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1 INTRODUCTION  

This Childcare and Schools Demand Assessment has been prepared by Brady Shipman Martin on behalf 
of the Land Development Agency in support of a planning application in accordance with Part XI of the 
Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), by the Land Development Agency (LDA) on behalf 
of Dublin City Council.  

The purpose of this report is to assess the provision and need for childcare facilities and school places 
in the area that are considered accessible to the subject application site of c.2.9ha (hereafter called ‘the 
site’). The site is located in an established residential area on lands zoned ‘Z1 - Sustainable 
Neighbourhoods’ and is located within ‘Strategic Development Residential Area (SDRA) 5 – Naas Road’ 
under the Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028. 

The proposed development will accommodate 383 no. apartments, community spaces, a creche and 
will also include for car parking, cycle parking, pedestrian and cycle links, storage, services and plant 
areas. Landscaping will include for high quality private open space, communal amenity areas and public 
open space provision. 

This report should be read in conjunction with the Community and Social Infrastructure Audit prepared 
by Brady Shipman Martin and all other documentation (reports and drawings) accompanying this 
application. Please see the accompanying Planning Report for a full detailed description of the proposed 
development.  

1.1 Background 
 
Childcare Facilities  
The provision of childcare facilities is an important factor for economic and social wellbeing. The 
Childcare Facilities Guidelines for Planning Authorities, 2001 (Childcare Facilities Guidelines 2001) 
states that access to quality childcare services contributes to the social, emotional, and educational 
development of children with clear economic benefits from the provision of childcare. Quality childcare 
can benefit children, their parents, employers, and communities in general.  
 
Schools Demand 
This Report has been prepared in response to the requirements of Dublin City Council who will consider 
future school developments having regard to specific requirements of the Department of Education 
and Skills and guidance set out within The Provision of Schools and the Planning System, A Code of 
Practice for Planning Authorities, the Department of Education and Science, and the Department of the 
Environment, Heritage and Local Government, 2008 (The Provision of Schools Guidelines, 2008). New 
schools shall be developed in areas where new/additional schools are required as identified by the 
Department, referred to as School Planning Areas, and/or within existing school/ education sites. 

1.2 Methodology  
Given the location of the site located in close proximity to Dublin City Centre location, a 1km and 1.5km 
linear catchment has been selected to assess childcare facilities and primary schools surrounding the 
subject site, which will be easily accessible for future residents.  

For the purposes of assessing secondary school provision, an extended catchment area of 1.5km was 
selected. Often children of secondary school age will travel outside of the local area for school when a 
wider range of transport options, often arranged by the schools, becomes available.  
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This report is primarily a desktop-based study, using freely available data and information services to 
assess the proposed development and its future population, in the context of nearby existing childcare 
facilities and schools.  

The unit numbers and mix used in this report reflects the future composition of the development’s 
population. This information was used to indicate potential childcare demand and school places arising 
from the proposed development, in tandem with the composition of nearby developments, to reflect 
future demand in the area.  

Information in relation to the existing childcare providers was obtained from TUSLA’s register of early 
years published in February 2025.  Enrolment data was obtained from the most up to date Department 
of Education and Skills 2023/2024 statistics and Provisional Results 2024/2025 available on www.gov.ie. 
Data in relation to the future provision of schools in the area was obtained from the Department of 
Education and Skills website.  

Population data was also obtained from the Central Statistics Office (CSO, 2022) and used to create a 
demographic profile of the immediate area. The unit numbers and mix are considered to reflect the 
future composition of the development’s population. This information together with the composition 
of nearby existing residential areas was used to indicate potential future demand arising from the 
development for pre-school childcare facilities. 
 
2 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT  

2.1 Site Description  
The subject site (hereafter referred as the site) is approximately 2.9ha. and is located c. 6km from Dublin 
City Centre.  The site is bound by the Grand Canal to the north, Grand Canal View apartments, Bluebell 
Youth & Community Centre and Bluebell Road to the east, Our Lady of the Wayside National School to 
the south and existing residential area to the west. 

The surrounding area comprises a mix of uses, whilst it is predominantly residential in nature, others 
uses include light industry, warehousing, storage and retail/ wholesale.  To the north the site is bound 
by the Grand Canal way and to the east by community and sports uses associated with Bluebell 
Community Centre with existing residential areas further beyond. A mix of uses are located to the south 
of the site including a primary school located along the southern boundary with residential, light 
industry and warehousing further beyond and to the west is existing residential.  

2.2 Proposed Development  
The proposed development comprises approximately 383 no. units, and a creche of c.289 sq.m.  

The following table below outlines the unit mix; 

Unit Type: No. of Beds: Total No:  

Apartments Studio 22 

1-bed 131 
2-bed (3 persons) 30 
2-bed (4 persons) 162 
3-bed (5 persons) 38 

 Total Units: 383 no. Units 

 
Table 2.3: Unit Overview of Unit Mix and Numbers of the Proposed Development  
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A full description of development is set out in the Planning Report included as part of this application 
and should be read in conjunction with this report.  

 

3 PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT  
 
3.1 Project Ireland 2040 – National Planning Framework First Revision 
The National Planning Framework 2040 First Revision (NPF 2040) is the national framework to guide 
development through national objectives and key principles.  The NPF 2040 is a development strategy 
which is key to shaping national, regional and local spatial development in economic, environmental, 
and social terms until 2040.  

The NPF 2040 recognises the importance of the provision of childcare facilities and schools for future 
growth of the country stating that “the continued provision and enhancement of facilities and amenities 
for childcare and young people such as childcare, schools, playgrounds, parks and sportsgrounds, 
remains necessary and will need to be maintained at similar levels for the foreseeable thereafter”.  

The NPF 2040 sets out National Policy Objectives (NPOs) in order to deliver the overall vision outlined 
in the framework.  The NPO in relation to childcare services and schools, both primary and secondary, 
is set out below: 

NPO 41: “Prioritise the alignment of targeted and planned population and employment growth with 
investment in: 

• A childcare/ECCE planning function, for monitoring, analysis and forecasting of investment 
needs, including identification of regional priorities;  

• The provision and timely delivery of childcare facilities and new and refurbished schools on well-
located sites within or close to existing built-up areas, including in support of infill and 
brownfield development, that meet the diverse needs of local populations and act as a key 
enabler for housing development, thereby contributing to the development of sustainable 
communities; [Our emphasis] 

• The expansion and consolidation of Further and Higher Education facilities, particularly where 
this will contribute to wider regional development, and  

• Programmes for life-long learning, especially in areas of higher education and further education 
and training where skills gaps are identified. 

3.2 Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy 2019-2031  
The Eastern & Midland Regional Assembly Regional Spatial & Economic Strategy 2019-2031 (the RSES) 
is a strategic plan and investment framework to assist the future growth and regional planning and 
economic development throughout the eastern and midland region.  

