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1 INTRODUCTION

This Cultural Infrastructure Report has been prepared by Brady Shipman Martin in support of a planning
application in accordance with Part Xl of the Planning and Development Act 2000 (as amended), by the
Land Development Agency (LDA) on behalf of Dublin City Council. This document has been prepared
having regard to the Dublin City Council Cultural Infrastructure Toolkit guidance document and to
relevant policy objectives set out within the adopted Development Plan.

The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of the existing provision of cultural infrastructure
in the area close to the subject application site of c.2.9ha (hereafter called ‘the site’.) The site is located
within a land bank of residential development on lands zoned ‘Z1 — Sustainable Neighbourhoods’ in the
Dublin City Council Development Plan 2022-28.

The proposed development will accommodate 383 no. apartments, community spaces, a creche and
will also include for car parking, cycle parking, pedestrian and cycle links, storage, services and plant
areas. Landscaping will include for high quality private open space, communal amenity areas and public
open space provision.

The ability of new residential development to access cultural facilities and services is paramount in
maintaining sustainable communities. The primary objective of this study will be to assess the cultural
facilities in the vicinity of the proposed development site and to identify the requirement for additional
facilities in line with the objectives of the Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028 (Development Plan).
It is noted that a separate Community and Social Infrastructure Audit has been prepared by Brady
Shipman Martin and is also submitted with this application, which assesses community infrastructure.

The report will provide an audit of the available cultural infrastructure in the area relating to the
following categories;

Arts

Heritage
Literature
Preforming Arts
Music

Film

Please see the accompanying Planning Report prepared by Brady Shipman Martin for a full detailed
description of the proposed development. With regard to community and social infrastructure, please
refer to the Community and Social Infrastructure Report prepared by Brady Shipman Martin submitted
as part of this application.

1.1 Methodology
A breakdown of services within a 750m, 1.5km and 2km catchment area have been selected to provide
an overall context of the range of facilities in the wider area which are readily accessible.

An examination of existing publications including the DCC’s Artist Workspace Study 2020 and Cultural
Infrastructure Report was undertaken in order to inform this assessment. Additionally, online data has



Cultural Infrastructure Report

been extracted and applied to inform this report on the provision of cultural infrastructure in the area
such as the website ‘DCC’s Cultural Near You data’.

This report is primarily a desktop-based study using freely available information and data. The facilities
in each category were recorded and mapped.

2 PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

2.1 Culture 2025
Culture 2025 is a high-level planning policy framework which outlines priorities, initiatives and goals for
the cultural sector in Ireland up until 2025.

There are three overarching principle that govern this policy document, which include:
1. Recognising the value of culture and creativity to the individual and society
2. Supporting creative practice and cultural participation
3. Cherishing our cultural heritage

It is highlighted within the document that culture is ever-changing and for that reason there are many
definitions of culture. A wide range of definitions have been included, such as the following:

“The arts, as defined in the Arts Act 2003, meaning ‘any creative or interpretive expression (whether
traditional or contemporary) in whatever form, and including, in particular, visual arts, theatre,
literature, music, dance, opera, film, circus and architecture and including any medium when used for
those purposes

The creative industries, which can be defined as industries and occupations which focus on creativity as
a means to deliver commercial success, export growth and resilient employment for Ireland including: —
advertising and marketing — architecture — crafts — design* — fashion — film, TV, video, radio and
photography — IT, software and computer services — publishing — museums, galleries and libraries —
music, performing and visual arts. * Areas of design include: exhibition / performance / games / graphic
/industrial / interior / landscape / product / textiles.

Cultural heritage, including: — Heritage as considered in the Heritage Act 1995 and the National Heritage
Plan 2002 — Museums, archives and public cultural institutions — Library services and integrated cultural
services delivered by local authorities — Built and natural heritage, including architecture, archaeology,
biodiversity and landscapes — Intangible (or ‘living’) cultural heritage, including the Irish language, sport,
customs and traditions — Cultural diversity and languages which have become part of Irish life in more
recent years”

2.2 Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028
Cultural Facilities
The Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028 (Development Plan) recognises that culture

infrastructure is a key social asset that must be planned for. As stated within the Development Plan
Culture plays a crucial key role in “defining us as a society and as a city”.
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A Cultural Infrastructure Study was undertaken by Dublin City Council in 2021 and was published as a
background document for the Development Plan. The study was used to advise on what policy
provisions will be required to ensure that the cultural offer within Dublin City is maintained and
enhanced over the lifetime of the adopted plan.

