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Please see Impact assessment at the very end as an Appendix 

Abstract  

¢ƘŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ ōŜŜƴ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ 
graveyard, at the heart of medieval Dublin (X 715266, Y733894). This church, dated to the early 18th 
century, represents a rebuilding of a very important medieval church, founded in the late 12th 
century, which was dilapidated by the late 17th century and subsequently rebuilt in the early 18th 
century. The church, which has an elaborate western sandstone façade, is a galleried church with an 
intact 18th -century interior along with an underground crypt. The latter contains many human 
remains and fragments of coffins, including the coffin of Lord Edward Fitzgerald, the aristocratic 
nationalist killed in 1798. The graveyard lies to the east of the church, in an elevated location, and is 
completely enclosed with an intact graveyard wall on the southern side and a rebuilt brick wall on 
the eastern. The graveyard contains a Victorian House on the northern-eastern side of the house 
and this is kƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ House in use until recently. This early 20th century building is built 
within the footprint of an earlier 18th -century ōǊƛŎƪ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƻƴ wƻŎǉǳŜΩǎ 
map of Dublin, dated 1756. Unusually, the new structure was built on top of the original basement, 
which was retained in the new building. During the archaeological investigations under discussion a 
total of six areas were tested: Area 1 was in the graveyard along the northern and western boundary 
(Test-pits 1-5) while Area 2 (Test-pits 6-8) was in a yard (the North Yard) on the northern side of the 
{ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΦ  Area 3 was in the basement of the {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ (Test-pits 9-11), Area 4 was 
within the church (Test-pit 12-16), Area 5 was within the West Porch (Test-pit 17) and Area 6 (Test-
pit 18) was in the crypt. 

The programme of works established the archaeological profile in these six main areas. In the 
graveyard, the test-pits were confined to northern side of the graveyard and generally restricted to 
approximately 0.60m in depth, revealing graveyard soils with disturbed human bone. No articulated 
skeletons were found in this area although a short stretch of a brick culvert was noted running along 
the base of the boundary wall. At the eastern end, three post-medieval wall foundations were found 
just outside the east chancel wall and these are probably the remains of small outhouses that were 
originally attached onto the church and are depicted on the Ordnance Survey of 1847. The testing in 
the North Yard also found evidence of a previous building in this location, dated to the 18th/early 
19th century, and associated with rubble and infill deposits. The old heating system was also 
exposed, which was originally part of a boiler and hot air system. The basement of the Victorian 
{ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ муth century in date, as mentioned above, but surprisingly, the 
foundations were found to be very shallow, between 0.30m and 0.40m in depth. The investigation 
also surprisingly revealed that the basement is cut into deep deposits of green/grey clays, which 
produced small fragments of medieval pottery suggesting a date in the 13th/14th century. Occasional 
human bones were found in these deposits, which were at least 1.40m in depth but the low number 
suggests this does not represent part of the graveyard in the medieval period. It may be the case 
that these represent infill deposits, deposited in the 13th/14th century and used to raise up the 
ground level in this location. They may also be indicative of an open space or garden. 

The testing attempted to establish the depth of the foundations of the east chancel wall and this 
was found to extend to at least 1.40m in depthΣ ōŜƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ. The 
base, however, was not located in this test-pit. Within the church in Area 4 sections of the tiled floor 
were also lifted, which exposed the heating system and the top of the vault or crypt beneath. One 
single trench was excavated at the northern side of the West Porch, where there are no crypts 
beneath, and this established infill or demolition deposits of mortar and stone. Human bone 
including a skull, was found in a pit visible in the western section and this may have been a grave 
that was disturbed.  Finally, a trench was also excavated just inside the entrance into the crypt, in 
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Area 6, on the southern side to try and establish the depth of the south wall of the church, which 
was found to be 1.80m in depth from the floor of the crypt.  

