 
First Aid facilities for the use of all construction staff in the form of a fully provisioned first aid 
area within the site office with lifesaving and safety equipment as required by relevant 
statues, authorities and awards will be maintained at all times by the contractor. The 
contractor will obtain all required permits, pay the applicable fees and comply with all 
conditions. 

Prevention of unauthorised access to the site is a high priority and will be managed 
throughout the construction period. When the contractor is appointed, the site will be 
secured with site barriers and hoardings in accordance with the final construction 
management plan. 

 

Construction site access will be via the existing vehicle gates to the site and will be further 
developed as part of the Construction Traffic Management Plan.  

All deliveries to site will be scheduled to ensure their timely arrival and avoid the need for 
storing large quantities of materials on site. Deliveries will be scheduled outside of rush hour 
traffic to avoid disturbance to pedestrian and vehicular traffic in the vicinity of the site. 
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On-site facilities shall include: 

• a materials and equipment storage area; 
• a site office; 
• staff welfare facilities (e.g. toilets, drying room, canteen, etc.). 

Electricity will be provided to the site via national grid. Water supply to the site during 
construction works will be provided by means of an existing connection to a public watermain 
already withing the park. 

Subject to the agreement of the Planning Authority, the following site operation hours are 
proposed: 

• Monday to Friday: 07:00 to 19:00 
• Saturdays: 08:00 to 14:00 
• Sundays & Bank Holidays: Works not permitted 

It may be necessary for some construction operations to be undertaken outside these times, 
for example: service diversions and connections; There may also be occasions where it is 
necessary to make certain deliveries outside these times, for example, where large loads are 
limited to road usage outside peak times. 

The contractor will establish guidelines and controls for all activities that may impact on the 
surrounding environment for the duration of the works, including; air, water, land, natural 
resources, flora, fauna, soils, humans, and their interrelation. 

The establishment and management of on-site facilities, including materials storage, site 
offices, and staff welfare areas, will be carefully planned to minimize ecological impacts. 
Specifically, the location of these facilities will consider the proximity to sensitive habitats, 
with particular attention paid to mature trees that could provide foraging corridors. Ground 
disturbance will be limited to the designated footprints to protect existing soil structures and 
avoid compaction, thereby preserving soil health and its associated invertebrate 
communities. Measures will be implemented to prevent spills from stored materials that 
could contaminate soils, and all waste from welfare facilities will be managed responsibly to 
prevent pollution and protect local biodiversity. Prior to any site clearance or earthworks, 
assessments will be undertaken to identify and mitigate potential impacts on protected 
species such as bats, and to ensure appropriate tree protection measures are in place where 
retained trees are adjacent to the proposed facility areas. 

The Contractor shall implement measures to eliminate and reduce noise levels where 
possible. All construction activities will be carried out in compliance with the 
recommendations of BS 5228, Noise Control on Construction and open sites part 1 
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10.0 Consultations 

There have been a number of public consultations held leading up to the development of the 
current proposals included in this application, which are discussed below. 

Mountjoy Square Park Consultation –The Studio 

As part of this consultation, The Studio, an internal City Council resource comprising cross-
departmental personnel within the City Manager’s department, undertook a five-day period 
of street conversations. During this time, 261 individuals in and adjacent to the park were 
engaged. The findings of this consultation are detailed in the accompanied reports. 

The following key points and opinions emerged from the interviews: 

The park is valued for its diverse uses, encompassing play, both passive and active recreation, 
and its function as a pedestrian thoroughfare within the Square. 

Interviewees expressed strong appreciation for the park, highlighting the playground, its 
provision of recreational and social space, and its tranquil, natural character within the city, 
which generally elicited positive emotional responses. 

Concerns were raised regarding the prevalence of anti-social behaviour, specifically drug and 
alcohol use, as well as issues related to dog control. 

While this consultation provided valuable insights into public perceptions of the park at that 
time, it is noted that the Square’s historical and cultural heritage were less prominent in the 
discussions. The core rationale behind this application is to address anti-social issues by 
enhancing the park’s overall appeal, thereby attracting more positive use and deterring 
negative behaviour. The proposed design also seeks to balance recreational opportunities 
with community facilities. 

