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Executive Summary 
 

This report presents the results of a Stage 1 Screening Stage Statement, in support of the Appropriate 

Assessment process, to identify whether significant effects on any Natura 2000 site are likely to arise 

from the proposed Link Road to Ballyfermot at Blackditch, Cherry Orchard, Co. Dublin. The proposed 

development area is located directly south of Cherry Orchard Hospital and north of recently 

completed housing development at Elmdale and the football grounds of Cherry Orchard FC. 

The proposed development is assessed in the context of the receiving environment and other plans 

and projects of note in the area.  An affordable housing scheme on the adjoining lands was the subject 

of a separate successful Part 8 planning application (4313/22).  

No European designated sites are located within 8km of the proposed link road.  The scale and nature 

of the proposed project and habitats within and adjacent to the link road site are not attractive for 

the qualifying and special conservation interests of the Natura 2000 sites in the wider receiving 

environment.  There is no obvious or credible pathway by which significant effects could be conveyed 

to many of the sites in the wider hinterland, including Wicklow Mountains SAC and Wicklow 

Mountains SPA, Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC and Glenasmole Valley SAC. 

The potential risk of significant hydrologically mediated effects upon the coastal and marine 

designated sites is considered negligible for several reasons: 

• There are no open watercourses on or adjacent to the development site meaning that 

uncontrolled damaging run-off during the construction phase is extremely unlikely. 

• The site is not proximate to these coastal Natura 2000 sites and the distance and potential 

dispersion and dilution of any pollutants arising on site would be such as to make any 

measurable impacts highly unlikely. 

• The proposed development will tie into municipal water supply and wastewater services for 

the affordable housing scheme. The drainage design for the project will ensure that run-off 

is attenuated and will not exceed green-field rate. The surface water will be collected and 

attenuated, and the use of SuDS measures as described in the Engineering Planning Report 

(e.g., permeable pavement) will ensure there will be no hydrocarbon polluted run-off to 

the local watercourses, upstream of the coastal designated Natura 2000 sites. 

In addition, the construction and operation of the development will not cause 

disturbance/displacement impacts on key species the coastal SPAs due to the distance between the 

proposed development site and these sites and lack of suitable habitat at the development site or its 

environs for qualifying species of the Natura 2000 sites. 

 

It is objectively concluded that no significant effects arising from the development are likely to occur 

in relation to any Natura 2000 site located in wider receiving environment.
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1. Introduction 

Ecology Ireland Wildlife Consultants Ltd. were commissioned by Coady Architects to undertake an 

appraisal of the potential impacts of a proposed link road development at Ballyfermot Road, Cherry 

Orchard, Co. Dublin on designated conservation sites in the wider area. The site is currently partially 

developed and provides vehicle access to the adjacent football club. The site is located south of Cherry 

Orchard Hospital, east of Wheatfield Prison to the west and Cherry Orchard Football Grounds to the 

south.  

The link road has an area of approximately 0.279 ha in size.  Part 8 planning permission was granted 

in 2022 for an affordable housing scheme comprising 172 no. dwellings (141 no. 3 bedroom two storey 

terraced houses and 31 no. two bedroom, two storey terraced houses), two public open spaces (of c. 

0.83 ha), associated site infrastructure works/supporting infrastructure, landscaping, public lighting, 

access roads/pavements, boundary treatments (4313/22). 

A screening assessment is part of the ‘Appropriate Assessment’ (AA) process that consists of up to 

four consecutive stages. In Stage 1, a screening process is undertaken to identify whether significant 

impacts on a Natura 2000 site are likely to arise from the project or plan in question. If significant 

impacts are likely to occur, then the process moves on to Stage 2 where an AA considers potential 

mitigation measures for adverse impacts. If it is considered that mitigation measures cannot 

adequately minimise potential adverse impact on a Natura 2000 site, then an assessment of 

alternative solutions is considered in Stage 3. This may then be followed by Stage 4 of the process in 

the event that adverse impacts remain, and the proposed activity or development is deemed to be of 

‘Reasons of Overriding Public Interest’ (IROPI), allowing an assessment of compensatory measures to 

be considered. The outcome of a Stage 2 and higher assessment is presented in a report known as a 

Natura Impact Statement (NIS). 

The first part of the assessment is a screening process to identify whether significant effects on a 

Natura 2000 site(s) are likely to arise from the project or plan in question, in view of best scientific 

knowledge and in light of the conservation objectives of the relevant European site(s), when 

considered as an individual project or in combination with other plans and projects. If significant 

effects are likely to occur or if it is unclear whether significant effects are likely to occur, then the 

process moves onto the next phase where the project is subject to an AA to determine whether the 

plan or project would directly affect the integrity of a European site. At this stage, potential mitigation 

measures for adverse impacts identified in at screening stage are considered. Typically, a NIS is 

prepared by consultants on behalf of the promoter/developer of a plan or project, and this is part of 

the information used by the competent authority in carrying out an AA of the proposed plan or project. 

If the competent authority is satisfied that the plan or project will not adversely affect the integrity of 

the site concerned, it may approve the project. If it is considered that mitigation measures will not be 

able to satisfactorily reduce potential adverse impact on a Natura 2000 site, then an assessment of 

alternative solutions is considered in third phase of the assessment process. If adverse impacts remain 

and the proposed activity or development is deemed to be of Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public 

Interest (IROPI), the final assessment step permits consideration of permission for development with 

consideration of compensatory measures. 

While a screening assessment appraisal or NIS may be provided by the advocate of the plan or project 
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in question, the AA itself is undertaken by the competent authority (e.g. the planning authority or An 

Bord Pleanála). So, in this case, the screening assessment for the project, described herein, is 

undertaken by Dublin City Council: informed by this Stage 1 Screening Statement and any other 

relevant information provided to the statutory body.  The adjoining permitted affordable housing 

scheme was also subject to the AA process and Ecology Ireland prepared a Screening report to inform 

the planning appraisal. 

1.1. Methodology 

This report presents the outcome of an AA screening assessment carried out to identify whether the 

proposed link road, in view of best scientific knowledge and in light of the conservation objectives of 

any relevant European sites and when considered as an individual project or in combination with other 

plans and projects, is likely to have a significant effect on any European Site. It is important to 

emphasise that a screening assessment does not have to ascertain the existence of a significant effect 

or impact on a Natura 2000 site as such; it only has to establish whether a significant effect or impact 

is possible or may occur (as per judgement by Ms. Justice Finlay Geoghegan; see guidelines below). 