The testing here also revealed the church is founded on medieval soils, similar to those found in the 
ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ. In the crypt, however, these extended to at least 1m in depth but 
were found to seal highly organic habitation levels, probably dated to the Viking/Hiberno-Norse 
period. Fragments of wood suggest the presence of buildings suggesting there are likely to be 
structural remains in the form of post-and-wattle houses, pathways, out-house and cess pits, similar 
to those deposits found across the road during the construction of the entrance into the JurȅΩǎ 
carpark. These highly significant cultural layers are likely to be approximately 3m in depth. 

The proposed development involves the conversion of the early 18th -century church into a cultural 
facility, which includes conservation and consolidation of the church structure, which has significant 
structural issues, most evident in the east gable of the chancel. The new proposal includes the 
redevelopment of a late 19th century two-ǎǘƻǊŜȅ ōǊƛŎƪ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ 
positioned just east of the chancel and linked to it by a brick single-story, built at the same time as 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ .ƻǘƘ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ōǳǘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƛƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ 
both are actually 18th century in date. The construction sequence appears to consist of an 18th 
century structure or structures with a basement and access staircase on the southern side, which 
was truncated at ground floor level and capped with a concrete ring-beam. The brick section of the 
structure was then constructed on both the earlier basement but the access stairs is now external 
and not internal.   

The new development is centred on the construction of a lightweight glazed single storey building, 
abutting the eastern end of the chancel wrapping around the northern side of the nave. This 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ-story porch on the western side but with 
the main two storey house retained and refurbished. The new development also includes the 
construction of a new building directly east of the SextonΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ ƴƻΦ мл /ŀǎǘƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
which is providing an access route into the new building from the northern side, as access is very 
restricted on the Werburgh Street side. ¢Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛƴƪ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ 
and extend ƻǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǾŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
new construction also includes the demolition of external toilets, which abut the east wall of the 
chancel at the eastern end and a small late 19th century brick porch /lobby in the north-east angle of 
the nave and chancel. A brick Vestry in the corresponding corner in the south-east angle, dated to 
1815, will be retained and refurbished in the new scheme as the green room nd a new door ope will 
be opened up in the southern wall of the nave to provide access via a ramp, located in the southern 
passageway, which runs along the southern side of the church.   

Other remedial works involving a direct impact on the structure involves inserting vertical piles 
through the east end of the nave and the chancel to support the structure with a similar 
methodology proposed for the Vestry. The roof will also be artificially supported. Finally, the steps in 
the at the western frontage will also be repaired and consolidated with railings added.      
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1. Introduction  

1.1 This report describes the results of monitoring 18 engineering test-Ǉƛǘǎ ƛƴ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ 
church and graveyard, in the south-east corner of what was formerly the medieval city of 
Dublin (X 715266, Y733894) (Figs 1-4).  

1.2 {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ 5ǳōƭƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ммтлǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
Ireland, close to an earlier church and graveyard dedicated to St Martin (Figs 5,12). The new 
church was the centre of a very small parish but it catered to the wealthy families who lived 
in the vicinity of Dublin castle located a short distance to the east. The parish church 
expanded throughout the medieval period, with chapels on both the north and south side 
but by the late 17th century it was in a very dilapidated state. It was subsequently rebuilt in 
the 18th century, which is likely to have involved the demolition of the medieval church, as 
the new building was a galleried church, which included underground crypts. This 
construction work presumably causing significant disturbance in this area.  

1.3 The complex of buildings within the grave-yard includes the church (and projecting chancel), 
the Deanery (formerly a school-house) on the southern side and an unroofed building at the 
eastern end of the Deanery, currently a garden. The latter was originally part of the school-
ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƴƻǘŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ ΨtŀǊƛǎƘ IŀƭƭΩ ƛƴ мфмм (Fig. 3). There is also a Victorian house on the 
northern side of the grave-yard, abutted the east chancel of the church, known as the 
{ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ and occupied until recently (Fig. 12). This two-storey brick house replaced an 
earlier 18th century building but retained the original basement, which can be dated to the 
18th century. Thus, the basement dates to the 18th century while the upper levels dates c. 
1900. The house has a contemporary porch on the western side and a link building between 
the house and the chancel, which serves as a kitchen.  