Regarding childcare facilities and schools, the RSES states that Local Authorities should consider 
demographic trends and patterns when carrying out an assessment of the need for social 
infrastructure, the impact of factors such as an ageing population and the resulting demand for 
facilities.  There are a number of Regional Policy Objectives (RPOs) that support the provision of 
childcare facilities and schools which are set out below: 

RPO 9.20: “Support investment in the sustainable development of the Region’s childcare services as an 
integral part of regional infrastructure to include… quality and supply of sufficient childcare places”. 
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RPO 9.21: “In areas where significant new housing is proposed, an assessment of need regarding 
schools’ provision should be carried out in collaboration with the Department of Education and Skills 
and the statutory plans shall designate new school sites at accessible, pedestrian, cycle and public 
transport friendly locations”.  

3.3 Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments (2023) 
The Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards for New Apartments Guidelines for Planning 
Authorities July 2023, includes specific guidance on childcare provision. This gives an indication of the 
revised approach currently evolving in relation to childcare facilities particularly in the context of the 
dated current guidelines. 

Section 4.7 of the Guidelines state as follows: “Notwithstanding the Planning Guidelines for Childcare 
Facilities (2001), in respect of which a review is to be progressed, and which recommend the provision 
of one child‐care facility (equivalent to a minimum of 20 child places) for every 75 dwelling units, the 
threshold for provision of any such facilities in apartment schemes should be established having regard 
to the scale and unit mix of the proposed development and the existing geographical distribution of 
childcare facilities and the emerging demographic profile of the area. One‐bedroom or studio 
type units should not generally be considered to contribute to a requirement for any childcare 
provision and subject to location, this may also apply in part or whole, to units with two or more 
bedrooms.’” 

Approximately 40% of units (153 no. units) within the proposed development are studio and 1-bedroom 
units and therefore this emerging policy stance should be considered by Dublin City Council, with the 
remainder comprising 2 and 3 ‐bed units. It is therefore anticipated that the potential for children to 
be living in the scheme is therefore limited to 230 no. units in accordance with these Guidelines. 

3.4 Childcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2001) 
Childcare Facilities Guidelines for Planning Authorities, published in June 2001, provides a framework 
to guide local authorities in preparing development plans and assessing applications for planning 
permission; and, developers and childcare providers in formulating development proposals.  

The Guidelines state that the local authority policies should focus on: “The identification of appropriate 
locations for the provision of childcare facilities including city centres, district centres, neighbourhood 
centres, residential areas, places of employment, and educational institutions and convenience to public 
transport nodes as a key element in the development of sustainable communities.” 

Appendix 2 of the Childcare Guidelines 2001 sets out the threshold in which childcare facilities should 
be established based on the geographical distribution of childcare facilities and the emerging 
demographic profile of the area stating, ‘for housing, a benchmark provision of one childcare facility per 
75 dwellings is recommended’, providing a minimum of 20 childcare spaces.  

It is further noted that any modification to the indicative standard of one childcare facility per 75 
dwellings should have regard to ‘the make-up of the proposed residential area’.  

Section 2.4 discusses appropriate locations for childcare facilities:  

“New communities/Larger new housing developments - Planning authorities should require the 
provision of at least one childcare facility for new housing areas unless there are significant reasons to 
the contrary such as development consisting of single bed apartments or where there are adequate 
childcare facilities in adjoining developments.” 
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The Guidelines also state: “The threshold for provision should be established having regard to the 
existing geographical distribution of childcare facilities and the emerging demographic profile of areas.” 

3.5 Statement of Strategy 2023-2025 – Department of Education  
The Statement of Strategy 2023-2025 is a high-level plan that aims to ensure that “all children and 
young people have access to a positive learning experience and to facilitate them, through learning to 
realise their full potential and contribute to Ireland’s social, economic and cultural development.”  

The Department of Education’s Statement of Strategy highlights the importance of the role of schools 
and education settings with a focus on key areas such as supporting children’s learning in the aftermath 
of the pandemic, addressing educational disadvantage, migrant inclusion, supporting children and 
young people with special educational needs, combating climate change and supporting the active 
participation of children and young people in the system. 

3.6 The Provision of Schools and the Planning System: A Code of Practice (2008) 
The Provision of Schools and the Planning System: A Code of Practice 2008 (Provision for School 
Guidelines 2008) sets out several initiatives to promote proper planning and sustainable development 
with regard to the effective co-ordination of development and school provision.  

The document was designed to facilitate the provision of schools and related infrastructure alongside 
mechanisms for new schools through the following actions: 

1. Forecasting Future Education Demand 
2. Planning for New Schools through Local Authority Development Plans 
3. Location of Schools – Planning Considerations 
4. Site Development Standards 
5. School Development Proposals and the Development Management Process 
6. School Site Identification and Acquisition 

In relation to Development Management Guidelines, The Provision for School Guidelines 2008 require 
planning authorities to: 

“Take due account of the requirements of section 4.4 of the draft planning guidelines on Sustainable 
Residential Development in Urban Areas, which requires planning applications for major housing 
proposals to be accompanied by assessments of the capacity of local schools to accommodate the 
proposed development.” 

3.7 Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures – The National Policy Framework for Children and Young 
People 2014-2020 (DCYA, 2014) 

Better Outcomes, Brighter Futures represents the first overarching national children’s policy framework 
comprehending the age ranges spanning children and young people (0 – 24 years). It adopts a whole of 
Government approach and will be underpinned by a number of constituent strategies in the areas of 
early years, youth and participation. 
 
3.8 Dublin City Council Development Plan (2022-2028) 
Chapter 5 of the Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028 (Development Plan) sets out a strategy on 
Quality Housing and Sustainable Neighbourhoods. 

Regarding childcare facilities, section 5.5.8 notes the provision of good quality and fit-for-purpose 
neighbourhood-based and local childcare services are central to providing for sustainable communities. 
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It is noted within the Development Plan that the provision of childcare facilities within new and existing 
residential areas shall have regard to the capacity and geographical distribution of established childcare 
facilities in the locality and the emerging demographic profile of the area. Flexibility on lower provision 
will only be provided on the basis of an evidence-based demographic and locational justification. 

It is also highlighted that pre-school facilities must be protected from excessive air pollution.  

Section 15.8.4 of the Development Plan outlines the requirement for all developments exceeding 75 
dwelling units to provide one childcare facility equivalent to a minimum of 20 childcare spaces. This 
section further outlines that; 

“As part of the community and social audit, an assessment of the childcare facilities in the surrounding 
1km radius of the proposed should be included. The analysis should have regard to:  

 The make-up of the proposed residential area, i.e. an estimate of the mix of community that the 
housing area seeks to accommodate (if an assumption is made that 50 % approximately of the 
housing area will require childcare, how does the proposal contribute to the existing demand in 
the area). 

 The number of childcare facilities within walking distance (i.e. 1km) of the proposal. 

 The capacity of each childcare facility and the available capacity by completion of the project. 

 The results of any childcare needs analysis carried out as part of the city childcare strategy or 
carried out as part of a local or area action plan or as part of the development plan in 
consultation with the city childcare committees, which will have identified areas already well 
served or alternatively, gap areas where there is under provision, will also contribute to refining 
the base figure. 

Childcare facilities should also be located in existing residential areas, business/technology parks, 
industrial estates, areas of employment and within office blocks, with such provision being 
established having regard to the Dublin City Childcare Committee audit and needs analysis (for full 
details, see Childcare Facilities, Guidelines for Planning Authorities 2001).” 