The conservation objectives of Natura 2000 sites have been compiled by the National Parks & Wildlife 

Service (NPWS) in relation to the habitats and species (i.e., qualifying interests) for which the sites are 

selected. These conservation objectives are referred to when carrying out appropriate assessments 

for plans and projects that might impact on these sites. 

Documents associated with the proposed development and relevant ecology databases were 

consulted as part of this assessment. The authors of this report carried out baseline field studies of 

the site in order to inform the EcIA and Screening Assessment. The following guidelines and legal 

judgements were used in the completion of this assessment; 

 

• Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly Affecting Natura 2000 Sites – European Commission 

Methodical Guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the ‘Habitats’ Directive 

92/43/EEC (European Commission 2001) 

• Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland – Guidance for Planning Authorities 

(DoEHLG 2009) 

• Office of the Planning Regulator Practice Note PN01 - AA Screening for Development Management 

(OPR, 2021). 

• European Commission (2021) Assessment of plans and projects in relation to Natura 2000 sites - 

Methodological guidance on Article 6(3) and (4) of the Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC.  Brussels, 

28.9.2021 C (2021) 6913 final. 

• Integrated Biodiversity Impact Assessment – Streamlining AA, SEA and EIA Processes: 

Practitioner’s Manual (EPA 2013) 

• European Court of Justice Ruling 11th April 2013 Case C‑258/11 Peter Sweetman and Others v An 

Bord Pleanála - Criteria to be applied when assessing the likelihood that N6 Galway City Outer 

Bypass road scheme will adversely affect the integrity of Lough Corrib SAC 

• High Court Ruling 25th July 2014 by Ms. Justice Finlay Geoghegan; Neutral Citation [2014] IEHC 

400; High Court Record No. 2013 802 JR; Kelly -v- An Bord Pleanála – Judicial review of grant of 

planning by An Bord Pleanála for two wind farm phases in County Roscommon 
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• High Court Ruling 24th November 2014 by Mr. Justice Hedigan; Neutral Citation [2014] IEHC 557; 

High Court Record No. 2014 320 JR; Rossmore Properties Limited & Anor -v- An Bord Pleanála  

• High Court Ruling 25th February 2016 by Mr. Justice Barton.  Neutral Citation [2016] IEHC 134; 

High Court Record No. 2013 450 JR; Balz & Anor -v- An Bord Pleanála. 

• European Court of Justice ruling 12th April 2018 in respect of Case C 323/17 (People Over Wind & 

Sweetman) - it is not appropriate for the purposes of Appropriate Assessment (AA), at the 

screening stage, to take account of the measures intended to avoid or reduce the harmful effects 

of a plan or project. 

• European Court of Justice 19th April 2018; Case C 164/17; Grace & Sweetman -v- An Bord Pleanála 

– a measure compensating for the negative effects of a project cannot be taken into account in an 

Appropriate Assessment Natura Impact Statement (Stage 2).  

• European Court of Justice 7th November 2018; Case C 461/17; Holohan & Others v. An Bord 

Pleanála - an Appropriate Assessment must identify and examine the implications of the proposed 

project for species present on the Natura 2000 site, including species for which the site has been 

listed and those for which it has not, provided those implications are liable to affect the 

conservation objectives of the site; an Appropriate Assessment must identify and examine the 

implications of the proposed project for species and habitats outside the boundaries of the Natura 

2000 site, provided those implications are liable to affect the conservation objectives of the site. 

• High Court Ruling 2nd February 2019 by Mr. Justice Barniville; Neutral Citation [2019] IEHC 84; 

High Court Record No. 2017 883 JR; Kelly -v- An Bord Pleanála & Anor- SUDS are not mitigation 

measures which a competent authority is precluded from considering at the stage 1 screening 

stage. 

• Heather Hill Management Company CLG v An Bord Pleanála (Burkeway Homes Limited as Notice 

Party) [2019] IEHC 450.  Mr. Justice Garrett Simons granted an order of certiorari setting aside the 

decision of the Board to grant permission for a residential development of 197 units at Bearna Co. 

Galway, on the basis that it was a material contravention of the Galway County Development Plan 

(the CDP), it failed to carry out a 'justification test' as required and failed to carry out proper 

Appropriate Assessment screening. 

 

1.2. Statement of Authority 

This Screening Assessment was prepared by Athena Michaelides and Dr. Gavin Fennessy of Ecology 

Ireland Wildlife Consultants Ltd. Athena Michaelides (BSc Zoology & Animal Biology) has over five 

years of experience as a professional ecological consultant. Dr. Gavin Fennessy (BSc PhD MCIEEM), 

Managing Director of Ecology Ireland, is an ecologist with over 25 years’ of experience in professional 

consultancy. Gavin is a member of the Irish Policy Group of the Chartered Institute of Ecology & 

Environmental Management. He is a Guest Lecturer at University College Cork delivering lectures on 

Environmental Impact Assessment and Appropriate Assessment. 

 

 



P a g e  | 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1-1 Proposed link road layout. 
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2. Stage 1: Screening 
 

2.1. Brief Description of the Site & Project 

 

2.1.1. Site Location 

The study site is located in Cherry Orchard, Dublin 10, west of the city centre close to the M50 (See Figure 

1-1 above). The site is approximately 0.279 hectares in area. The site is within a grassland and scrub 

area north of Cherry Orchard Football Club and Astro Turf Pitch. 
 

2.1.2. Description of proposed development 

The site consists of vacant lands in Cherry Orchard, Dublin 10, with a gross area of 0.279 hectares. The 

proposed Link Road will be constructed within this area.  The site is currently partially developed and 

provides vehicular access to the adjacent football club. The site is located to the south of Cherry Orchard 

Hospital and the proposed HSE residential facility, and to the north of Cherry Orchard Football Club. 

The site for the permitted affordable housing development lies to the west of the link road site. The 

site is accessed from the north via Ballyfermot Road.  

The proposed development is for a link road connection extending from the planned road that forms 

part of the permitted affordable housing development at Cherry Orchard and connecting this road with 

Ballyfermot to the North. The road is designed to accommodate buses and includes a cycle lane on each 

side. 2 no accessible parking spaces are proposed to the south side of the road. An amended boundary 

is proposed to the HSE facility. A new entrance and boundary treatment is proposed to the Cherry 

Orchard Football Club.  