1.4 The church has a long graveyard attached on the eastern side and this is likely to be the 
original medieval graveyard, probably expanding and contracting over time, as suggested by 
various least sources (pers. comm. Franc Myles). In the central area, headstones have been 
removed (pre-1966) and replaced by lawn (Fig. 11). However, there are a significant number 
of funerary monuments, still in their original position in the north-east and south-east 
corner and western end, including headstones, table-tombs, ledgers and railed tombs. The 
southern and eastern graveyard walls have headstones stacked up against them but these 
are not all original to the church. The graveyard also contains an inscribed medieval slab, 
probably dating to the 14th/15th century located in the south-east corner.   

1.5 The church is to be converted into a cultural venue and this will include the {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ House 
and a new building on the adjoining site at no. 10 Castle Street. The main new construction 
is a single-storey glazed building on the eastern side, wrapping around on the northern side. 
This new building will link directly into the SeȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ 
of no. 10 (Figs 13- 14). A new door ope will be opened up in the south church wall and this 
will be accessed via an accessible ramp via the narrow southern passageway, the current 
access into the church.    

1.6 The engineering test-pits were excavated in 6 main areas (Fig. 15):  

1.  The graveyard, Test-pits 1-5 (along the northern boundary wall and to the east of 
the chancel). 

2.  The North Yard:  Test-pits 6-8.  

3. ¢ƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘΥ ¢Ŝǎǘ-pits 9-11. 

4. The church: Test-pits 12-16. 
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5. The West Porch: Test-pit 17. 

6. The crypt: Test-pit 18.  

 

1.7 The archaeological monitoring was carried out by writer with the site works executed by F. 
Haughey Conservation, under the direction of Blackwood Associates Architects.  

1.8 The archaeological monitoring programme involved the excavation of 18 test-pits (Fig. 16) in 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ¸ŀǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊȅǇǘΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ 
graveyard this established the upper 0.60m of the graveyard soils contained human bone 
but there were no articulated skeletons along the northern side of the graveyard. It also 
exposed several foundations of post-medieval walls clustered around the eastern end of the 
chancel, which probably date to the 19th century. However, no medieval walls were located 
and there was no trace of the pre-18th century church. A wall and rubble deposits were 
found in the North Yard, the wall dating to the 18th /19th century while in the church the old 
heating system was also exposed and examined. ¢ƘŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ 
house did unexpectedly locate deep medieval clay soils, which did not produce any in situ 
burials perhaps suggesting that this area did not form part of the medieval graveyard and 
may have been a garden. However, these soils, which were quite sterile, may also have been 
dumped deliberately to build up the ground level in the medieval period. These soils were 
also found in the crypt at a similar depth, but, at the lower levels, dense organic habitation 
deposits (producing wood and posts) were found probably dating to the Viking/Hiberno-
Norse period. These are likely to be the remains of post-and-wattle houses dating to the 
Hiberno-Norse period as found in the general area and pre-dating the establishment of the 
ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ, ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎΦ  

  The testing did establish the depth of the southern wall of the church, 1.80 below the level 
of the crypt, which was critical in helping to produce an engineering solution to the 
significant structural cracks that are visible throughout the church but especially at the 
eastern end, in the chancel. The smaller opening up works within the church will also inform 
the proposed development, especially in regard to the provision of new services, which will 
have the least impact on the monument.    

1.9 All the pits were hand-dug and archaeologically supervised and recorded over a period from 
the 24th January to the 15th February 2023, in good dry weather conditions.  