Chapter 12 of the Development Plan addresses the role that culture plays in the life of Dublin City. As
stated within this chapter, cultural and interpretive expression can take many forms such as;

Music

Dance

Visual Arts

Sculpture

Theatre

Literature.

Objective CUO25 stipulates the requirement for all new strategic development regeneration areas
(SDRAs) and large-scale developments above 10,000 sq. m in total area must provide a minimum of 5%
community, arts and cultural space as a part of their development at the design stage. The proposed
development meets the 5% requirement by providing internal and external spaces throughout the
development that may be used for cultural use.

Numerous policies have been set out by the council in order to enhance and improve the cultural
facilities throughout the city;

Policy CU2 — Cultural Infrastructure

To ensure the continued development of Dublin as a culturally vibrant, creative and diverse city with a
broad range of cultural activities provided throughout the city, underpinned by quality cultural
infrastructure.

Policy CU4 — Cultural Resources

To support the development of new and expanded cultural resources and facilities within the city that
enrich the lives of citizens and visitors, provide new opportunities for engagement and celebrate
aspects of our history and culture.

Policy CU12 — Cultural Spaces and Facilities

To grow the range of cultural spaces and facilities in tandem with all new developments and across
existing developments such as in basement or rooftop spaces where suitable to meet the needs of an
increased population within the city.

The surrounding suburbs of Inchicore and Kilmainham have been identified as an important cultural
cluster within the south-central area of Dublin City. Section 12.5.2 of the Development Plan sets out
several objectives relating to these specific areas;

Objective CUO12 — Cultural Spaces in Dublin 8

To support the development of new and expanded cultural resources and facilities within the city that
enrich the lives of citizens and visitors, provide new opportunities for engagement and celebrate
aspects of our history and culture.
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Objective CUO13 - Heritage Network Trail

Support the establishment of a heritage network and trail from the Dublin route through to Kilmainham,
Inchicore Works, Goldenbridge and Bluebell, supported by improved public realm, connections and
restoration of the Camac River, which celebrates the rich history of this district.

Objective CUO14 — Dublin 8 Regeneration

To ensure that the wider regeneration of Dublin 8 contributes to the cultural assets of the community
with new spaces provided at street level in larger regeneration projects that will accommodate and
provide for new local cultural uses.

Objective CUO30 — Co-Design and Audits

Large development applications (over 10,000 sg. m., either in phases or as one application) will, in the
absence of a DCC local area culture audit (CUO44 refers), be required to undertake a cultural audit for
the local area to identify shortcomings within the area; and to work with DCC Arts Office to identify and
agree appropriate arts or cultural uses, preferably as part of a co-design process in advance of lodging
an application, for inclusion in the development. Such audits shall be informed by the existing cultural
mapping resources in the Dublin City Cultural Infrastructure Study and by Culture Near You maps.

2.3 Dublin City Council Cultural Toolkit

In Spring of 2024, Dublin City Council released a guidance document, ‘Cultural Infrastructure Toolkit’,
which aims to help guide developers on delivering new cultural and community spaces within the city.
The documents allow for art organisations, developers and the city to communicate together
efficiently.

Cultural infrastructure has been defined as ‘Buildings, structures and places where culture is either
experienced or created’, this can include places such as museums, cinemas, libraries, cinemas, music
venues/studios, nightclubs, historic cultural sites, art studios, recording/media studios, rehearsal/dance
studios or film studios.