The proposed development includes provision for a gated vehicular and pedestrian access from the link 

road at the northeast corner premises/grounds of Cherry Orchard Football Club which is situated on 

lands to the south of this section of the link road.  It all includes the removal of all existing palisade 

fences and gateways on the subject lands and re alignment of and appropriate treatments to the 

boundaries to HSE lands at St. Loman’s Nursing home to facilitate connection of the link road to the 

unnamed road frontage to St. Loman's which leads to the Ballyfermot Road. 

It is envisaged that the link road will be constructed concurrently with or following completion of the 

proposed housing development.  From mobilisation, the site works are estimated to take approximately 

6 months.   

All wastes associated with the construction and operational phase of the proposed development will 

be managed and removed from site by approved/licensed operators as standard (e.g., standard local 

recycling and standard waste management in line with relevant national and EU legislation). The 

construction works will not require any further resources (i.e., land-take, water abstraction) from the 

surrounding environment. A Construction and Environmental Management Plan has been prepared and 

accompanies the planning application (Punch Consulting Engineers). 

Post construction, the site will consist of a link road connecting to the adjacent affordable housing 

scheme development. While there will be additional human activity at the proposed development site 
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during the operational phase, there will be no additional resource requirements from the surrounding 

environment. 

 

2.1.3. Ecological description of the site 

The site is contained within the 2km grid square of the National Biodiversity Ireland Database Centre 

(NBDC), O03W. The database was accessed on March 13th 2024.  This grid square contained one record of 

an Annex I bird species the Common Kingfisher (Alcedo atthis). The grid square contained records for 

the high impact invasive species; Japanese Knotweed (Fallopia japonica). It also contained records of 

the invasive species Butterfly-bush (Buddleja davidii), Canadian Waterweed (Elodea canadensis) and 

Nuttall's Waterweed (Elodea nuttallii). 

No Annex I habitats listed under the EU Habitats Directive are present within the study site. The 

dominant habitats present are primarily of low ecological value. No botanical species protected under 

the Flora (Protection) Order 2022, listed in Annex II or IV of the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC), or 

Red listed in Ireland were recorded. All species recorded during the ecological surveys are considered 

common for similar habitats in the general area. No invasive species were recorded on the proposed 

site during the site visit on 2nd and 19th June 2021.  During the walkover surveys the entire lands 

including the area of the permitted affordable housing scheme were surveyed. 

The dominant habitats present at the Cherry Orchard site including the land for the adjoining permitted 

housing scheme are modified habitats, such as Buildings and Artificial Surface (BL3), Amenity grassland 

(GA2), Amenity grassland/Dry meadows & Grassy verges (GA2/GS2) and Scrub (WS1). There are no 

surface watercourses or waterbodies present on the site.  The dominant habitats directly impacted by 

the proposed link road development (i.e., development works footprint) include habitats of no 

appreciable ecological value e.g., buildings and artificial surfaces (BL3), amenity grassland (GA2) and dry 

meadows and grassy verges (GS2). The proposed development site is located in a built-up area. The 

M50, the Grand Canal and the railway line are nearby, and Cherry Orchard Hospital and 

Wheatfield/Cloverhill Prison are directly adjacent to the site.  Overall, the site is of low local ecological 

importance. The site is not of any importance for habitats or species which are qualifying/special 

conservation interests of designated Natura 2000 sites in the wider area. 

The closest waterbody to the site, The Camac_030 is located approximately 1.3km south. This 

watercourse is part of the Liffey Catchment, which discharges into Dublin Bay. There are therefore 

distant, but direct, hydrological connections (potential source-receptor pathways) between the 

proposed development site and the South Dublin Bay & River Tolka Estuary SPA and South Dublin Bay 

SAC and the North Bull Island SAC and SPA by virtue of their location in Dublin Bay.  The Park West-

Cherry Orchard LAP (2019) indicates that the proposed development site is part of the River Camac sub 

catchment, currently draining to a single outfall (Outfall A) at the south-eastern corner of the Park West 

Industrial lands (see Figure 2.1 below).
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Figure 2-1 The site drains to the Camac within the Liffey Catchment (from LAP) 
 

 

 

The majority of the Cherry Orchard lands to the north of the railway line, including the proposed 

development site, drain to the culverted Blackditch Stream. The Blackditch Stream is piped along the 

southern boundary of Wheatfield Prison, through old Cherry Orchard Park and underneath Cherry 

Orchard Avenue.  This pipe is then culverted underneath the railway line and follows the alignment of 

Friel Avenue.  This pipe is then routed south where it joins the piped Gallowstown Stream at Killeen 

Road.  Both piped streams then appear at surface level within an open channel as the Galback Stream 

within the Kylemore Industrial Park. This open watercourse is later culverted as it travels south and 

passes under the Grand Canal where it eventually feeds into the Camac River. 

The site lies in Flood Zone C for fluvial flooding and is therefore at low risk of flooding. Due to the 

significant distance between the site and the coast, there have been no coastal flood maps produced 

for the area and the site is therefore considered to be in Flood Zone C for coastal flooding. The site is at 

low to moderate risk of pluvial flooding. The surface water drainage network designed for the site will 

mitigate the risk of pluvial flooding on site. There are also no historical records of flooding from the 

immediate area (www.floodinfo.ie).   

All surface water run-off from the road shall be collected in a gravity pipe network constructed along 

the length of the proposed road. It is proposed to connect this drainage to the network proposed as 

part of the adjacent Cherry Orchard Affordable Housing Project. Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems 

(SuDS) will be incorporated as part of the overall surface water drainage strategy for the adjacent 

housing development in line with the local authority policy. This will include the attenuation of the 

surface water within the site and restriction of outflow from the site to match the greenfield run-off 

rate.  
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The Cherry Orchard affordable housing scheme has been sized appropriately and can accept runoff 

from the proposed link road. Storm water collected from the link road by the pipe network will connect 

to the proposed drainage network as part of the affordable housing scheme. The area drained includes 

the areas from the entire site including roads, car parks and buildings areas. This model is assessed 

against the 1 in 100-year storm event. An overflow pipe will be added from the attenuation tank to the 

existing 1500mm diameter sewer connection as per Dublin County Council requirement that the roads 

do not have to be attenuated. 