 
Childcare Facilities  

Regarding childcare facilities the Development Plan sets out the following considerations:  

Policy QHSN55 (Childcare Facilities) 
“To facilitate the provision of appropriately designed and sized fit-for-purpose affordable childcare 
facilities as an integral part of proposals for new residential and mixed-use developments, subject to an 
analysis of demographic and geographic need undertaken by the applicant in consultation with the 
Dublin City Council Childcare Committee, in order to ensure that their provision and location is in keeping 
with areas of population and employment growth.” 

Objective QHSNO19 (Pre-Schools Facilities)  
“To ensure that pre-school facilities are appropriately sited and protected from air pollution. Where an 
application is made within or proximate to locations experiencing high levels of pollution, the application 
must adequately address the impact through design and repositioning, and provide a suitable, 
attractive, protected outdoor environment before permission can be considered.” 
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Schools 

School facilities are essential social infrastructure, playing a key role in their respective communities 
and often are a determining factor as to why people choose to live in a certain area.   

Dublin City Council in collaboration with the Department of Education ensures that adequate school 
provision is provided throughout the county with a focus examining the co-ordination between the 
city’s growth / emerging communities and the provision of new/ enhanced schools and education 
facilities at locations which are easily accessible and well served by public transport, walking and cycling 
routes.  

Section 15.8.3 of the Development Plan outlines that; 

“In accordance with the requirements for social and community audit, planning applications for over 50 
dwellings shall be accompanied by a report identifying the demand for school places likely to be 
generated and the capacity of existing schools in the vicinity to cater for such demand.” 

Section 5.5.8 of the Development Plan aims to provide for the provision of schools through a series of 
objectives: 

QHSNO17 (Assess Need for New or Expanded Educational Facilities) 
“(i) To continue to work with the Department of Education and Skills on the educational needs of the 
city through a Joint Working Group in order to assess the need for new or expanded educational facilities 
and to progress school projects in line with population growth in locations served by public transport 
and walking / cycling networks.  

(ii) To work with the Department of Further and Higher Education and the City of Dublin Education and 
Training Board in relation to the identification of suitable sites for new and extended education 
facilities.” 

QHSNO18 (The Provisions of Schools and the Planning System: A Code of Practice for Planning 
Authorities (2008) 
“To seek to reserve lands for educational purposes, including the development of multi-campus 
arrangements where appropriate, in locations close to the areas of greatest residential expansion or 
greatest amount of unmet demand for school places and in close proximity to adjacent community 
facilities so that the benefits of co-location and possibility of sharing facilities can be maximised in 
accordance with The Provision of Schools and the Planning System: A Code of Practice for Planning 
Authorities (2008).” 
 
4 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE OF THE STUDY AREA 

It is considered that a total catchment area of 1km and 1.5km is a fair representation of accessible 
childcare facilities and primary schools given the location of the site. As noted, the catchment area was 
extended to 3km when assessing secondary school provision. Similarly, a catchment of 3km was also 
selected to assess special school provision in the surrounding area. 

As mentioned in Section 1.2, the results from the Census 2022 have been used to compose the 
demographic profile of the study area which falls within Inchicore B Electoral Division (ED) as shown 
below in Figure 4-1: 
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Figure 4-1 Inchicore B ED with the Subject Site annotated as a red star (Source: CSO SAP MAP 2022 and BSM annotation 
2024) 

4.1 Population Profile 
Between 2016 and 2022 the population of Dublin City Council grew at a slower rate (6.9%) in 
comparison to both the State and County Dublin at 8.1% and 8.2% respectively since 2016 as shown 
below in Table 4-1.  The population in Inchicore B ED has increased from 2,218 no. people to 2,728 no. 
people since 2016 to 2022(c. 23%).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table 4-1:   Population growth within The State, County and Inchicore ED between 2016-2022 (Source: CSO 2016-2022). 
 

4.2 Age Profile  
In order to assess the proportion of the population which require childcare services and school provision, 
the age profile of Dublin City Council and Inchicore B ED between 2016 and 2022 was reviewed as shown 
below in Table 4-2.  

Area 2016 population 2022 population 2016-2022 change (%) 
State 4,761,865 5,149,139 8.1% 
County Dublin 1,347,359 1,458,154 8.2% 
Dublin City Council 554,554 592,713 6.9% 
Inchicore B ED 2,218 2,728 23% 

Age Group Dublin City 
Council 2016 
Population 

Dublin City 
Council 2022 
Population 

% 
Change  

Inchicore B ED 
2016 
Population 

Inchicore B 
ED 2022 
Population 

% Change 

0–4-year-
olds  

30,683 28,946 -5.7% 123 182 48% 

5–9-year-
olds 

27,937 29,356 5.1% 136 227 66.9% 

10–14-year-
olds 

24,593 30,301 23.2% 156 238 52.6% 

15-19-year 
olds 

28,781 30,269 5.2% 130 209 60.8% 



Bluebell Waterways, Dublin 12 
Schools Demand & Childcare Facilities Assessment 

 

 13 
  
 

Table 4-2:   Age Profile of Dublin City Council and Inchicore B ED between 2016 and 2022 (Source: CSO 2016 & 2022). 
 

The age brackets are as per the Census 2022 results which illustrates the age profile from 0-19 years. 
As the age brackets are not as per primary and secondary school ages it is further set out below: 

 0-4 years old (Pre-school age) 

 5-9 years old (Primary School Age) 

 10-14 years old (10-11 years old Primary School / 12-14 years old Secondary School) 

 15-19 years old (15-18 years old Secondary School / 19 years old Further Education) 

CSO Census data from 2016 and 2022 indicated that Inchicore B ED has had a substantial increase in 
population by 23% in comparison to the overall population growth in Dublin City Council which was 
only 6.9%. The pre-school population (typically 0-4 years) has decreased in Dublin City Council (-5.7%) 
and increased in Inchicore B ED (48%).  

Within Inchicore ED, those of primary school age (5–9-year olds)  have increased substantially by 66.9%. 
Those of older primary school age and secondary school age (10-19 years old) have seen an increase in 
population between 2016 and 2022 at a rate of approximately 52.6% and 60.8%.   

The 0–4-year old age cohort of Inchicore ED accounted for approx. 6.7% of the overall population in 
2022 and accounts for the smallest cohort within 0- 19 year olds. The 10–14-year-old age cohort 
accounted for approx. 8.7% of the total population in 2022, whilst the 15–19 year-old age cohort 
accounted for approx. 7.7% of the total population in 2022, all generally slightly above Dublin City 
Councils figures as shown in Table 4-3 below. 

 

Area 

Pre School  

(0-4 years old) 

Primary School  

(5-9 years old) 

Primary / Secondary  

(10-14 years old) 

Secondary School / 
Higher education   

(15-19 years old) 

Total % of 
Population 

Total % of 
Population 

Total % of 
Population 

Total % of 
Population 

Dublin City 
Council 

28,946 4.9% 29,356 5% 30,301 5.1% 30,269 5.1% 

Inchicore B 
ED 

182 6.7% 227 8.3% 238 8.7% 209 7.7% 

Overall, in 2022 those eligible for pre-school (0-4 years old) and primary and secondary school age (5-
19 years old) within Inchicore B ED have increased.   