1.10 It should be noted the original plan for access to the rear (east) of the church into the new 
building was through no. 12 Castle Street, a vacant plot to the east, the proposal being to 
construct a ramp at the rear end of the plot (which is 1.80m higher), down into the north-
east corner of the graveyard. The proposal was to run a ramped access route to run along 
the northern boundary of the graveyard as far as the new building complex but this would 
involve moving at least one table monument. However, a study of the layout of the grave-
slaves revealed this was an original layout and that the headstone of Major Sirr, the man 
responsible for fatally wounding the aristocratic nationalist Sir Edward Fitzgerald, who lies 
interred in the crypt (see below). As a result, it was decided the impact was too great and 
no. 10 was selected instead. This report, therefore, replaces the original report previously 
submitted.  
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2. HISTORICAL AND CARTOGRAPHIC BACKGROUND  

 ¢ƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘ ²ŜōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ      

2.1 The sources 

Fortuitiously, St Werburgh church and parish has two very significant documentary sources 
which includes detailed  parish accounts recording repairs to the church, along with details 
of the leasing out of various properties that belonged to the parish througout the centuries. 
The first source ƛǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ Ψ{ƻƳŜ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ  Deeds of the Parish of St Werburgh, Dublim, 1243-
мстсΩΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ōȅ IŜƴǊȅ CΦ .ŜǊǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Journal of the Royal Society of 
Antiquaries of Ireland (Mar, 31 1915, Sixth Series, Vol. 5. No. 1 (March 21 1914), 32-44). This 
source contains a total 74 deeds, dating form 1243 -1676, which records the various houses, 
Ǉƭƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ /ŀǎǘƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 
ŀƴŘ {ƪƛƴƴŜǊΩǎ wƻǿ όƴƻǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘŎƘǳǊŎƘ tƭŀŎŜύΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ properties belonging to the parish 
are included including specfic plots in Oxmantown (north side of the Liffey) and further 
afield at Swords.  

¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ΨtǊƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎΩΣ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǊŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭΣ 
and these are the finanical accounts of the parish, dated between 1481 and 1627 (with some 
gaps), which provided a fascinating glimpse into parish life and what was required to keep a 
church running in medieval times. The Proctors were essentially lay people (or 
churchwardens) who were responsible for the upkeep of the church (Empey 2009, 15) and 
the office is first mentiond in 1454. The primary function of the Proctors was the 
maintenance and financial management of the church fabric but also the houses, gardens, 
orchards and vacent plots, which belonged to the church but were leased out  (Ibid. 13). 
!ŘǊƛŀƴ 9ƳǇŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƴǎƛŎ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ 
gleaned considerable information about the medieval church. He describes fascinating 
details about the general repairs that were required for the church and the various 
properties in the immediate environs. Thus, they also contain lists of the trademen carrying 
out the repairs, the material they bought, and the jobs that they carried out on the church 
over time. These records help flesh out what is known about the church, not only in terms of 
the building repairs required for the church and chapels, but also the detail of the liturgical 
practices, ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƭƻǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ  tǊƻŎǘƻǊǎΩ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘs also record the rents from 
the various small properties they owned and these important entries include details of the 
names, the cellars, chambers and rooms in and around the church and street. The detailed 
accounts from both the Parish Deeds and the ProŎǘƻǊǎΩ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ 
about St Werburgh Street church, with rare insights into the importance of this influential 
and important church in medieval Dublin.  

There are also very extensive records of the church held in the RCB library dating from the 
early modern period and these include registers of births, marriages and deaths, Vestry 
books (From 1720-1987), accounts books of various types, from the period 1763-1860, 
registers of Vestry men, along with other registers and accounts (see RCB Library- Church of 
Ireland Archives: Parish Number: P.0326: Records of the Parish of Dublin- St Werburgh 
(Dublin): Period: 1481-1995.     