2.2. Description of the Natura 2000 Sites 

The proposed development site is not located within or adjacent to any designated sites.  In accordance 

with the European Commission Methodological Guidance (2001), a list of European Sites that can be 

potentially affected by the proposed works was compiled.  All Special Areas of Conservation (SAC’s) and 

Special Protection Areas (SPA’s) sites within a nominal 15km radius of the proposed development site 

have been shown on the associated mapping and data tables.  It is necessary to consider the likely Zone 

of Influence (or Impact) for a proposed development and not just consider sites out to a nominal 

distance of 15km.   Where consideration of the Source-Pathway-Receptor (S-P-R) model indicates that 

there likely significant effects which in the absence of mitigation will occur in relation to more distant 

sites, these are considered as part of the screening process.  Due to the nature, scale and location of 

the proposed works it was concluded that there were no likely significant effects on any Natura 2000 

sites beyond the nominal ‘search distance’ arising from the proposed development. 

The distance from the development site boundary to European designated sites was measured using 

the latest GIS data in April 2025. 

In all, 9 Natura 2000 sites are located within 15km of the Cherry Orchard site. The closest of these is the 

Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC which is located 8km to the northwest of the application boundary. 

Glenasmole Valley SAC (001209) and North Bull Island SPA (004006) are located over 9km from the 

proposed development (Table 2.1; Figure 2.1).  One of Ireland’s newest SPAs, Northwest Irish Sea SPA 

(004236) is a candidate Natura 2000 site and was announced in July 2023.  This site is located 14.8km 

from the proposed link road.  It is a marine site which includes estuaries and bays that open into the 

North-west Irish Sea, along with connecting coastal stretches of intertidal and shallow subtidal habitats, 

and the more pelagic waters further out to sea.  The purpose of this marine SPA is to provide safe 

feeding and roosting habitats for a range of bird species including the seabirds that breed at colonies 

on offshore islands and coastal headlands.  The new North-west Irish Sea SPA extends offshore along 

the coasts of counties Louth, Meath and Dublin.  

The qualifying interests/special conservation interests and conservation objectives of the Natura 2000 

sites in the 15km hinterland are summarised in Table 2.3. 

 

2.2.1. Other designated sites 

 

While not formally considered as part of the Appropriate Assessment process, there are 14 pNHA sites 

located within this 15km hinterland area (Table 2.1, Figure 2.2). The closest of these sites is Grand Canal 

pNHA (1.2km). There are no NHA sites within 15km of the site. 
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Table 2.1 Natura 2000 sites within 15km of the proposed development  

Site Name 
Site 

Code 

Minimum 

Distance (km) 

Natura 2000 sites     

Rye Water 

Valley/Carton SAC 
001398 8.0 

Glenasmole Valley SAC 001209 9.2 

South Dublin Bay & 

River Tolka Estuary 

SPA 

004024 9.7 

South Dublin Bay SAC 000210 10.6 

Wicklow Mountains 

SAC 
002122 11.5 

Wicklow Mountains 

SPA 
004040 12.5 

North Bull Island SPA 004006 12.8 

North Dublin Bay SAC 000206 12.8 

North-west Irish Sea 

SPA 
004236 14.8 

 

 

Table 2.2 Minimum distances between Nationally designated sites and the proposed development 

site. 

Site Name Site Code 
Minimum 

Distance (km) 

Grand Canal pNHA 002104 1.3 

Liffey Valley pNHA 000128 1.4 

Royal Canal pNHA 002103 4.1 

Dodder Valley pNHA 000991 6.4 

Rye Water Valley/Carton pNHA 001398 8.0 

Lugmore Glen pNHA 001212 8.1 

Glenasmole Valley pNHA 001209 9.2 

North Dublin Bay pNHA 000206 9.4 

Slade of Saggart & Crooksling pNHA 000211 9.8 

Santry Demesne pNHA 000178 10.1 

South Dublin Bay pNHA 000210 10.6 

Dolphins, Dublin Docks pNHA 000201 11.6 

Booterstown Marsh pNHA 001205 11.9 

Fitzsimon's Wood pNHA 001753 12.1 
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Figure 2-2 Natura 2000 sites within 15km buffer of proposed works 
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Figure 2-3 Designated sites within 15km buffer of proposed works 
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Table 2.3 Natura 2000 Site Details. 

 

 

Site Name & Code 

 

Conservation Summary 

Minimum 

Distance from 

Site (km) 

Rye Water 

Valley/Carton SAC 

The conservation objectives of this site relate to maintaining or 

restoring the favourable conservation condition of the following 

qualifying interests; 

• Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion) [7220] 

• Vertigo angustior (Narrow-mouthed Whorl Snail) [1014] 

• Vertigo moulinsiana (Desmoulin's Whorl Snail) [1016] 

8.0km 

Glenasmole 

Valley SAC 

The conservation objectives of this site relate to maintaining or 

restoring the favourable conservation condition of the following 

qualifying interests; 

• Semi-natural dry grasslands and scrubland facies on 

calcareous substrates (Festuco-Brometalia) (* important 

orchid sites) [6210] 

• Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden 

soils (Molinion caeruleae) [6410] 

• Petrifying springs with tufa formation (Cratoneurion) [7220] 

9.2km 

South 

Dublin Bay 

& River 

Tolka 

Estuary SPA 

The conservation objectives of this site are to maintain the favourable 

conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special 

Conservation Interests for this SPA: 

• Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) [A046] 

• Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) [A130] 

• Ringed Plover (Charadrius hiaticula) [A137] 

• Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) [A141] 

• Knot (Calidris canutus) [A143] 

• Sanderling (Calidris alba) [A144] 

• Dunlin (Calidris alpina) [A149] 

• Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) [A157] 

• Redshank (Tringa totanus) [A162] 

• Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) [A179] 

• Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) [A192] 

• Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) [A193] 

• Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) [A194] 

• Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] 

9.7km 

South 

Dublin Bay 

SAC 

The conservation objectives of this site relate to maintaining or 

restoring the favourable conservation condition of the following 

qualifying interests; 

• Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide 

[1140] 

• Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210] 

• Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310] 

• Embryonic shifting dunes [2110] 

10.6km 

Wicklow 

Mts. SAC 

The conservation objectives of this site relate to maintaining or 

restoring the favourable conservation condition of the following 

qualifying interests; 

• Oligotrophic waters containing very few minerals of sandy 

plains (Littorelletalia uniflorae) [3110] 