20–24-year-
olds 

44,484 45,907 3.2% 158 178 12.7% 

25-64-year 
olds 

325,721 348,566 7% 1,249 1,362 9% 

65 + year 
olds 

72,355 79,368 9.7% 266 332 24.8% 

Total: 554,554 592,713 6.9% 2,218 2,728 23% 
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4.3 Average Household Size  
The average household size is calculated using the total number of houses divided by the total number 
of people within the household. Table 4-4 below shows the average household size in Dublin City 
Council and Inchicore B ED.   

Inchicore B ED has similar household size of 2.91 people in comparison to Dublin City Council with 
approximately 2.48 people per household.  

The Census 2022 confirms that the average number of children per family nationally is 1.34, having 
decreased from 1.38 in 2016.  

Area Households Persons Average Household Size 

Dublin City Council 225,685 560,493 2.48 

Inchicore B ED 942 2,744 2.91 

Table 4-3:   Average Household Size in Dublin City Council and Inchicore B ED (Source: CSO 2022). 
 

4.4 Population of the Proposed Development  
The proposed development consists of c. 383 no. units comprising of; 

 Studio’s – 22 no. units 

 1 bed units – 131 no. units 

 2 bed units (3 person) – 30 no. units 

 2 bed units (4 persons) - 162 no. units 

 3 bed units (5 persons) – 38 no. units  

As noted above, the average household size for Inchicore B ED recorded in 2022 is 2.91 people. Table 
4-4 below shows the anticipated population of the proposed development applying the average 
household size of Inchicore B ED (2.91).  Noting the number of studio and 1-bed units (153 no. units), 
it is expected that these will generate a smaller household size and therefore an average of 1.5 persons 
has been applied.  

Area Calculation Total 
Inchicore B ED 153 no. 1 bed + studio units X 1.5 persons = 229.50 

+ 
230 no. units (exc. 1 no. bed and studio units) X 2.91 (avg. HH size 

2022) 

 c. 898 people 

Table 4-4 Population of Proposed Development (Source: CSO, BSM Calculation 2024).  
 

Based on the above, the proposed development will generate a population of approximately c.898 no. 
people.  

 
5 EXISTING AND PROPOSED CHILDCARE PROVISION 

As part of this report, we have surveyed the provision of Childcare Services in the area to provide an 
analysis summary of both existing and permitted childcare facilities in the vicinity.  
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5.1 Existing Childcare Provision 
In accordance with Section 15.8.4 of the Development Plan, a catchment area of 1km was used to assess 
the proximity of existing childcare facilities to the subject site.  Due to the site’s accessible location, a 
1.5km catchment area is also illustrated below in Figure 5-1 and Table 5-1 to show surrounding context 
within the area.   

Within 1km there are 4 no. childcare facilities of varying scale and operational services with a total 
capacity of 235 no. childcare spaces.  

Within 1.5km of the site there are a total of 18 no. childcare facilities including a number which are of 
a larger scale.  

The total 18 no. childcare facilities within the 1.5km catchment area have a total capacity of c. 810 no. 
places with c.235 no. of those places (c.29%) being within 1km of the site. Figure 5-1 below illustrates 
the number and distribution of childcare facilities registered with TUSLA (March 2025), the independent 
statutory regulator of early years services in Ireland.
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Figure 5-1 Overview of Childcare Facilities within the 1km and 1.5km Catchment Area of the Site (Source: TUSLA, Google Earth, BSM Annotation 2025). 
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No. Childcare Facility Name Address Age Profile Service Type No. of Children 
can be 
accommodated 

Distance 
(Linear)  

Distance 
(walking) 

0km - 1km  
1 Little Treasures Preschool 

Playgroup 
Bluebell Community Centre, Bluebell Road, 
Dublin 12, Co. Dublin 

2 - 6 years old Sessional 12 
 

0.12km c. 3 minutes 

2 Chestnut Daycare Ltd. Unit 2 Oblates View, Tyrconnell Road, 
Inchicore , Dublin 8, Co. Dublin 

0-6 years old Full Day 60 c.0.92km c. 14 minutes 

3 Cocoon Childcare Longmile 
Road 

Slieve Bloom Park, Longmile Road, 
Drimnagh, Dublin 12, Co. Dublin 

0 - 6 years old Full Day, Part Time, 
Sessional 

96 c.0.93km c. 14 minutes  

4 Inchicore Community Crèche 
and Afterschool 

The Oblate House, Tyrconnell Road, 
Inchicore , Dublin 8, Co. Dublin 

2 - 6 years old Full Day, Part Time, 
Sessional 

67 c.0.99km c. 17 minutes 

1km - 1.5km   
5 Hope Montessori & Autism 

Care Centre 
Unit 6 Goldenbridge Industrial Estate, 
Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 8, Co. 
Dublin 

1-6 years old Full Day, Part Time, 
Sessional 

70 c.1.05km c. 15 minutes 

6 Creative Kids Preschool and 
Afterschool Service 

Assumption Primary School, Walkinstown, 
Dublin 12, Co. Dublin 

2-6 years old Part Time 86 Sessional, 
Max 67 Part 
Time 

c.1.05km c. 25 minutes 

7 Little Tots Creche & 
Montessori  

Lansdowne Valley, Drimnagh Road, Dublin 
12, Co. Dublin 

0-6 years old  Full Day 24 c.1.13km c. 20 minutes 

8 Teacher Pats Playschool Mother McAuley Centre, Curlew Road, 
Drimnagh, Dublin 12, Co. Dublin 

2-6 years old Sessional 22 c.1.22km c. 27 minutes 

9 Treasure Tots Nursery Le Fanu House, 3b Le Fanu Road, 
Ballyfermot, Dublin 10, Co. Dublin 

0-6 years old Full Day, Part Time, 
Sessional 

50 c.1.26km  c. 29 minutes 

10 Eala Og Childcare Centre GoldenBridge Integrated Services 
Complex, Inchicore, Dublin 8, Co. Dublin 

2-6 years old Full Day, Part Time, 
Sessional 

17 c.1.28km c. 25 minutes 

11 Woodlands Creche Ballyfermot FRC, Lynch's Lane, Ballyfermot, 
Dublin 10, Co. Dublin 

1-6 years old Full Day 76 c.1.29km c. 32 minutes 

12 Community Pre-School 
Playgroup  

Mourne Road National School, Mourne 
Road, Crumlin, Dublin 12, Co. Dublin 

3-6 years old Sessional 40 c.1.29km c. 27 minutes 

13 St. Raphael's Preschool & 
Afterschool Project 

St. Raphael's Primary school, Kylemore 
Road, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10, Co. Dublin 

2 - 6 years old Sessional 44 c.1.37km c. 32 minutes 

14 Daughters of Charity, 
Goldenbridge Early 

Emmett Cresent, Off Emmett Crescent, 
Inchicore , Dublin 8, Co. Dublin 

2 - 6 years old Full Day, Part Time, 
Sessional 

28 c.1.41km c. 24 minutes 
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Childhood Development 
Service 