2.2  Medieval Phase   

 The medieval St Werburgh church was a parish church, forming part of the vast ecclesiastical 
properites belonging to the Priory of the Holy Trinity (Christchurch cathedral) (Clarke 2002, 
18) (Fig. 17). It is first listed in 1179 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƻŎŜǎŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ Ψ{ǘ ²ŀǊōǳǊƎŀΩ 
and was subsequently ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎ /ŀǘƘŜŘǊŀƭ in 1220 by the archbishop of Dublin, 
Henry of London (Mc Neill, 3, 4, 42). The church was a very important foundation, located as 



 
{ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ 5Φу  Monitoring report  

7 
 

it was close to Dublin Castle, the centre of power in Dublin, and it functioned as the church 
for Dublin castle at various times throughout its history. The dedication to St Werburgh is 
usually cited as an association with Chester (where she is the patron saint) and this reflects 
the fact the church is an English foundation, established after the invasion of Dublin in 1170. 
In all, there were seven parish churches within the medieval walled city ōǳǘ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ 
was originally relatively small, with low numbers of parishioners, probably numbering no 
more than 200 in the medieval period (increasing to 2,000 in the Early Modern Period) 
(Empey 2009, 14). The church originally had three chapels dedicated to St Martin, Our Lady, 
and St Catherine, the latter within the body of the church. 

¢ƘŜ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ŀ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎΣ 
which predated the English invasion 1170 but was evidently replaced by St WŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŀƴ 
unusual occurrence. This church, dedicated to St Martin de Tours, is referred to a variety of 
the contemporary documentary sources, and it also had a graveyard attached, which is still 
referred to into the early 15th century όǎŜŜ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ church was not demolished 
immediately but eventually fell into disrepair, remaining as a topographical landmark and 
located somewhere in the general environs. The old church was commemorated in the new 
as there was a chapel dedicated to St Martin attached to the northern side of St Werburgh, 
which may suggest that the {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ church was on this side. This is discussed in more 
detail below.  

2.2.1 The chapels 

{ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭƭȅ had two chapels, one dedicated to St Martin on the northern side, 
as mentioned above, with a second dedicated to Blessed Virgin Mary (the Lady Chapel) on 
the southern side, set up in 1346 when the church was under reconstruction (Empey 2009, 
12). A third chapel was added later, dedicated to St Catherine, probably within the church. 
!ǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜΣ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ ǎƛŘŜ 
and this may have been because the original church was on this side, accessed by St MartiƴΩǎ 
Lane. This linked Castle Street with the church and only disappeared in the 18th century. 
.ƻǘƘ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘȅ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ a 
west window (Robinson 1915, 135). ¢ƘŜ tǊƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘǎ that the chapels both 
had tiled floor and had statues of St Martin and Our Lady fixed to brackets at one end rather 
than set in recesses in the walls. The Accounts also suggest that the north and south chapels 
were separate to the main nave and chancel, as the accounts specify different roof 
structures, which had to repaired and re-tiled (Empey 2009, 14). The southern chapel must 
have projected out from the southern wall of the nave, as it had its own west window, which 
was partially blocked at one stage, as recorded in the sources. There is little information on 
whether side aisles were added to the church in the 15th century, as happened in other 
chuches but the lack of information and the presence of a chapel on either side, may suggest 
not (Ibid., 12).  

2.2.2 Rebuilding in 1346 

The church was badly damaged in 1301 when it was burnt during a fire in the general suburb 
and work began almost immediately on rebuilding it (Berry 1915, 33). On completion, in 
1346, the church appears to have been on a grander scale, as it included the new chapel 
ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ hǳǊ [ŀŘȅΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ, as mentioned above. From then on the Procter Accounts 
record the constant repairs required for the upkeep of the church, along with bequests from 
grateful parishoners and the rents genearted from the various properties the parish had 
managed to accumulate. The latter were modest but did include a large and small house in 
/ŀǎǘƭŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ, several rooms, cellars, yards and small 
gardens, in the general  environs of the church along with other small properties in and 
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around Dublin. In total, the properties provided a revenue of approximately 5 pounds. Other 
ƳƻƴƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ !ƭƭ {ŀƛƴǘǎ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŘŀȅΣ 
supplemented by bequests in wills of money and  property. The revenue from the burials in 
the church and chuchyard were also an important source although many of the rents were 
in a constant state of arrears (Empey 2009, 21: Robinson  1915, 133). Some of the bequests 
included objects, silverware, chalices, and clothes etc. (Empey 2009, 21).  