The document particularly focuses on policies relating to the delivery of cultural infrastructure within
the Development Plan such as, Objective CUO25 which stipulates the requirement for all new
regeneration areas (SDRAs) and large-scale developments above 10,000 sq. m in total area must
provide a minimum for 5% community, arts and cultural space as a part of their development at the
design stage

This guidance document has been designed to encourage collaboration and co-design of cultural
infrastructure throughout the decision process of a project up through to its delivery. It is emphasised
throughout these documents that “Cultural Infrastructure is one of the most cost-effective forms of
social infrastructure that improves people’s quality of life, social cohesion, and resilience.” It has also
been further highlighted that there is a major need within the city for more workspaces for creative
professionals. As identified within a survey conducted by Dublin City Council, “41% of these creatives
are actively seeking workspaces”.
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3 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE
The demographic profile is based on population data from the Census 2022. As shown in Figure 2-1
below, the subject site is in the Inchicore B ED within the administrative area of Dublin City Council.

maflmham
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GALLANS TOWN

Fox & Geese

KNOCKMITTEN

REDCOW

BLUEBELL

FOX-and-GEES
C oM Ko
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Figure 3-1 Inchicore B ED with the Subject Site indicated in Red (Source: CSO SAP MAP 2022 and BSM Annotation 2024)

3.1 Demographics of the Arts Sector

In September 2022 a comprehensive online survey was issued to c. 2,997 no. participants as part of the
Basic Income for the Arts Pilot Programme across the country. The survey provided an insight into the
characteristics of those working within the arts industry. The findings were published as a part of a
statistical release report as a part of ‘A Portrait of the Arts Sector’ under the ‘Demographics of the Arts
Sector’ document prepared by the Irish Government Economic and Evaluation Service (IGEES) staff in
the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sports and Media.

Artists and creative arts workers who live in cities comprised just over half of all respondents at c.
50.33%, with c. 38.05% of all respondents being resident in Dublin City and suburbs, and the balance
split between Cork, Galway, Limerick and Waterford cities.
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0.00% 10.00% 2000% 30.00% 40000% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00% B0.00% S0.00% 100.00%

Traditional arts 16.22%
Dance 25% 12.50%
Circus, Spectacle & Street Arts 26.47% RN 14.71%

Visual arts 0.49%
Other 1.61%
Literature 0.39%
Music 38.35% Bl 25.28%
Multidisciplinary 42.08% 2.22% . 0.90%

Filrm 48.40% 1.07%

Theatre

M Dublin city and suburbs W Cork, Limerick, Galway, or Waterford
m Large town (population - 10,000 or over) @ Small town (population 1,500 - 9,599)

W A rural or remote area Other

Table 3-1 Breakdown of living location by primary art form, Source; (Demographics of the Arts Sector, Statistical Release
2023)

Theatre and film made up the largest proportion of occupations of respondents living in Dublin City and
suburbs.
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0.00% 10.00% 20.00% 30.00% 40.00% 50.00% 60.00% 70.00% 80.00% 90.00%100.00%

osne [ o

Visual Arts

Literature

Traditional Arts 2.70%

Theatre

o 2.71%

Multidisciplinary

Other

Film

Music

W Female @ Male Other Prefer not to Say
Table 3-2 Gender Distribution by Art Form Source; (Demographics of the Arts Sector, Statistical Release 2023)

The sector is relatively balanced in terms of gender overall, but has high disparities in certain art forms,
including Dance and Music.

Dance has the highest gender disparity, with artists and creative arts workers who identified themselves
as female comprising c. 83.33% of respondents from this art form, compared to c. 14.58% who
identified themselves as male. Of the art forms where artists and creative arts workers who identified
themselves as male comprise a significant proportion of respondents, Music comes in the highest with
c. 71.64% of respondents in this art form identifying as male, compared with just c. 26.63% who
identified themselves as female.

10
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Literature 1 T 1
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Table 3-3 Age Profile of All Respondents by Primary Art Form (ordered by median age from youngest to oldest) Source;
(Demographics of the Arts Sector, Statistical Release 2023)

Dance has the youngest median age at 33 years. The oldest median ages are for Literature, where the
median age is 48 year-old, followed by Visual Arts and the Traditional Arts, which both have a median
age of 45-years old. The overall median age for all respondents is 40.7- years old.

4  PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

4.1 Site Description

The proposed development includes the construction of a residential development set out in 5 no.
blocks, ranging in height from 5 to 9 storeys to accommodate 383 no. apartments, 3 no.
community/cultural units, including the relocated ‘Bungalow’, and a créche.