15 Family Resource Centre Ltd 72 Tyrone Place, Inchicore, Dublin 8, Co. 
Dublin 

1-6 years old Full Day, Part Time, 
Sessional 

30 c.1.41km c. 25 minutes 

16 Forget-me-not Montessori 
School 
 

St. John Bosco Centre, Davitt Road, 
Drimnagh, Dublin 12, Co. Dublin 

2-6 years old Sessional 10 c.1.42km c. 24 minutes 

17 St. Michael's Preschool & 
Afterschool Service 

St. Michael's School, Kylemore Road, 
Ballyfermot, Dublin 10, Co. Dublin 

2 - 6 years old Sessional 42 c.1.43km c. 33 minutes 

18 Little Scholars  70 St. Mary’s Park, Walkinstown, Dublin 
12, Co. Dublin  

1-6 years old Full Day, Part Time, 
Sessional  

36 c.1.46km c. 27 minutes 

Total: no. childcare spaces – 810 no. spaces   

Table 5-1:   Overview of Childcare Services within the 1km and 1.5km Catchment Area from the Site (Source, TUSLA Early Years Register March 2025)
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5.2 Proposed Childcare Provision  
As part of this report, we have also considered other significant permitted schemes within the surrounding 
area which includes the provision of childcare facilities and will contribute to the overall quantum of childcare 
places available.  Details of the permitted childcare facilities are shown in Table 5-2.  

Reg. Ref. Address No. of Children can 
be accommodated 

Size (sq.m) Distance 
from Site  

DCC Reg. Ref 
LRD6022/23-S3 

ABP Reg. Ref 
ABP-317935-23 

No. 86 and Nos. 90-96 Jamestown 
Road, Inchicore, Dublin 8 

c.72no. children1  1 no. Childcare 
facility 
c.438.2sq.m  

c.0.38km 
to the 
northeast 

ABP Reg. Ref 
ABP-312218-21 

Lands at Concorde Industrial Estate, 
Naas Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 1 

c.126 no. children1 1 no. Childcare 
facility 
c.379sqm  

c.0.54km 
to the 
south  

DCC Reg. Ref 
4238/19 
 

ABP Reg. Ref 
ABP-307804-20 

Royal Liver Assurance Retail Park, Old 
Naas Road, Dublin 12. The site is 
bounded by Kylemore Road (R112) to 
the west; Old Naas Road to the 
north; Naas Road (R810) to the 
south; and "Brooks" (Building 
Providers) to the east 

c.58 no. children1 1 no. Childcare 
facility 
c.462sq.m 

c.0.55km 
to the 
southwest  

ABP Reg. Ref 
ABP-313320-22 

The grounds of the former De La Salle 
National School, Ballyfermot Road, 
Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 

c.185 no. children1 1 no. Childcare 
facility 
c.1,005sq.m 

c.1.26km 
to the 
north  

Total: 370 - 441 no. childcare spaces.  

1 = Indicative figure based of the Childcare Guidelines 2001. 
Table 5-2:   Permitted Childcare Services in the Surrounding Area (Source DCC and ABP, 2024) 
 
There are 4 no. childcare facilities that have been recently permitted within less than c. 1.5km from the site 
and have a total enrolment of approximately 441 no. children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://planning.agileapplications.ie/dublincity/application-details/156206
https://www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/317935
https://www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/312218
https://planning.agileapplications.ie/dublincity/application-details/135829
https://www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/307804
https://www.pleanala.ie/en-ie/case/313320
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6 ESTIMATED CHILDCARE DEMAND AND ANALYSIS 

As previously noted in Section 5.1, there are 18 no. childcare facilities within 1.5km of the subject site with a 
total capacity of 810 no. children.  In addition, there are 4 no. recently permitted childcare facilities less than 
1.5km with a total enrolment of approximately 441 no. children.  Including both existing and proposed 
facilities, there is a total capacity of c. 1,251 no. childcare spaces.  

Including both existing facilities (18) and permitted childcare facilities (4), there are approximately 1,251 no. 
enrolments within 1.5km of the site.   

6.1 Early Learning and Childcare Data (2024) 
The Early Learning and Childcare Data website was introduced on the 11th of December 2023, replacing the 
‘Annual Early Years Sector Profile report’. The website provides an annual overview of the both the Early 
Learning Care (ELC) and School-Age Childcare (SAC) sector in Ireland.  

Key data extracted from the website includes; 

 it is estimated that over 213,000 children were enrolled in early learning and childcare services 
across the country in 2022/23, 8% more than in the previous year. The highest growth in capacity 
was for children attending school age childcare, at 25% for those aged 4 to 6 years, and 20% for 
those aged 6 years and older. 

 the total estimated capacity of the sector in 2022/23 was over 243,000, an increase of 6% on the 
previous year. The highest growth in capacity was for children attending school age childcare, at 25% 
for those aged 4 to 6 years, and 20% for those aged 6 years and older 

The information available from this website includes details on the capacity of childcare services around 
Ireland. As part of this survey that was carried out, it is illustrated there was a 22% increase of childcare 
enrolment within Dublin City between the years of 2021/2022 and 2022/2023, as shown below in Table 6-1.  

For the enrolment period of 2022/2023 there was an overall capacity of 23 childcare places within the 2 no. 
services provided In Inchicore B ED. Only 2 spaces were recorded as being vacant within the childcare services 
available.  

Area Total services Enrolled Capacity  Vacant Places 

2021/22 2022/23 2021/22 2022/23 2021/22 2022/23 2021/22 2022/23 

Dublin City 
Council 

308 349 15,316 18,692 219,189 247,008 31,194 31,897 

Inchicore B 
ED 

Not 
Available  

2 Not 
Available 

27 Not 
Available 

29 Not 
Available 

2 

Table 6-1 Childcare Enrolment, Capacity and Vacancy Figures within Dublin City Council and Inchicore B ED (Source, Early Learning 
and Childcare Data Webpage) 

6.2 Census 2022 – Household Census 2022 – Households, Families and Childcare  
The Census of Population 2022 Profile 3 sets out statistics relative to households, families and childcare.  

Within the State, a creche or a similar facility (including creche, Montessori, group or after school facilities) 
for children under 15 years of age is the most common form of childcare according to the Census 2022 results 
(c. 42%). This is followed by an unpaid relative or family member (c. 28%).  

Within the administrative area of Dublin City Council, a creche facility or similar was the most common 
recorded form of childcare (c. 50%) which is slightly higher than the state average and followed by childcare 
provided by an unpaid relative or family member (c. 24%).  
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Within the State a total of 150,000 no. children were of preschool age (ages 0-4) of which 60% of these were 
in creche or similar type facility.  The state average of 60% of 0-4 year olds attending creche or a similar type 
facility is applied below to Dublin City council and Inchicore B ED: 

Area Total 0-4 year olds 60% of 0-4 year olds 

Dublin City Council 28,946 17,368 no. children 

Inchicore B ED 182 110 no. children 

Table 6-2:  Percentage of 0–4-year-olds attending creche within Dublin City Council and Inchicore B ED as per the State average 
(Source: CSO, 2022).  
 