• Natural dystrophic lakes and ponds [3160] 

• Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010] 

• European dry heaths [4030] 

• Alpine and Boreal heaths [4060] 

• Calaminarian grasslands of the Violetalia calaminariae [6130] 

11.5km 



P a g e | 13 
 

 

 

Site Name & Code 

 

Conservation Summary 

Minimum 

Distance from 

Site (km) 

• Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in 

mountain areas (and submountain areas, in Continental 

Europe) [6230] 

• Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130] 

• Siliceous scree of the montane to snow levels (Androsacetalia 

alpinae and Galeopsietalia ladani) [8110] 

• Calcareous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation [8210] 

• Siliceous rocky slopes with chasmophytic vegetation [8220] 

• Old sessile oak woods with Ilex and Blechnum in the British 

Isles [91A0] 

• Lutra lutra (Otter) [1355] 

Wicklow 

Mts. SPA 

The conservation objectives of this site are to maintain the favourable 

conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special 

Conservation Interests for this SPA: 

• Merlin (Falco columbarius) [A098] 

• Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) [A103] 

12.5km 

North Bull 

Island SPA 

The conservation objectives of this site are to maintain the favourable 

conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special 

Conservation Interests for this SPA: 

• Light-bellied Brent Goose (Branta bernicla hrota) [A046] 

• Shelduck (Tadorna tadorna) [A048] 

• Teal (Anas crecca) [A052] 

• Pintail (Anas acuta) [A054] 

• Shoveler (Anas clypeata) [A056] 

• Oystercatcher (Haematopus ostralegus) [A130] 

• Golden Plover (Pluvialis apricaria) [A140] 

• Grey Plover (Pluvialis squatarola) [A141] 

• Knot (Calidris canutus) [A143] 

• Sanderling (Calidris alba) [A144] 

• Dunlin (Calidris alpina) [A149] 

• Black-tailed Godwit (Limosa limosa) [A156] 

• Bar-tailed Godwit (Limosa lapponica) [A157] 

• Curlew (Numenius arquata) [A160] 

• Redshank (Tringa totanus) [A162] 

• Turnstone (Arenaria interpres) [A169] 

• Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) [A179] 

• Wetland and Waterbirds [A999] 

12.8km 

North 

Dublin Bay 

SAC 

The conservation objectives of this site relate to maintaining or 

restoring the favourable conservation condition of the following 

qualifying interests; 

• Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide 

[1140] 

• Annual vegetation of drift lines [1210] 

• Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310] 

• Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) 

[1330] 

• Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410] 

• Embryonic shifting dunes [2110] 

• Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria 

(white dunes) [2120] 

• Fixed coastal dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes) 

12.8km 
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Site Name & Code 

 

Conservation Summary 

Minimum 

Distance from 

Site (km) 

[2130] 

• Humid dune slacks [2190] 

• Petalophyllum ralfsii (Petalwort) [1395] 

Northwest 

Irish Sea 

SPA 

The conservation objectives of this site are to maintain the favourable 

conservation condition of the bird species listed as Special 

Conservation Interests for this SPA: 

• Red-throated Diver (Gavia stellata) [A001] 

• Great Northern Diver (Gavia immer) [A003] 

• Fulmar (Fulmarus glacialis) [A009] 

• Manx Shearwater (Puffinus puffinus) [A013] 

• Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017] 

• Shag (Phalacrocorax aristotelis) [A018] 

• Common Scoter (Melanitta nigra) [A065] 

• Little Gull (Larus minutus) [A177] 

• Black-headed Gull (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) [A179] 

• Common Gull (Larus canus) [A182] 

• Lesser Black-backed Gull (Larus fuscus) [A183] 

• Herring Gull (Larus argentatus) [A184] 

• Great Black-backed Gull (Larus marinus) [A187] 

• Kittiwake (Rissa tridactyla) [A188] 

• Roseate Tern (Sterna dougallii) [A192] 

• Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) [A193] 

• Arctic Tern (Sterna paradisaea) [A194] 

• Little Tern (Sterna albifrons) [A195] 

• Guillemot (Uria aalge) [A199] 

• Razorbill (Alca torda) [A200] 

• Puffin (Fratercula arctica) [A204] 

14.8km 
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2.3. Potential Impacts on the Natura 2000 sites 

Consideration is given here to the aspects of the proposal which may have potential impacts on the 

Natura 2000 sites, and which therefore may need to be considered in this screening assessment. 
 

2.3.1. Direct impacts 

The proposed development site is located within an urban setting and the development footprint is not 

within or closely adjacent to any designated conservation sites, nor does it require any resources from 

these sites. Direct habitat loss to any Natura 2000 site can be ruled out. 
 

2.3.2. Indirect impacts 

For indirect impacts to occur on a Natura 2000 site, as a result of the proposed development, 

connectivity between the proposed site and the designated site is required. For example, this could 

occur through transport of sediment via watercourses and the resultant downstream deterioration of 

aquatic habitat. 

Surface drainage from the proposed site currently discharges to the Camac River via the existing 

municipal surface water drainage network. The Camac River ultimately discharges into Dublin Bay, via 

the River Liffey. The new stormwater drainage network will discharge into a different sub catchment, 

Lower Liffey Lyreen Ryewater catchment.  The stormwater collected from the developed site and the 

lands around Cherry Orchard Hospital drain to Outfall B at Ballyfermot Road and onwards north towards 

Gaels-Drumfinn Avenue Park and eventually joining the River Liffey.  Ultimately, both run-off routes 

have distant but direct hydrological connections (potential source-receptor pathways) between the 

proposed development site and the South Dublin Bay & River Tolka Estuary SPA and South Dublin Bay 

SAC, the North Bull Island SAC and SPA and North-west Irish Sea SPA by virtue of their location in Dublin 

Bay. There is no direct or indirect connectivity between the proposed site and any other Natura 2000 

site, including the Glenasmole Valley SAC.  Similarly, there is no hydrological connection between the 

proposed development site and the Wicklow Mountains SAC and Wicklow Mountains SPA, both of 

which are located distant (>11km) from the proposed link road. 

There are therefore distant, but direct, hydrological connections (potential source-receptor pathways) 

between the proposed development site and the estuarine and coastal marine sites by virtue of their 

location in Dublin Bay. 