2.2.3  The medieval church  

¢ƘŜ tǊƻŎǘƻǊǎΩ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŀƛǎƭŜŘ 
nave, with a chancel at the east end of the church and a tower at the west. The tǊƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ 
Accounts are particularly helpful in painting a picure of what it cost to run the church and 
graveyard. The half yearly accounts record what appears to be structural repairs as the 
accounts detail accounts for paying for lime, sand, mortar, cartloads of clay and slates 
(Empey 2009, 420. Other works mentioned specific repairs carried out on the altar, the rood 
loft and the chancel. The church and chapels were constanty being re-slated and there are 
also records of repairs to windows, specfically the east window, along with repairs to the 
chapel of St Martin (Ibid. 43). There are also numerous accounts of works requiring 
carpenters as the materials listed include lathes, timbers and nails (Ibid., 41-42) along with 
the stone masons, also specifically listes (Ibid., 44). Other works recorded are the re-slating 
of the church and chapels (by heliers), the re-dressing of the churchyard door, the re-paving 
the interior of the church, the cleaning the church, the cleaning the gutters and the making a 
ladder for the church (Empey 2009, 52-55).  

The very first account, dated between 1481-1484, for example, reveals the wages paid to 
ǘǿƻ ƭŀōƻǳǊŜǊǎ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƛǘ ŦƻǊ ΨǘƘŜ ǇƛƭƭƻǊΩ όǇƛƭƭŀǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ?), that there was an almory in 
the Vestry, that the roof of St aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ǿŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǊŜ-slated, that the east window was 
mended, that the windows were glazed (as a glazier was paid) and that iron bars were made 
for the window (Ibid. 42-45). ¢ƘŜ ŀƭǘŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ŀŘȅΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ and the lead gutters of St 
aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ǿŜǊŜ also repaired and the altar of the latter was also repaved. The 
churchyard door lock was also mended and the churchyard paved (Ibid. 53). 

Between 1496 and 7 major works were again carried out as the accounts record making a 
ΨƎǊȅǇǇŜΩ (?) for the new wall of ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ΨŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ Řƻǿƴ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘ [ŀŘȅΩǎ 
/ƘŀǇŜƭΩ, while carpenters were working on the porch and porch doors. The old timbers were 
also sold on (Ibid., 69). There were also repairs to the chapels roofs and the south side of the 
church, along with re-slating of the chamber (?) and churchyard door (where there was an 
overhead chamber) (Ibid., 76). 

¢ƘŜ tǊƻŎǘƻǊǎΩ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ also includes payments that were made for burials, a lucrative source 
of money,  and these included children, wives and mothers from the parish. Burial appears 
to have occurred both wihtin the church but also in churchyard. In 1495 there is an account 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ΨōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΩ, presumably for a grave (Empey 2009 159). A lmited number of 
burials are listed between 1510 and 1515 and these also included women and childern, of 
prominent families. The accounts also record the purchase of a book to record the burials 
(Ibid., 1626-7, 146). 

2.2.4  Repairs in the 16th century 

There were sigificant repairs carried out between 1516 and 1547 revealing the delapitated 
state of the church. These record the re-ǎƭŀǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ Σ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
required a scaffolding  ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ΨōŀǿƴΩ, presumably the walled churchyard (Empey 2009, 99-
101). The church was re-plastered as part of these works and a new clay floor was laid in the 
chamber over the churchyard door. Between 1515 and 1547 the accounts record the repairs 
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to the window which required ƴŜǿ ΨōŀǊǊ ƛǊƻƴǎΩ ƛƴ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭΣ along with repairs to the 
church and gutters and the Ψmaking of a walΩƭ ƻŦ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ όIbid., 112). 