The development includes for centrally landscaped public realm in addition to an extensive area of
linear open space along the western corridor of the site which includes a play area, biodiversity planting,
relocated allotments and provides access and permeability to the Grand Canal. The proposed
application includes all site landscaping works, green roofs, boundary treatments, lighting, servicing,
signage, and associated and ancillary works, including site development works above and below
ground.

For a full development description please refer to the statutory notices and Planning Report prepared
by Brady Shipman Martin.

11
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4.2 Description of Description

The following table below outlines the unit mix;

Unit Type: No. of Beds: Total No:
Apartments Studio 22
1-bed 131
2-bed (3 persons) 30
2-bed (4 persons) 162
3-bed (5 persons) 38
Total Units: 383 no. Units

Table 4-1: Unit Overview of Unit Mix and Numbers of the Proposed Development

5 OVERVIEW OF CULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE (NEED ASSESSMENT)

5.1 Existing Publications

An examination of existing publications including the Dublin City Council’s (DCC) Artist Workspace Study
2020 and Cultural Infrastructure Report was undertaken in order to inform the need assessment.
Additionally, online data has been extracted and applied to inform this report on the provision of
cultural infrastructure in the area such as DCC’s Cultural Near You data.

Artist Workspaces Study 2020

In 2020 a baseline survey was carried out by Turley Strategic Communications on behalf of Dublin City
Council into artists workspaces, revealing an overall dissatisfaction with the existing provision of artist
workspaces in Dublin, both in terms of supply and quality.

The research that was undertaken indicated that there is a high demand for additional artist
workspaces, with c. 41% of the artists surveyed currently seeking workspaces with no alternative
provision. This means the workspace requirement across Dublin city could be as high as c. 1,125 artists,
across multiple art forms with differing accommodation requirements. This clearly indicates that there
is an under provision of artist workspaces within Dublin City.

Cultural infrastructure Report 2021

A Cultural Infrastructure study for Dublin City was carried out by Turley Strategic Communications in
association with OBFA Architects on behalf of DDC. The purpose of this Cultural Infrastructure Study is
to advise on what city-wide strategic measures and policy provisions will be required to ensure that the
vitality and viability of Dublin City’s cultural offer is maintained.

The findings of the study indicated that there’s a scarcity of appropriately enhanced and developed
affordable, safe and accessible artist/ maker workspaces in Dublin.

5.2 Current Provision of Cultural Infrastructure in the Bluebell area

It is widely recognised that arts and culture are key cornerstones in the sustainable development of
new communities, helping to define and preserve identity, promote social activity, and offer valuable
educational and economic returns.

12
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Dublin has a rich history of arts and culture, including its architecture and museums. Dublin’s literary
and musical history includes writers like James Joyce, Oscar Wilde, Samuel Beckett and Patrick
Kavanagh, to bands and musicians like U2, Thin Lizzy and Sinéad O’Connor, with much of this creative
legacy is visible across the city.

According to the 2016 Census, there were approximately 2,500 artists (within a larger group of ¢. 27,300
creative workers) in Dublin. However as identified in a study undertaken by Dublin City Council’s Art
Officel, between 2010-2019, the maximum number of individual artist’s workspaces in Dublin city was
found to be only c. 392 studios, spread across c.89 artist workspace buildings. It was also further
identified that within the same time period, there was c. 137 shared rehearsal spaces and c. 36 public
venues (of which 10 contain public performance spaces, 17 contain public galleries, and, and 9 contain
both theatre and gallery spaces) providing provision for existing artists.

Dublin has many venues supporting these cultural amenities and attractions. For the purposes of this
application, we have surveyed the provision of Cultural infrastructure. This assessment entails an
overview of the following essential Cultural facilities including:

Arts: Sculptures, Artist Spaces, Art Galleries

Heritage: Museums, Historic Sites

Literature: Libraries, Writing Centres

Music: Music studios, Rehearsal Studios, Music Venues
Film: Film Studios, Photography Studios, Cinemas

o Uk wWwN e

Performing Arts: Musical Theatre, Theatre, Dance Studios, Circus

As shown in Figure 6-1 below, the site is surrounded by various cultural facilities. These facilities offer
literacy (blue), arts (green), heritage (pink), music (orange), film (purple) and performing arts (yellow)
which attracts and promotes the best of local entertainment production and cultural activities to the
area and its surrounding environs.