Regarding the avian qualifying interests of the relevant coastal SPA sites, there are no known feeding, 

roosting or breeding grounds for these species within the site. However, there is potential for overfly 

of species from the associated SPAs in Dublin Bay to their feeding/roosting grounds. 

Given the presence of hydrological connectivity and potential for avian impacts, the five coastal Natura 

2000 sites in Dublin Bay are considered further in this Screening Assessment. These are i) South Dublin 

Bay & River Tolka Estuary SPA, ii) South Dublin Bay SAC, iii) North Bull Island SPA, iv) North Bull Island 

SAC and, v) North-west Irish Sea SPA.
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3. Stage 1: Screening Assessment Criteria 
 

3.1. Elements of the Project Likely to Impact on the Natura 2000 Sites 

As described in the Ecological Impact Assessment for the site the proposed development area is 

currently considered to be of low local value. The site is located within the Cherry Orchard area in an 

urban environment with relatively high levels of background noise and night-time illumination. The site 

is not proximate to any Natura 2000 site and given the location and the nature of the proposed 

development direct impacts can be discounted. 

 

Further consideration of the potential indirect impacts are presented in relation to the Natura 2000 

sites identified as requiring further consideration in this screening assessment: 

 

• South Dublin Bay & River Tolka Estuary SPA 

• South Dublin Bay SAC 

• North Bull Island SPA 

• North Bull Island SAC 

• North-west Irish Sea SPA. 

These sites are all relatively distant from the proposed development site but are hydrologically 

connected through the Liffey.  The other Natura 2000 sites located within the wider hinterland are 

distant from the proposed development site and there is a lack of any obvious pathway by which 

significant effects could be conveyed from the proposed development site. 

Indirect habitat loss or deterioration of downstream designated sites could potentially occur from the 

effects of run-off or discharge of pollution into the aquatic environment. As outlined in Section 2.3.2 

there is a potential hydrological connection between the site through surface water discharge to the 

Camac River (and post construction of the new drainage network, via the Liffey). 

The construction phase of the development will involve the site preparation (e.g., site clearance and 

earthworks). The construction phase works have the potential to result in run-off of sediment during 

rain events where excavated areas and spoil heaps are unprotected. Similarly, the operation and 

refuelling of machinery during construction has the potential to result in leaks of hydrocarbons. Wastes 

will be generated at the site during the construction phase, and these also have the potential to 

contaminate surface water. 

All surface water run-off from the road shall be collected in a gravity pipe network constructed along 

the length of the proposed road.  It is proposed to connect this drainage to the network permitted as 

part of the adjacent Cherry Orchard Affordable Housing Project. Due to the small size of the link road 

development, i.e., 0.279ha, there is limited opportunity for the incorporation of Sustainable Urban 

Drainage Systems (SuDS) within the site boundary. The adjacent Cherry Orchard affordable housing 

scheme will have a large variety of SuDS features throughout the site including rain gardens, permeable 

paving, swales and rainwater harvesting.  The drainage from the proposed link road will be collected in 
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gullies and will outfall to the housing scheme network via a gravity system. A proportion of the car 

parking bays located on site will include permeable pavements in line with SuDS practices.  

The use of Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems such as the above-mentioned measures is designed to 

reduce the quantity of the runoff and improve the quality of the runoff relative to the existing situation. 

The potential risk of significant hydrologically mediated effects upon the designated sites is considered 

negligible for several reasons: 

• There are no open watercourses on or adjacent to the development site meaning that 

uncontrolled damaging run-off during the construction phase is extremely unlikely. 

 

• The site is not proximate to these coastal Natura 2000 sites and the distance and potential 

dispersion and dilution of any pollutants arising on site would be such as to make any 

measurable impacts highly unlikely. 

 

• The proposed development will tie into municipal water supply and wastewater services for 

the affordable housing scheme. The drainage design for the project will ensure that run-off is 

attenuated and will not exceed green-field rate. The surface water will be collected and 

attenuated, and the use of SuDS measures as described in the Engineering Planning Report 

(e.g., permeable pavement, Punch Consulting Engineers 2021) will ensure there will be no 

hydrocarbon polluted run-off to the local watercourses, upstream of the coastal designated 

Natura 2000 sites. 

Taking the above into consideration, it is considered that no elements of the project are likely to result 

in significant impacts on any Natura 2000 sites or their conservation objectives. 

 

3.2. Likely Impacts of the Project on the Natura 2000 Sites 

As outlined in Section 3.1 above, it is deemed unlikely that the proposed development will significantly 

impact on South Dublin Bay & River Tolka Estuary SPA, South Dublin Bay SAC, North Bull Island SPA and 

SAC and North-west Irish Sea SPA or any other Natura 2000 sites. 

 

3.2.1. Size, Scale & Land-take 

The development site is c. 0.279 hectares in area. There will be no direct impacts on any Natura 2000 

sites. 

 

3.2.2. Distance from or Key Features of the Natura 2000 Sites 

As described in Table 2.1 and shown in Figure 2.1. 

 

3.2.3. Resource Requirements (water abstraction etc.) 

Not applicable. 

 

3.2.4. Excavation Requirements 

Excavation works will be carried out for the road foundations. There are no Natura 2000 sites within 



P a g e | 18 
 

 

the zone of influence of this excavation work. 
 

3.2.5. Emission (disposal to land, water or air) 

The proposed development will tie into the municipal water supply and wastewater services for the 

adjacent housing development which ultimately will be collected by the Ringsend Wastewater 

Treatment Plant with treated effluent discharging offshore into Dublin Bay. 

 

There is no likelihood of any significant effects on the designated Natura 2000 sites as a result of 

emissions from the proposed development site. 

 

3.2.6. Transportation Requirements 

There will be some localised increase in construction traffic during the construction phase and increased 

movements of residents into the operational phase. This is within the context of an urban area and 

existing major road network. There is no likelihood of any significant effects on the qualifying interests of 

designated Natura 2000 sites as a result of disturbance effects from the proposed development site. 

 

3.2.7. Duration of Operations 

The construction works are anticipated to take in the order of 6 months to complete as 

described in the CEMP (Punch Consulting Engineers, 2021). 
 

3.2.8. Cumulative and In-combination Effects 

The proposed development is located in a highly developed area with a relatively high population 

density.  The proposed link road is situated to the northeast corner of the permitted affordable housing 

project that was previously subject to ecological impact assessment and appropriate assessment.  