In 1582 the sources records repairs to a window in one of the chapels, which involved a new 
pane of glass, along with new locks for the chancel door (Ibid., 120). Three years later, in 
1585, the accountǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƭŀȊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ƛƴ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇŜƭ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ Ψix foot 
(?) by 8 inches squareΩ. Dormer window are also mentioned (Ibid., 121). In 1588 the 
accounts record another cluster of works to the church including what appear to be 
significant structural repairs as the list included payment to a mason to repair the steeple, a 
lyme (lime) man, carters, stone from the quarries and payment for bringing three cart-loads 
of stone from the quarry. ¢ƘŜ Ƴŀǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ LǊƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀǎ 5ƻƴƻƎƘŜ hΩ.ƻǳƎƘŜΦ Two 
labourers were also paid to make lime presumably for either mortar or limewash, and a 
scaffold and tressle were also erected. The scaffolding include the use of 12 Wexford boards, 
the need for a scaffold suggesting that the repairs were high up the building (Empey 2009, 
131). The windows were certainly under repair as the items bought included leads for 
ΨƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΩΣ ōŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜǘ όǎƛŎΦύ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ όŜŀǎǘ ǿƛƴŘƻǿΚύΣ ƘƛƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇȅƪŜǎ 
(sic.) and keys to the churchyard doorΩ (Ibid). 

While these represent significant repairs, maintenance repairs were carried out continually. 
Between 1503 and 7 these included new glass, mending the bells, as well as cleaning the 
church and cleaning up the churchyard (Ibid., 139-142).  

2.2.5 The medieval church building   

¢ƘŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ²ŜǊǎōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ муth century (see below) evidently had a 
significant impact on the medieval church not least because of the inclusion of the new 
stone-arched crypts (containing 27 vaults), a feature of the other galleried churches in the 
5ǳōƭƛƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŘŀǘŜǎ όƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ {ǘ aƛŎƘŀƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ {ǘ aŀǊȅΩǎύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ 
involved the demolition of the church and exhumation of the burials inside the main body of 
the church and the chancel before construction began, as it is unlikely the original church at 
crypts. The new early 18th -century church is relatively large, the main body of the church 
measuring 33.50m in length east-west (including the chancel) by 15m in width across the 
nave and 4.5m in width across the chancel.   

On a visual inspection, the fabric of the church appears to represent 18th-century rough 
limestone masonry and there does not appear to be original medieval masonry visible 
perhaps suggesing complete demolition. A detailed inspection, especially in the crypts, 
would be required to confirm this. Certain facts can be gleaned from various leases, however 
(pers comm. Franc Myles). The original church was set back from the medieval Werburgh 
Street, the line of which was further west that the current street  There was a churchyard in 
front of the church and a churchyard door over which buildings/chambers were constructed, 
which abutting the south side of the church. The door led to the southern passaqay that is in 
use today.  

{ǘ !ǳŘƻŜƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ 

St WerburghΩǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǳǊǾƛǾƛƴƎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 5ǳōƭƛƴΣ 
ƴŀƳŜƭȅ {ǘ !ǳŘƻŜƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ IƛƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ 
subject to significant archaeological excavations, which have unravelled a detailed evolution 
ŀƴŘ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ probably poorer, as the parish 
was much smaller (Mc Mahon 2006)Φ {ǘ !ǳŘƻŜƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ has a double nave with a tower 
added at the western end in the 15th century and a large chapel added onto the eastern end 
of the main church (Mc Mahon 2006, 86). The excavation revealed that the original church 
(Phase 1), constructed in the late 12th/early 13th century, was a simple rectangular nave with 
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a smaller chancel at the eastern end. Interestingly, this early church measured 21.50m long 
(nave 16.50m) by 10m wide with the chancel meausuring 5m square and while evidently 
ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǊǳƎƘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛŘǘƘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎƛƎƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊΦ Thus, there may be 
potential for original masonry to survive in both the north and south wall of St WerburghΩǎ. 
{ǘ !ǳŘƻŜƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ŎƘŀǇŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜΣ ƛƴ 
the early-to-mid 13th century, the northern wall of both the nave and the chancel were 
demolished and the church was rebuilt.   