Applying the state average of 60% of 0-4 year olds attending creche or a similar facility to the administrative 
area of Dublin City Council, a total of c. 17,368 no. children would attend childcare.  Applying this average to 
Inchicore B ED, a total number of 110 no. children would attend a childcare facility or similar services.  

6.3 Childcare Facilities: Guidelines for Planning Authorities (2001) 
As noted above in Section 3, the Childcare Facilities Guidelines 2001 recommend an average of one 
childcare facility for each 75 no. dwellings stating: 

“Notwithstanding the Planning Guidelines for Childcare Facilities (2001), in respect of which a review is to 
be progressed, and which recommend the provision of one child‐care facility (equivalent to a minimum of 20 
child places) for every 75 dwelling units, the threshold for provision of any such facilities in apartment 
schemes should be established having regard to the scale and unit mix of the  proposed development and 
the existing geographical distribution of childcare facilities and the emerging demographic profile of the 
area. One‐bedroom or studio type units should not generally be considered to contribute to a requirement 
for any childcare provision and subject to location, this may also apply in part or whole, to units with two or 
more bedrooms”. 

Within the proposed development there are 153 no. 1-bedroom apartment/studio units which equates to 
c.40% of the total number of units. Excluding 1-bedroom units, as per the Sustainable Urban Housing: 
Design Standards for New Apartments (2022), set out above, leaves a remaining 30 no. 2-bedroom (3 
person), 162 no. 2-bedroom (4 person) and 38 no. 3-bedroom (5 person) units considered to contribute to 
a requirement for childcare provision.  

Based on the exclusion of studio and 1-bedroom units the following childcare places are required: 

230 no. units/ 75 dwellings = 3.10 X 20 (minimum required spaces) = 61 no. childcare places. 

The proposed development generates the demand for approximately 61 no. childcare places which 
equates to c.5% of childcare spaces, including both existing and permitted facilities. 

6.4 Estimated Childcare Demand Summary  
The Census 2022 confirms the average number of children per family nationally to be 1.34 which has slightly 
decreased since the Census 2016 (1.38 children per family).  On this basis, the child population of the 
proposed development to applicable 230 no. units (excluding studio and 1 no. bedroom units) by average 
no. of children per family (1.34) giving an anticipated child population of c. 308 children.   

With an area specific percentage breakdown on population with 182 no. 0-4 year olds (c.6.7%) in Inchicore 
B ED, this indicates a pre-school childcare potential requirement of approximately no. 60 childcare places, 
based on the population of the proposed development (868 no. people).  In accordance with the Childcare 
Guidelines 2001 based on the number of units, a total number of c. 61 no. childcare places are required.   
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Therefore, the proposed requirement for pre-school childcare (60-62 no. childcare places) as discussed 
above equates to a total of c. 5% of the existing and permitted childcare places (1,251 no. places) as set out 
in Section 5.1 and 5.2 of this Report.  

As part of the proposed development a childcare facility of c. 289 sq.m will be provided, together with 
existing and permitted childcare services within 1km and 1.5km of the site, will meet the demand of 
approximately 60-62 no. childcare spaces generated by the proposed development.  

We consider the proposed development to be fully in accordance with Government guidance in relation to 
the Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028 and the Childcare Facilities Guidelines for Planning Authorities 
June (2001).  

 

7 EXISTING AND PROPOSED SCHOOL PROVISION 

As part of this report, we have surveyed the provision of primary schools within 1.5km and secondary schools 
within a 2km radius from the site.  

Similar to the assessment of childcare facilities, a 1km catchment is illustrated with a wider 1.5km catchment 
to provide a more comprehensive assessment of the existing student numbers and their distribution across 
the surrounding existing schools. Due to the edge of city centre setting of the site, this catchment was chosen 
as it can be considered a reasonable walking distance to travel to access primary schools within the area.  

As noted above, children can often travel further for secondary schools, the catchment area was extended 
to survey secondary schools within a 2km catchment area. The site is strategically located in close proximity 
to public transport options that accessible via pedesterian and cyclist links for those of secondary age school.  

At the time of completing this report the provisional figures for 2024/2025 enrolment are available from the 
Department of Education and have bene referenced for information but not used in assessing future 
requirements as they are not confirmed numbers at this point. 

7.1 Existing Primary School Provision  
Primary education is facilitated through a range of school types, including state‐funded schools, special 
schools and private primary schools. The state‐funded schools include religious schools, nondenominational 
schools, multi‐denominational schools and Gaelscoileanna (Irish‐medium schools).   

There are 11 no. primary schools within 1.5km of the subject site for future residents to avail of, as illustrated 
in Figure 7-1. Our Lady of the Wayside (1) is the closest primary school in proximity and bounds the site to 
the south (c.0.15km), this primary school has 128 no. children enrolled in 2023/2024 and an average class 
size of 16 no. pupils.   

The largest primary school, Assumption Junior National School (6), recorded 392 no. attendees in 2023/2024 
and is c. 1.08km from the site.  

The identified primary schools have a total enrolment of 2,542 no. places recorded in 2023/2024. Results 
from the Census noted above in Table 4-2, identifies that part of the age cohort of primary school going age 
(5-9 no. years) has increased between 2016 and 2022 by 66.9%. However as identified within Table 7-1 
below, enrolment figures have decreased by c.4.2% between the enrolment years of 2022/2023 and 
2023/2024 and provisionally increased in 2024/2025 by c. 3.3% to 2,627 no. places. 

While there was a number of primary schools identified within the 1.5km catchment area that experienced 
a decline in student numbers between the enrolment years of 2022/2023 to 2023/2024 in many cases they 
have now increased in enrolment based upon the provisional figures available for 2024/2025. 

 



Bluebell Waterways, Dublin 12 
Schools Demand and Childcare Facilities Assessment 

 

 23 
  
 

 
Figure 7-1 Overview of Primary Schools within the 1km and 1.5km Catchment Area (Source: www.mygov.ie 2024). 

http://www.mygov.ie/


Ballymastone Phase 2 
Schools Demand and Childcare Facilities Assessment 

24  
    
   

 

Table 7-1 Overview of Primary Schools within the 1km and 1.5km Catchment Area (Source : www.mygov.ie 2025)

No. Primary School Type Address Enrolled Pupils 
2022/2023 

Enrolled Pupils 
2023/2024 

Enrolled Pupils 
2024/2025 

Average Class Size 
2023/2024 

Distance  

1km 
1. Our Lady of the 

Wayside National 
School 

Mixed Bluebell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 12 125 128 125 16 pupils  c.0.15km 