There are several other recent residential planning applications in the vicinity of the proposed site, and 

these have been considered with regards to cumulative assessment (Table 3.1). 

The separate affordable housing development application on the lands directly adjoining the proposed 

link road involves the construction of an affordable housing development of high-quality residential 

accommodation in the form of houses, with the provision of 2 no. areas of public open space to the 

east and west of the site. The link road will tie in with the housing development which is also located at 

Cherry Orchard. The site for the link road lies to the east of the proposed housing development site. A 

separate EcIA Screening and AA Screening have been carried out for the housing application. No 

potential for impacts are likely to occur either on their own or with other plans or projects. 

The Park West – Cherry Orchard area has been identified in the Dublin City Development Plan 2022- 

2028 as an area for which a Local Area Plan has been prepared. The identification of this area 

acknowledges the need for regeneration within Cherry Orchard. The Park West - Cherry Orchard 

developed area is characterised by three distinct land uses in the form of office, residential and 

institutional, the latter comprising the Wheatfield and Cloverhill prisons and Courthouse and the Cherry 

Orchard Hospital. 

  



P a g e | 19 
 

 

Table 3.1 Significant Planning Applications in the Immediate Area (in addition to the permitted 

affordable housing development) 

 

Reference 

No. 

Address Project Description Distance from 

Subject Site 

Status 

ABP 314056 Liffey Valley to City 

Centre 

Core Bus Corridor Scheme To the north of 

the site 

Approved 2022 

SDCC Reg. Ref. Cloverhill Road, 

Clondalkin, Dublin 

22 

Alterations to previous 

approved planning 

application, Reg. Ref. 

SD15A/0105, consisting 
of: construction of a 

new single storey flat 
roof modular changing 

facilities (293sq.m) 

ancillary to the existing 
playing pitch; relocation 

of approved 38 
carparking spaces and 2 

coach parking bays from 

northern boundary to 

the eastern boundary 

adjacent to Cloverhill 
Road installation of new 

overhead flood lights; 3 

new flag poles; 
continuation of 

previously permitted 

boundary wall and 

footpath (Reg. Ref. 

SD15A/010) extending 

along the south eastern 

boundary, with addition 
of new security fencing 
added to top of wall, all 

adjacent to Cloverhill 
Road; new entrance 

gates (accessed via the 

permitted entrance off 

Cloverhill Road); all 

associated boundary 
treatment, landscaping 
and ancillary works 

necessary to facilitate 
the development. 

To the northeast 

of the site 

Permission 

granted, May 2022 SD21A/0181 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
    

DCC Reg. Ref. 

SD21A/0100 

 Construction of a revised 

two storey mono- 

pitched Discount 

Foodstore (with ancillary 

off-licence use), with an 

increased total gross 
floor space of 2,415sq.m 

 

North of the 

site north of 

Cherry Orchard 

Hospital 

Permission 

granted, July 2021 Unit 15, Cherry 

Orchard Industrial 

Estate, Ballyfermot 

Road, Dublin 10 
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Reference 

No. 

Address Project Description Distance from 

Subject Site 

Status 

  and an increased net 

retail sales area of 

1,650sq.m (2,144sq.m 

and 1,400sq.m 

respectively permitted 

under SD19A/0286); 

Associated 

reconfiguration of site 

layout and all other 

associated and ancillary 

modifications to 

SD19A/0286 above and 

below ground level, 

including modifications 

to pedestrian access and 

a new electricity 

substation and switch 

room building. 

  

 

These developments and other active sites in the wider area are to be seen in the context of a well- 

developed urban infrastructure with appropriate planning, monitoring and licensing in place. No 

potential for significant cumulative or in-combination effects were identified. 

 

3.3. Likely Changes to the Natura 2000 Sites 

As outlined in Section 3.1 above, it is deemed unlikely that the proposed development will significantly 

impact on the Natura 2000 sites under consideration here (South Dublin Bay & River Tolka Estuary SPA, 

South Dublin Bay SAC, North Bull Island SPA and SAC), Northwest Irish Sea SPA, or indeed any other 

Natura 2000 sites. 
 

3.3.1. Reduction of Habitat Area 

Not applicable. 
 

3.3.2. Disturbance to Key Species 

Not applicable. 
 

3.3.3. Habitat or Species Fragmentation 

Not applicable. 
 

3.3.4. Reduction in Species Density 

Not applicable. 
 

3.3.5. Changes in Key Indicators of Conservation Value (water quality etc.) 

Not applicable. 
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3.4. Likely Impacts on the Natura 2000 Sites as a Whole 

As outlined in Section 3.1 above, it is deemed unlikely that the proposed development will significantly 

impact on the Natura 2000 sites under consideration here (South Dublin Bay & River Tolka Estuary SPA, 

South Dublin Bay SAC, North Bull Island SPA and SAC and North-west Irish Sea SPA) or indeed any other 

Natura 2000 sites. 

 

3.4.1. Interference with the Key Relationships that Define the Structure of the Natura 2000 

Sites 

Not applicable. 

 

3.4.2. Interference with Key Relationships that Define the Function of the Natura 2000 Sites 

Not applicable. 

 

3.5. Indicators of Significance as a Result of the Identification of Effects Set Out 

Above 

As outlined in Section 3.1 above, it is deemed unlikely that the proposed link road development will 

significantly                     impact on the Natura 2000 sites under consideration here (South Dublin Bay & River Tolka 

Estuary SPA, South Dublin Bay SAC, North Bull Island SPA and SAC and North-west Irish Sea SPA) or 

indeed any other Natura 2000 sites. 

 

3.5.1. Loss 

Not applicable. 
 

3.5.2. Fragmentation 

Not applicable. 
 

3.5.3. Disruption 

Not applicable. 
 

3.5.4. Disturbance 

Not applicable. 
 

3.5.5. Change to Key Elements of the Site 

Not applicable. 
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3.6. Elements of the Project Likely to Significantly Impact on the Natura 2000 

Sites or where the Scale or Magnitude of Impacts are Unknown 

No European designated sites are located within 8km of the proposed link road.  The scale and nature 

of the proposed project and habitats within and adjacent to the link road site are not attractive for the 

qualifying and special conservation interests of the Natura 2000 sites in the wider receiving 

environment.  There is no obvious or credible pathway by which significant effects could be conveyed 

to many of the sites in the wider hinterland, including Wicklow Mountains SAC and Wicklow Mountains 

SPA, Rye Water Valley/Carton SAC and Glenasmole Valley SAC. 