Consultation on Conservation Plan & Historic Landscape Study - DCC Parks & Mountjoy 
Square Society 

This Conservation Study and direct consultation on its findings and proposal were made with 
the three community organisations currently using the park. The study report is contained 
within the part 8 pack and the full reports on consultations of organisations within the park 
are on pages 65-68. In summary the following key points/opinions were expressed: 

St Brigid’s Day Nursery:  

• St Brigid’s provide early childhood care and educational services. 

• They have a strong appreciation of the park environment in which they are located. 

• Concern over anti-social issues in park. 
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• Alterations of the nursery would require approval of the Board of Directors and ideally 
 they would prefer to remain as part of the current plans being proposed. 

North Centre City Community Action Project: 

NCCCAP provide fetac level training in sports by using the parks community building and 
hardcourt areas in the park. 

They had no objection to the proposals within the study and would require suitable alternative 
facilities if relocated. 

Community After Schools Project: 

CASPr provide an environment for planned activities and study for school children and are 
based in the park’s community centre with use of the external hardcourts. 

Concerned at anti-social activities in part and feel their presence contributes to security. 

They have no objection to the proposals under the study and could relocate subject to 
appropriate alternative facilities being available for their organisation. 

The replacement of the hardcourts by the proposed central lawn could restrict some of their 
activities. 

Dublin City Council supports these vital organisations that positively impact young people in 
the north inner-city community. The proposed park plan retains St. Brigid’s with minimal 
boundary and treatment alterations. The CASPr & NCCCP community building will be 
relocated to agreed site within the community. The conversion of the former tennis hardcourts 
to a central circular lawn will temporarily impact their use of this space during construction. 
 
The proposed enhancements are expected to create a more positive park environment for 
these organisations. 

8.4 Public Meeting  

A public meeting regarding the Conservation Study was held in April 2015. The meeting 
featured a presentation of the Study by conservation architects Howley Hayes and an outline 
of the project’s anticipated next steps by DCC Parks, Biodiversity & Landscape Services. Key 
discussion topics included: 

Park & Community 

Concerns were raised regarding the potential impact of the proposals on existing community 
uses within the park. The importance of St. Brigid’s Crèche to the local community was 
highlighted, along with the park’s role in serving diverse age groups. As previously detailed in 
this report, Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services has undertaken significant work 
within the local community to enhance surrounding services and facilities in nearby parks. 
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This proactive approach aims to mitigate any disruption caused by the proposed works, as 
alternative provisions are now available. Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services will also 
work closely with St. Brigid’s Crèche in the delivery of this proposal. 

Phasing  

Initial concerns were raised that the original proposal effectively divided the park into two 
distinct halves. Suggestions were also made to expedite the streetscape proposals. It was 
anticipated that further attention would be given to the public realm of the North Georgian 
Core. In response to these concerns, the project scope has been expanded to encompass 
public realm works on the perimeter footpaths and junctions, including the complete 
restoration of the railings and the reimagining of over three quarters of the footprint of the 
original park design.  

Anti-social activity 

Concerns have been raised regarding the level of anti-social activity in the park. The proposed 
redevelopment directly aims to address this issue by enhancing the park’s attractiveness to 
encourage positive use and deter negative behaviour. To support this, Parks, Biodiversity and 
Landscape Services will collaborate closely with An Garda Síochána. Evidence from the 
successful redevelopments of parks such as Diamond Park and James Joyce Street 
demonstrates that high-quality public open spaces foster positive engagement and help 
reduce anti-social behaviour.  

Trees 

Concerns were expressed regarding the removal of trees as part of the recent railing works, 
which was required to enable their restoration. The proposed park design also necessitates 
the removal of certain trees, a measure that will be offset by the planting of new trees. This 
approach aims to cultivate a healthy and resilient tree population with a balanced age profile, 
ensuring the long-term vitality of the park’s greenery. 

The Design  

The proposed park design has garnered both support and expressions of concern. A primary 
concern is that the current plan appears overly theoretical and may not adequately represent 
the perspectives of current park users. It is acknowledged, however, that the park’s location 
within a densely populated area ensures high levels of usage. The design aims to reconcile 
the reimagining of the historic landscape with contemporary needs, recognising the park’s 
importance as a resource for both local residents and the wider Dublin community, and its 
significance within the Architectural Conservation Area. 
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Mountjoy Square Georgian Society - Consultations 

As an invested community stakeholder group within the proposed project area, the Mountjoy 
Square Society has been a valuable contributor throughout the development of this project, 
providing essential input, historical information, specifications, and detailing for the 
reimagining of Mountjoy Square Park. The Mountjoy Square Society has indicated their full 
support for the proposed works to the park, the railings, and the perimeter footpath, 
expressing no objections to the plans. 