Even though a wide 2km catchment area (inclusive of 750m and 1.5km catchments) was used within
this audit to cover all cultural facilities around the subject site, it is important to note that Dublin City
Centre is located 6km to the east of the site which offers a vast array of cultural amenities of which
future population can easily avail.

https://councilmeetings.dublincity.ie/documents/s27245/6.%20Report%200n%20Artists%20Workspaces%20i
n%20Dublin%20City%202010-2019%20JR%20final%20edits.pdf

13
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Cultural Facilities
Overview of the Cultural Infrastructure within the 750m, 1.5km and Zkm catchment area

il
oogle Earth | .

lig el 1 o o i '..-,_ ’ i u =g B

Figure 5-1 Cultural Facilities within the 750m, 1.5km and 2km catchment area (Source: Google Earth, BSM Annotation 2025)
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No. | Name: Facility Function/ Services: Address: Opening Times (if Applicable): Distance
Type: (km):
1 Phoenix Performing | Performing Arts Studio; Performing Arts Programme | Inchicore, Dublin 12 10am — 7pm Monday, 10am — 8pm | c.0.38km
Performing Arts Arts Studio Tuesday & Thursday, 10am - 3pm
College and Studio Wednesday & Friday, 9:30am — 6pm
Saturday
2 National Youth Performing | Performing Arts Studio; Performing Arts Programme | Naas Road Industrial Park, Unit 4, | 10am — 6pm Monday — Saturday, 10am | c. 0.38km
Musical Theatre Arts Studio Bluebell, Dublin 12 — 8pm Sunday
3 Popup Studios Film Studio | Film Studio; Event Spaces; Production Offices; Prop | 109 Kylemore Way, Inchicore, | 9am — 7pm Monday — Friday c. 0.39km
Stores; Kitchen; Dressing Rooms; Wifi Dublin 8 Closed Saturday + Sunday
4 Jake Carter School | Music Rehearsal Studios/ Musical instruments lessons Bluebell Business Park, Unit 6 Old | 3pm — 9pm Tuesday — Thursday, 9am — | c.0.44km
of Music Studio Naas Road, Dublin 12 5pm Saturday
5 Karen Byrne Dance Rehearsal Studios/ Dance Classes Bluebell Business Park, Unit 6 Old | Not Available c. 0.44km
School of Dance Studio Naas Road, Dublin 12
6 New Generation Photograp | Photography Studio; Events; Dressing Rooms; Motorcity, Kylemore Road, | 24 hours/7 days €.0.58km
Studio hy Studio Bluebell, Dublin 12
7 Tog Hackerspace Art Studio Art Studio; Events/Workshops Unit 1B, Motorcity, Kylemore | 24 hours/7 days c. 0.60km
Road, Inchicore, Dublin 12
8 Soundcaster Music Recording Studio; Mixing Studio; Kitchen; Studio | Ring Terrace, Inchicore, Dublin 8 4pm-10pm Monday — Friday, 10am — | c.0.84km
Studios Studio Equipment 10pm Saturday + Sunday
9 Drimnagh Castle Castle Historic Significance Architectural Significance Medieval Castle, Long Mile Road, | N/A c. 0.88km
Event Space, Tours Drimnagh, Dublin, 12
10 | Monica Loughman | Dance Ballet Classes; Ballet Studio Avonbeg Industrial Estate, 2 Long | 4pm — 8pm everyday c. 1.03km
Elite Ballet Studio Mile Road, Drimnagh, Dublin 12
Academy
11 = GWA Dance & Dance Dance Studio; Dance Classes Fincris House, Kylemore Park N, 6pm — 9pm Monday, 4pm-7pm | c.1.08km
Fitness Studio Kylemore, Dublin 10 Tuesday, 6:30pm — 9pm Wednesday,
3pm-5pm Thursday Closed Friday-
Sunday
12 | Ballyfermot Library | Library Book Loans; Workshops; Book Clubs; Exhibitions; | Ballyfermot Road, Kylemore, | 10am —8pm Monday — Thursday, 10am | c.1.28km
Library Tours; Lectures; Activities for Adults and | Dublin 10 — 5pm Friday & Saturday