The potential risk of significant hydrologically mediated effects upon the coastal and marine designated 

sites is considered negligible for several reasons: 

• There are no open watercourses on or adjacent to the development site meaning that 

uncontrolled damaging run-off during the construction phase is extremely unlikely. 

 

• The site is not proximate to these coastal Natura 2000 sites and the distance and potential 

dispersion and dilution of any pollutants arising on site would be such as to make any 

measurable impacts highly unlikely. 

 

• The proposed development will tie into municipal water supply and wastewater services for 

the affordable housing scheme. The drainage design for the project will ensure that run-off is 

attenuated and will not exceed green-field rate. The surface water will be collected and 

attenuated, and the use of SuDS measures as described in the Engineering Planning Report 

(e.g., permeable pavement, Punch Consulting Engineers 2021) will ensure there will be no 

hydrocarbon polluted run-off to the local watercourses, upstream of the coastal designated 

Natura 2000 sites. 

 

In addition, the construction and operation of the development will not cause 

disturbance/displacement impacts on key species the coastal SPAs due to the distance between the 

proposed development site and these sites and lack of suitable habitat at the development site or its 

environs for qualifying species of the Natura 2000 sites. 

 

Taking the above into consideration, it can be objectively concluded that no significant effects arising 

from the proposed development are likely to occur in relation to the Natura 2000 sites (i.e., South 

Dublin Bay & River Tolka Estuary SPA, South Dublin Bay SAC, North Bull Island SPA and SAC and North-

west Irish Sea SPA) or indeed any other Natura 2000 site in the wider hinterland. 



P a g e | 23 
 

 

Finding of No Significant Effects Report 
 

Name and location of 

the Natura 2000 sites. 

South Dublin Bay & River Tolka Estuary SPA, South Dublin Bay SAC, North 

Bull Island SPA and SAC (or indeed any other Natura 2000 site in the wider 

hinterland). See Table 2.1 and Figure 2.2 above. 

Description of the 

project or plan. 

The proposed project, if approved, would see the development of a link road 

to Ballyfermot at Cherry Orchard, Co. Dublin (within a 0.279ha site).  

 

The site is currently partially developed and provides vehicular access to the 

adjacent football club. The site is located to the south of Cherry Orchard 

Hospital and the proposed HSE residential facility, and to the north of Cherry 

Orchard Football Club. The site for the proposed housing development lies 

to the west of the link road site. The site is accessed from the north via 

Ballyfermot Road. 

  

The proposed development includes provision for a gated vehicular and 

pedestrian access from the link road at the northeast corner 

premises/grounds of Cherry Orchard Football Club which is situated on lands 

to the south of this section of the link road.  It all includes the removal of all 

existing palisade fences and gateways on the subject lands and re alignment 

of and appropriate treatments to the boundaries to HSE lands at St. Loman’s 

Nursing home to facilitate connection of the link road to the unnamed road 

frontage to St. Loman's which leads to the Ballyfermot Road. 

The proposed development is for a link road connection extending from the 

planned road that forms part of the proposed affordable housing 

development at Cherry Orchard and connecting this road with Ballyfermot to 

the North. The road is designed to accommodate buses and includes a cycle 

lane on each side. 2 no accessible parking spaces are to the south side of the 

road.  

Is the Project or Plan 

directly connected 

with or necessary to 

the management of 

the site (provide 

details)? 

No 

Are there other 

projects or plans that 

together with the 

project of plan being 

assessed could affect 

the site (provide 

details)? 

No 
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The Assessment of Significant Effects 

Describe how the 

project or plan (alone 

or in combination) is 

likely to affect the 

Natura 2000 site. 

Due to the reasons detailed above, it is felt that no elements of the project are 

likely to impact on any Natura 2000 sites. 

Explain why these 

effects  are  not 

considered 

significant. 

The following key considerations have contributed towards the conclusion that 

no elements of the project are likely to impact on the Natura 2000 site in 

question; 

 The development site is not part of the Natura 2000 sites under 

consideration here and does not require any resources from 

them – thereby ruling out any direct habitat loss impacts. 

 

 There are no open watercourses on or adjacent to the 

development site meaning that uncontrolled damaging run-off 

during the construction phase is extremely unlikely. 

 

 The site is not proximate to these coastal Natura 2000 sites and 

the distance and potential dispersion and dilution of any 

pollutants arising on site would be such as to make any 

measurable impacts highly unlikely. 

 

 The proposed development will tie into municipal water supply 

and wastewater services for the adjacent affordable housing 

development. The drainage design for the project will ensure 

that run-off is attenuated and will not exceed green- field rate. 

The surface water will be collected and attenuated, and the use 

of SuDS measures as described (e.g., permeable pavement) will 

ensure there will be no hydrocarbon polluted run-off to the 

local watercourses, upstream of the coastal designated Natura 

2000 sites. 

 

 The construction and operation of the development will not 

cause disturbance/displacement impacts on key species the 

coastal SPAs due to the distance between the proposed 

development site and these sites and lack of suitable habitat at 

the development site or its environs for qualifying species of the 

Natura 2000 sites. 

List of agencies 

consulted. 

Online NPWS & EPA databases. No direct consultations in relation to this 

screening assessment specifically. 

Response to 

consultation. 

n/a 
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Data Collected to Carry out the Assessment 

Who carried out the 

assessment 

Sources of Data Level of assessment 

completed 

Where can the full 

results of the 

assessment be 

accessed and viewed 

Athena Michaelides 

BSc 

 Pers. comm. with TPA. 

 Associated design 

documents/drawings. 

 Site walkovers baseline 

field surveys completed 

on 2nd and 19th June 

2021. 

 Review of desktop data 

sources including 

relevant planning 

applications. 

 NPWS online designated 

site data/mapping. 

 National Biodiversity 

Data Centre (NBDC) 

online mapping. 

 EPA online river 

mapping database. 

 Water Framework 

Directive online river 

database. 

 References (below). 

Desktop study & 

detailed field surveys; 

Full results of the 

assessment are 

Dr Gavin Fennessy 

BSc PhD MCIEEM 

We are satisfied that 

this has yielded 

enough information 

available above in this 

screening statement 

report (see also the 

 to adequately accompanying 

 complete Stage 1 Ecological Impact 

 Screening Statement. Assessment). 
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