2. St Cillian’s Mixed 
National School 

Mixed Robinhood Road, Bluebell, Dublin 
12 

38 29 N/A 15 pupils c.0.97km 

1.5km 
3. Drimnagh Castle 

CBS Primary 
Boys Long Mile Road, Walkinstown, 

Dublin 12 
336 330 343 24 pupils  c.1.02km 

4. Scoil Mhuire gan 
Smál 

Mixed 2-30 Oblate Drive, Inchicore, Dublin 
8 

316 305 331 20 pupils c.1.04km 

5. S N Muire na 
Freastogala Girls 
Senior School 

Mixed Long Mile Road, Walkinstown, 
Dublin 12 
 

228 202 229 23 pupils  c.1.05km 

6. Assumption Junior 
National School 

Mixed 12 Kilnamanagh Road, 
Walkinstown, Dublin 12 

385 392 449 25 pupils  c.1.08km 

7. Our Lady of Lourdes 
National School  

Mixed Goldenbridge Walk, Inchicore, 
Dublin 8 

206 187 191 17 pupils  c.1.35km 

8. Our Lady of Good 
Counsel National 
School 

Mixed Mourne Road, Drimnagh, Dublin 12 128 132 121 19 pupils c.1.35km 

9.  St Raphael's 
National School 

Mixed 200 Kylemore Road, Decies, Dublin 
10 

380 378 379 19 pupils  c.1.37km 

10. St Michael's N.S Mixed Chapelizod, Dublin 10 359 333 331 20 pupils  c.1.41km 
11.  Our Lady of Good 

Counsel Boys Senior 
NS 

Mixed 12 Mourne Road, Drimnagh, Dublin 
12 

154 126 128 16 pupils c.1.49km 

Total: 2,655 no. 
pupils 

2,542 no. 
pupils  

2,627 no. pupils 19 pupils   

http://www.mygov.ie/
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7.2 Existing Secondary School Provision 
The number and distribution of secondary schools within a 1km and 2km catchment of the area has been 
illustrated below in Figure 7-3. A wider catchment of 2km was selected as it was considered that often 
children of secondary school age will travel outside of the local area for school when a wider range of 
transport options, often arranged by the schools, becomes available. The subject site is also surrounded by 
various high frequency public transport corridors which provides good connectivity to the surrounding 
neighbouring areas.  

There is a total of 6 no. secondary schools within the 2km catchment area, with 5 no. secondary schools 
within 2km from the site and 1 no. secondary school within 1km from the site. The secondary schools (as 
listed in Table 7-2), include a range of schools including boys, girls, all genders and Irish-medium school. 

Drimnagh Castle Secondary School (1), which has an enrolment figure of 519 no. pupils for the year 2023/2024, 
is the closest secondary school to the subject site (c.0.95km).  St. Seton's Secondary School (6) is the largest 
secondary school in the catchment area with an enrolment of 761 no. pupils in 2023/2024. St. Seton’s 
Secondary School recently opened in September of 2023 arising from the amalgamation of three existing 
schools (St Dominic’s College, Caritas College and St Johns College De La Salle). It is expected that the total 
enrolments will increase as the school is established, as it is noted that the school can accommodate up to 
800 no. students. 

Across the 6 no. secondary schools within the 2km catchment, there are a total of 2,533 no. pupils enrolled 
in 2023/2024 and 2,644 in 2024/2025 based upon provisional data available.  The number of pupils enrolled 
in secondary schools within the catchment area has increased by 113 no. pupils (c. 3.3%) between 2022/2023 
and 2023/2024 and provisionally by a further 111 no. pupils in 2024/2025.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ballymastone Phase 2 
Schools Demand and Childcare Facilities Assessment 

26  
    
   

 
Figure 7-2  Overview of Secondary Schools within the 1km, 2km and 3km Catchment Area (Source: Google Earth, BSM 2024).     
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Table 7-2 Overview of Secondary Schools within the 1km, 2km and 3km Catchment Area (Source : www.mygov.ie 2025) 
 

No. Secondary School Type Address Enrolled Pupils 
2022/2023 

Enrolled Pupils 
2023/2024 

Enrolled Pupils 
2024/2025 

Distance 
(Linear) 

1km 
1. Drimnagh Castle Secondary 

School  
Boys Long Mile Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12, D12K682 491 519 506 c.0.95km 

2km 
2. Mercy Secondary School Mixed  Thomas Davis Street, West Inchicore, Dublin 8, 

D08Y4X0 
227 284 328 c.1.18km 

3. Assumption Secondary School Girls Walkinstown Dublin 12, D12PK75 256 267 286 c.1.22km 
4. Our Lady of Mercy Secondary 

School 
Mixed Mourne Road, Drimnagh, Dublin 12, D12HT22 250 261 280 c.1.25km 

5. Kylemore College  Mixed Kylemore Road, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10, D10RY73 454 441 466 c.1.64km 
6. St. Seton's Secondary School 

(Amalgamation of St Dominic’s 
College, Caritas College and St 
Johns College De La Salle) 

Boys 10 Le Fanu Road, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 775 (283 -  St 
Johns College 
De La Salle, 
323 - St 
Dominic’s 
College and 
169 – Caritas 
College.)     
 

761 778 c.1.76km 

Total  2,453 no. 
pupils 

2,533 no. 
pupils  

2,644 no.  
pupils 

 

http://www.mygov.ie/
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7.3 Proposed School Provision 
The Minister of Education has set out key priorities during the National Development Plan (NDP) period 2021- 
2024 regarding school provision including the delivery of c. 150-200 new school building projects annually 
to provide necessary additional capacity. 

The Planning and Building Unit within the Department of Education are responsible for identifying the need 
for school accommodation, setting out technical specifications for educational buildings, prioritising the 
allocation of resources and overseeing the delivery of the capital and school building programme.  

As of June 2024,  Goldenbridge Convent (previously known as Our Lady of Lourdes National School), which 
is within the selected 1.5km radius from the subject site, has been included as part of the School Building 
Programme. The upgrade works proposed for the school are currently on site and the planning application 
for the proposed works is shown below in Table 7-5.  

Several schools in the area have also been permitted planning for numerous of extensions since 2020 also 
shown below in Table 7-5: 

Reg. Ref Name Development Description Decision  
DCC 
4951/23 

Our Lady of the 
Wayside National 
School 

Permission for a 593m2 ground floor extension to 
north side which comprises of 3 no. class base 
rooms, central activity area, small safe place 
rooms, toilets and showers, storages, boiler, 
sluice, electrical rooms, and office. b.) 197 m2 
Hard and Soft Play Area. c.) 136m2 Sensory 
Garden (both adjacent). d.) removal of existing 3 
no. trees to allow additional 9 no. car parking 
spaces to the southeast e.)  existing site entrance 
to the north to be removed and construct new 
vehicular and pedestrian entrance to the east with 
new set down area. f.) removal of existing shed 
and construct new pedestrian entrance to the 
north, new bicycle parking spaces, landscaping 
and all associated site works and services. 