15
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Children; Study Spaces; Meeting Rooms; Computers;
Tablets; Wifi; Sensory Cubbie; recording Studio

Closed Sunday

13 | Biblary — Polska Library Events; Books (in Polish) loans; Workshops CIE Hall Sports & Social Club, | 12pm-4pm Sunday c.1.32km
Biblioteka Library Square, Inchicore, Dublin 8 | Closed every other day
14 | Indelible Audio Music Recording Studio; Mixing Studio Inchicore Terrace, Kilmainham, | 10am-9pm everyday c.1.39km
Studio Dublin 12
15 | Dedsound Music Rehearsal Studios; Studio Equipment Unit A3 JFK Trading Centre, = 10am-10:30pm Monday — Thursday c.1.41km
Rehearsal Studio Studio Kennedy Road, Bluebell, Dublin 12 | 10am-9:30pm Friday
10am-6pm Saturday - Sunday
16 | Troubadour Music Rehearsal Studio; Kitchen; Wifi Chapelizod  Industrial  Estate, | 24 hours/7 days c.1.59km
Residency Studio Studio Chapelizod, Dublin 22
17 | Inchicore Library Library Book Loans; Audio Books, Self-service facilities, Wifi, | Richmond Barracks, St Michael's | 10am — 5pm Monday — Saturday c.1.60km
Special Collections, Book Clubs; Library Tours; | Estate, Inchicore, Dublin 8 Closed Sunday
Computers
18  Richmond Cultural Historic Significance, Architectural Significance St Michael's Estate, Inchicore, | 10am-5pm Tuesday-Saturday c. 1.60km
Barracks Centre Tours, Workshops, Talks, Events, Event Spaces Dublin Dublin 8 Closed Sunday + Monday
19 @ Ballyfermot Arts Arts Art Studio/ Education/ Animation Studios Kylemore  Road, Chapelizod, 8am —6pm Monday — Friday c. 1.62km
Building College Dublin 12 Closed Saturday + Sunday
20 | Vision Lab Media Audio Studio; Recording Studio; Visual Production | Ballymount Industrial Estate, Unit | 10am-12am everyday c.1.64km
House Studio 7, Lower Ballymount Rd Lower,
Walkinstown, Dublin 12
21 | Studio 14 Film Studio | Film Studio; Hair/Makeup Stations; Green Room | Unit 14, Willow Business Park, | 8am —6pm Monday — Friday c.1.83km
Facility; Kitchen Knockmitten Lane, Dublin 12 Closed Saturday + Sunday
22 | Walkinstown Library Book Loans; Workshops, Lectures; Book Clubs; | Percy French Road, Walkinstown, | 1pm — 8pm Monday + Wednesday, | ¢.1.87km
Library Activities for Adults and Children; Demonstrations; | Dublin 12 10am — 5pm Tuesday, Thursday-
Exhibitions; Library Tours; Study Spaces; Sensory Saturday
Cubbie; Community Garden; Audio Books; Closed Sunday
23 Irish National War | Memorial Historic Significance Island Bridge, Ushers, Dublin 8 24 hours/7 days c. 1.88km
Memorial Gardens | Park

Figure 5-2 Cultural Facilities within the 750m and 1.5km and 2km Catchment Area (Source: Google Earth/ openstreetmap.org, adapted by BSM, 2025).
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52.1 Arts
Art facilities including public sculptures, artist studios and art galleries are important culture hubs within
a community and provide the community a place to foster creativity and culture expression.

A total of 2 no. art facilities are situated within the 2km catchment of the subject site. Ballyfermot Arts
Building (19) which is a part of Ballyfermot College of Further Education Campus, contains a range of
facilities which provide a space for artists to develop their skills and creativity. Courses that are provided
within the campus include, art & design, animation, games and music. Overall, the facility serves as a
hub of cultural expression and diversity for the area.