Disability Persons Organisations - Consultations 

The Mountjoy Square Park Project Team is committed to closely consulting and actively 
involving persons with disabilities, recognising the valuable input of Disabled Persons’ 
Organisations (DPOs) in this project’s development. In February 2025, an introductory email 
was sent to all DPOs informing them of the project. This was followed up in March 2025 with 
an invitation to a meeting to discuss key concerns and issues relevant to the proposed 
project. Two organisations responded, and meetings were held both in the park and online. 
These valuable discussions regarding the overall design and specific details will be further 
investigated and addressed during the project’s detailed design phase. 

Key topics and findings highlighted during these preliminary design discussions included: 

• Overall positive support for the proposals. 
• Emphasis on the importance of flat, level, slip-resistant footpaths with raised edges. 
• Concerns regarding the potential danger of electric and push bikes and scooters to 

pedestrians, particularly those with disabilities, within the park. 
• The importance of providing accessible and inclusive seating for people of all abilities. 
• Emphasis on the need for design continuity throughout the park. 
• The requirement for universally designed and inclusive interpretation and signage 

within the Park. 
• Emphasis on the importance for noise in terms of navigation 
• Relief area for guide dogs.  

The original 1802 design for Mountjoy Square Park inherently supports inclusive and universal 
design principles. Its symmetrical layout, characterized by simplicity and repetitive rhythm, 
is particularly beneficial for individuals with visuo-spatial impairments. The proposed 
redesign will replace all path surfaces with appropriate materials and reduce all gradients 
within the park’s path network to enhance mobility comfort, including raised edging on the 
new path layout. Furthermore, the park will feature inclusive seating throughout and be 
designated as a dismount zone for bikes and scooters. Soundscapes will be developed to 
enhance the user experience for all and act as an additional way finding measure. Releif areas 
for guide dogs will be provided and developed through the detail design stage.  
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As the detailed design of the proposed project progresses, DPOs will be informed and will 
continue to play an important role in the park’s development. 

 

Figure 81: Please walk your Wheels, Image highlighting pedestrian only zone within a park.  

North East Inner City Initiative - Sub Group 4  

April 2025, Including: Area Office and DCC Staff, An Garda Siochana, Community 
representatives, Department of Taoiseach, Art & Heritage representative  

• Overall there was positive support for the project 

• The importance of the park as an amenity was highlighted  

• The importance of the History of the square within Dublin was discussed  

• The diversity of the community was discussed  

• Concern raised over the increase in Anti-Social Behaviour in the area. 

The proposed redevelopment directly aims to address the issue of anti-social behaviour by 
enhancing the park’s activities and to encourage positive use to deter negative behaviour. To 
support this, Parks, Biodiversity and Landscape Services will collaborate closely with the 
community, An Garda Síochána and install a security presence within the park. Evidence from 



62 | P a g e  
 

the successful redevelopments of other parks in the area demonstrates that high-quality 
public open space foster positive engagement and helps reduce anti-social behaviour.  

An interpretive strategy will be established to emphasis and highlight the Square and the 
Parks story and historical importance to Dublin for the local community and visitors alike. 

 

Technical Departments 

In accordance with the Part 8 guidance procedures this document was circulated to the 
following technical departments for comment in July 2025.  

• City Architects 
• Planning & Property Development 
• Environment & Engineering-Waste Management Division 
• Environment & Engineering-Drainage & Wastewater Division 
• Roads & Traffic 

The Dublin City Council technical departments will be an integral part of the detail design and 
implementation stages of the project going forward to ensure best standards and practices 
are delivered across all the project disciplines required.  

Supporting reports, include:  

• MJSP_Drawings  
• MJSP_Conservation Plan Historic Landscape Study 
• MJSP_Ecology report 
• MJSP_Archaeological Testing 
• MJSP_Illuminating Mountjoy Square - Lamp Iron Study 
• MJSP_Tree Constraints Plan 
• MJSP_Bat survey 
• MJSP_CEMP 
• MJSP - EIA Screening Mountjoy Park  Rev July 
• MJSP - Appropriate Assessment Screening Report 
• MJSP_Site location map 

 

 

 

 

END.  