DCC Granted 
Permission on the 19th 
of July 2024 

DCC 
3269/23 

Our Lady Of Mercy 
Secondary School 

Permission for demolishing a single storey 
prefabricated classroom and construction of 4 
new general classrooms, music room, woodwork 
room, SEN facilities, WC'S; in 2 no. separate 
buildings 

DCC Granted 
Permission on the 31st 
of July 2023 

DCC 
3421/22 

Our Lady of Hope 
School 

Permission for the construction of a 101m2 two 
storey extension comprising of a new stairs 
structure, principal's office and multi-activity 
room 

DCC Granted 
Permission on the 9th 
of June 2022 

DCC 
4086/21 

Rosary College Permission for the construction 245 sqm single-
storey extension comprising a new construction 
studies & prep room, a new project store & 
covered external area 

DCC Granted 
Permission on the 31st 
of March 2022 

DCC 
3815/20 

Goldenbridge 
Convent (Our Lady 
of Lourdes 
National School) 

Permission for the phased demolition of part of 
the existing school building, removal of 
prefabricated temporary teaching 
accommodation units, refurbishment and 
alterations of the retained sections of the building 
including internal works to existing classrooms on 

DCC Granted 
Permission on the 9th 
of Jan 2021. As of 
March 2025 this 
project is at Stage 3 
Tender. 
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ground floor to provide a new two classroom 
special educational needs unit construction of 
two-storey extension to part of the existing school 
building consisting of a general-purpose hall, 
special education tuition rooms, multi-purpose 
room, home school liaison room, 4 no. general 
classrooms, a library, offices, staff room, stores, 
toilets, circulation areas, and ancillary 
accommodation 

Table 7-3 Permitted school extensions within the area since 2020 
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8 ESTIMATED SCHOOL DEMAND AND ANALYSIS  

8.1 Estimated Primary School Demand  
Within Inchicore B ED there are a total of 227 no. 5–9-year-olds and 238 no. 10–14-year-olds according to 
the Census 2022, which equates to c.17% of the population, which is an increase of 4.5% since 2016. The 5–
14-year-old population within Inchicore B ED (c.17%) is higher than Dublin City Council as a whole (c.10.1%). 

As recorded in the ‘Regional Projections of full-time enrolments, Primary and Second Level 2021-2036’ 
produced by the DES, it is projected that the Dublin region will see primary school enrolments fall by almost 
24% (34,500 pupils) between 2020 and 2036 as illustrated in Figure 8-1.  

The primary school enrolment figures within Inchicore B including Bluebell are in line with these projections 
and the enrolment numbers have slightly decreased from 2,655 no. pupils in 2022/2023 to 2,542 no. pupils 
in 2023/2024 (4.2%) but have provisionally increased in 2024/2025 to 2,627 no. pupils (3.3%). 

 
Figure 8-1:   Projected Enrolment at Primary School Level 2021-2040 (Source: Department of Education).  
 
As noted in the Provision of Schools and the Planning System: A Code of Practice 2008 it is estimated that an 
average of 12% of the population are expected to be present for primary education. An analysis of the likely 
primary school demand from the proposed development based on the number of units and the average 
household size within Inchicore B ED has been applied in Table 8-1 below: 

Units Average Household Size 
(Inchicore B ED) 

Population of the 
Proposed Development 

Projected Primary School 
Population (12%) 

383 (total units) 2.91 (1.5 for studios and 1 
beds) 

c. 898 no. people  108 no. children 

230 (excluding studios 
& 1 bed units) 

2.91 c. 669 no. people  80 no. children 

Table 8-1:   Estimated Demand of Primary School Population (Source: CSO 2022).  
 

The demand for primary school places generated by the proposed development (disregarding studios and 
one-bedroom units as a generator of demand for school places) is 80 no. primary school places, which 
equates to c. 10 no. places per year group based on an eight year primary school cycle. 

Within the catchment area there are c.2,542 no. children enrolled across 11 no. primary schools, equating 
to c.28 no. primary school places per primary school year. In addition, several of these existing primary 
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schools are subject to upgrade works which is expected to create additional primary school places in the area 
as set out above in Table 7-5.  

Based on this analysis, the demand for primary school places (10 no. spaces per year group) is lower than 
the estimated school places available per year (28 no. spaces), therefore th38e primary schools within the 
catchment area will easily facilitate the anticipated demand from the proposed development.  

8.2 Estimated Secondary School Demand 
Within Inchicore B ED there are a total of 238 no. 10–14-year-olds and 209 no. 15–19-year-olds (447 no. 
children) which equates to 16.4% of the total population of Inchicore B ED.  

Similarly to the age cohorts within primary school age, there is a slightly higher percentage of population 
within secondary school age in Inchicore B ED in comparison to Dublin city Council as a whole (10.2%).   

As stated in the ‘Regional Projections of full-time enrolments, Primary and Second Level 2021-2036’ 
projected secondary school population figures are envisaged, at the State level, to have a total enrolment of 
401,584 no. secondary school children, which equates to c. 7.8% of the latest 2022 Census population figure 
of the State (c. 5.1 million people).  

As recorded in the ‘Regional Projections of full-time enrolments, Primary and Second Level 2021-2036’ 
produced by the Department of Education, it is envisaged that enrolments will increase by 10,694 no. places 
between 2020 and 2024 as illustrated in Figure 8-2, however will begin to decrease between 2025-2036 by 
16,323 no. places.  Given the timeline of pre and post construction requirements, it is expected that the 
proposed development will not be habitable before 2025 and therefore will not contribute to the secondary 
school population until the figures are expected to decrease between 2025 – 2036. 

 
Figure 8-2:  Projected Enrolment at Secondary School Level 2021-2040 (Source: Department of Education).  
 

Based on these figures the proposed secondary school population is set out below in Table 8-2.  

Units Average Household Size 
(Inchicore B ED) 

Population of the 
Proposed Development 

Projected Secondary 
School Population (7.8%) 

383 (total units) 2.91 (1.5 for studios and 1 
beds) 

c. 898 no. people 70 no. children 
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230 (excluding studios & 
1 bed units) 

2.91 c. 669 no. people 52 no. of children 

Table 8-2:   Estimated Demand of Secondary School Population (Source: CSO 2022). 
 

The proposed development calculates a demand for approximately 70 no. secondary school places which 
equates to c.11.6 no. school places per year group based on a six-year secondary school cycle. Disregarding 
one-bedroom units as a generator of demand for school places (applying the same methodology as the 
childcare demand analysis), there is an anticipated demand of c. 50 no. places which equates to c.8.3 no. 
places per year group.  

Within the 2km catchment area there are 6 no. secondary schools with a total of 2,533 no. pupils enrolled, 
equating to c. 70 no. pupils per school year. 

Based on this analysis, the secondary schools within the catchment area illustrates capacity to facilitate the 
anticipated demand for secondary school places generated by the proposed development as the demand is 
less than the available capacity.  

 

9 CONCLUSION 

The proposed development at Bluebell represents an opportunity to deliver new development offering a 
quality living environment, respectful of its context, site topography, and site character, located in relative 
proximity to Dublin City Centre. 

The provision of a c. 289 sq.m creche, in combination with recently permitted and existing childcare facilities 
in the area, meets the requirements for delivering this proposed scheme of development, with an estimated 
demand for childcare of c. 61 no. spaces. 

The development generates the need for approximately 80 no. primary school places and 52 no. secondary 
school places which can be met by the existing primary and secondary school provision within a 1.5km and 
2km radius of the subject site.  

We consider the proposed development to be fully in accordance with Government guidance in relation to: 
Childcare Facilities Guidelines 2001, the Provision of Schools and the Planning System; Dublin City 
Development Plan 2022-2028 policies and objectives and the Sustainable Urban Housing: Design Standards 
for New Apartments Guidelines for Planning Authorities (July 2023). 
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