5.2.2 Heritage

Heritage facilities are places that preserve and showcase history and cultural significance of a particular
area. These facilities, such as historic sites, museums and cultural centres play a crucial role in
promoting the heritage of a community for educational and entertainment purposes. There are
approximately 3 no. heritage facilities located within the 2km catchment of the subject site.

Built in 1810 by the British Army as a barracks, Richmond Barracks (18) has been identified as a building
of historical importance and is currently in use as a cultural centre which is managed by Dublin City
Council Culture company. This facility hosts several events and workshops throughout the year and
promotes new opportunities for the public to participate in cultural activities. The facility also comprises
of a museum, multiple event rooms for hire, a garden and is home to Inchicore library.

=,

Figure 5-3 Richmond Barracks (Source; Richmond Barracks Facebook Page)

Run by the OPW as a museum, Kilmainham Gaol is situated slightly outside the 2km catchment area
from the subject site (c.2.5km). Dedicated as a national monument, Kilmainham Gaol is one of Ireland’s
most famous prisons. The Gaol is now currently operating as a museum, providing guided tours and
exhibitions regarding the famous history of the site.

5.2.3 Literature
The subject site is well serviced by a variety of libraries that provide a large diverse range of functions
throughout their facilities which cater to all different types of people. These libraries act as important

17
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educational and cultural facilities, offering a valuable public service to existing and future residents
within the surrounding area.

A total of four libraries are located slightly outside the 1km catchment area from the subject site.
Shown below in Figure 6-4, Ballyfermot Library which is situated c.1.28km (i.e. 25-minute walk or 8
minute cycle) from the subject site, is home to a comprehensively resourced and well-connected
library, with study spaces, public computers and tablets, and internet access also available for public
use.

-

Figure 5-4 Ballyfermot Library (Source; Dublin City Council Website, 2024)

In addition to the local libraries the site is also located in proximity to a high frequency public transport
corridor which connects the area to the centre of Dublin City Centre where a large variety of literature
facilities are located.

The largest support and development organisation for writers and literature in Ireland is the lIrish
Writers Centre which is approximately c.6km east of the site and is accessible by the high frequency
public transport located ¢.400-700m from the site. The Irish Writers Centre provides an array of
facilities including hosting large events, providing writing courses and workshops.

5.24 Music

Music has been identified as a key cultural asset that enhances the cultural of life within Dublin city.
Music facilities including music studios, music venues and rehearsal studios provide a place for the
community to record music, connect with like-minded individuals and to contribute to the musical
landscape. By nurturing musical talent and creativity, music facilities play a pivotal role in preserving
the cultural heritage of a community.

A total of 5 no. music facilities are located within a 2km catchment from the subject site. Many of these
spaces provide a range of facilities for musicians such as rehearsal/recording studio hire, equipment
rental, music lessons and Internet connectivity.

Jake Carter School of Music (4) is the closest music facility to the site, providing an innovative
environment for learning musical instruments. This site is a shared facility with Karen Bryne School of
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Dance (5). The coexistence of these two schools enhances the artist synergy within the local area and
is practical in terms of space utilisation. Additionally, several live music venues are found dispersed
around Dublin City Centre which is highly accessible from the site via public transport.

5.25 Film

Film facilities provide a space for artists to express creativity, such as a private group studios to facilitate
collaboration between actors and other collaborators or individual private spaces for editing and desk
work. These facilities allow the community to share stories and experiences with a wider audience
further enriching the culture of the area.

There are 4 no. film facilities within the identified catchment, including 2 no. film studios, a photography
studio and a media house. These facilities provide a range of amenities to facilitate film artists such as
equipment storage, internet connectivity, dressing rooms, makeup/hair stations, lighting, green
screens and soundproof studios.

The Light House Cinema is located approximately c.4.5km linear distance from the site (c.28 minutes
via public transport / ¢.20-minute drive time) in the suburb of Smithfield. The Light House Cinemais a
specialist art house cinema which provides an extensive range of film facilities. Several film festivals
are held within this facility throughout the year including the Dublin international Film Festival, The
Gaze Film Festival and the Japanese Film Festival.

5.2.6 Performing Arts

There is a fluidity in the type of workspace that performance artists require. It is noted however in the
DCC Cultural Infrastructure Study report that in general performance artists have shown a preference
to be based in workspaces in close proximity to the City Centre in light of the location of Dublin’s key
pereformance venues.

The subject site benefits from 5 no. performing art facilities in close proximity, which include a range of
dance studios and performing arts studios. These facilities provide a platform for artists to practice and
showcase their talents shaping the cultural identity of the area.

Dublin City Centre which is in close proximity to the subject site, also benefits from a wide variety of
performing art facilities suh as The Gaiety Theatre (c. 5km linear distance / c.45-minutes via public
transport), Ambassodor Theatre (c. 5.4km linear distance / c.38-minutes via public transport) and the
Abbey Theatre (c. 5.5km linear distance / ¢.30-minutes via public transport).

6  TYPOLOGY ASSESSMENT

6.1 Proposed Provision of Community/Cultural Space

In accordance with Objective CUO25 of the Development Plan, the proposed scheme will provide
approximately 9% of community, arts and cultural spaces within the application site, exceeding the
required 5%. The proposed development has made a total provision of c. 651 sq.m of internal
community/cultural and arts spaces and c. 1,668 sq.m of external community/ cultural and arts spaces
(c. 2,319 sg.m in total).
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Internal community/cultural spaces will be provided at ground floor level of Block 2, Block 3B and Block
4B. External community infrastructure is proposed to be distributed strategically throughout the
scheme.

The breakdown of community, arts and cultural space is as per below:

Community, Arts and Cultural Spaces

Internal Space sg.m

Block 2 — Community/ Cultural/ Arts Use 1 (Bungalow) 281 sq.m
Block 3B — Community/ Cultural/ Arts Use 2 86 sg.m
Block 4B — Community/ Cultural Arts Use 3 268 sgq.m
External Space sg.m
Bungalow Community Terrace / Garden 157 sq.m
Community Gardens — Allotments 1,511 sg.m
TOTAL: 2,319 sq.m

Figure 4-1: Proposed Community, Arts and Cultural Spaces (Source: HIL, 2025)

One of the community spaces within the proposed development has been proposed to be operated by
the voluntary non-profit organistation ‘Bluebelll Community Developemnt Project’ as a Men’s shed,
replacing the existing ‘Bungalow’ on site.

The proposed community, arts and cultural spaces will greatly increase the offering in the area and will
complement the existing Bluebell community centre which bounds the site directly along its eastern
boundary. These community spaces have been intentially deisgned as a versatile space, allowing for a
wide range of flexibilty for the types of uses proposed by perspective operators.

7  CONCLUSION
The site located within Bluebell and the surrounding neighbourhood clusters of Inchicore and
Kilmainham possess a wide range of cultural facilities.

As identified in the Cultural Infrastructure Audit, there is a limited existing provision of artistic
workspaces within the Bluebell area. It is evident from the findings of the DCC Cultural Infrastructure
Report and Workspace Study prepared by Turley Strategic Communications, there is a significant
demand for artist workspaces, across multiple art forms with varying accommodation requirements.

The development proposes the provision of 3 no. community/cultural units to be provided which allow
for multi-functional use, with a total floor area of 651 sg.m with a further c. 1,668 sq.m of external uses
as set out below, in addition to a creche of c. 289 sg.m. In line with Development Plan requirements
(Obj QHSNA47), these spaces are “multifunctional in terms of their use, adaptable in terms of their design
and located to ensure that they are accessible and inclusive to all.” Furthermore, the provision responds
to Obj QHSN50 and section 15.8.2 of the Development Plan in relation to accessibility, inclusivity, and
re-incorporation of existing facilities on site.

The total amount of community, arts and cultural space provided (c. 2,319 sq.m) equates to a total of

. 9.1% of the overall net residential floor area (c. 25,444 sq.m) which exceeds the 5% requirement set
out in Objective COU25 of the Development Plan. There is an existing bungalow dwelling on site which
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runs various community facilities and will be demolished as part of the proposed development. The
services and users of the bungalow will be relocated to ground floor level of Block 2 with an adjoining
external area in the form of a community terrace.

It is submitted that the allocated provision of culture / community / arts space proposed within this

development responds to the requirements of the Development Plan, and allows future uses to be
confirmed with the community.
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