{ǘ !ǳŘƻŜƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊǿŜƴǘ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǊŜƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ моth and early 14th century 
when the northern wall of the nave was demolished and replaced by piers and a second 
nave (that now in use) was added on the northern side. By this date, the church, was  
rectangular in shape measuring approximately 26m long by 17m wide. A large extension was 
added at a slight angle at the eastern end of this church on the northern side in the early-to-
mid 14th century and this chape;  was again expanded in the late 14th and early 15th century 
by an extension on the southern side, seperated by piers. Both these extensions nearly 
doubled the size of the church (Ibid. 2006, 861). 

By the early 15th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ {ǘ !ǳŘƻŜƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀōƭŜ ŜŘƛŦƛŎŜ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
evidence of additional chapels, which have all survived in the present building, an indication 
of frantic ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀŎƛǘƛǾǘȅ ŎŜƴǘǊŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ 
similar pattern of construction and demolition throughout the medieval period, although, as 
mentioned above, the parish was smaller and, as a result, not as wealthy. TƘŜ tǊƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ 
Accounts recount the many repairs carried out to the main structure, the chancel and both 
chapels suggesting a complex in generally disrepair. If the original church was a similar size 
ǘƻ {ǘ !ǳŘƻŜƴΩǎ όнмΦрлƳ ƭƻƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ōȅ млƳ ǿƛŘŜύΣ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǿƛŘǘƘ ƻŦ мнΦнлƳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
wider to accommodate the two chapels on either side, as they apper to have been 
independent structures (having separate roofs). WƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ tǊƻŎǘƻǊΩ !ŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ 
extensions ot the church, they are referenced between 1481 and 1627 and, by that date, St 
!ǳŘƻŜƴΩǎ ƻƴ IƛƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŘƻǳōƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǎƛȊŜΣ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ плƳ ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΦ 
This comparison may suggest that St ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀǎ {ǘ 
!ǳŘƻŜƴΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ  ƳŜŘŜƛǾŀƭ ǇŜǊƛƻŘΦ   

2.3 Rebuilding the church in the 17th century  

The church was in a state of disrepair in 1605 when it was described as ruinous and it was 
only in 1614 that money was provided for a rebuilding programme. The results are described 
in 1660 as having a roof raised on pillars and arches with lower side aisles and a square 
tower at the chancel end, rather the western (Keohane, Frank 2011). This church had a short 
spire with a weather cock on top. Internally, the church had several galleries and the chancel 
contained a painted panel depicting the ten commandments. The church was enlarged in 
1663 at a cost of 200 pounds and this involved widening and lengthening the south aisle. In 
1671, the church was under repair again and this included a new pulpit followed by an organ 
in 1676. The graveyard appears to have been expanded in 1668 when part of an orchard was 
purchased from a William North (Ibid., 3). 

Despite repairs being carried out in the early 17th century the church continued to fall into 
disrepair and by the early 18th century the parishioners could not worship there. The church 
was also deemed too small with the congreation spread throughout the surrounding 
parishes (Gilbert 1980 1, 32). King, the Archbishop of Dublin, was generally anxious about 
the state of the churches in the city, many of which were in a delapitated state (Pearson 
2000, 126). Under the auspices of the Archbishop an act of 1715 was passed by the Irish 
Parliament which allowed for the appointment of commissioners to oversee the 
reconstruction of the church, which was put under the supervision of Sir Thomas Burgh, the 
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Surveyor-General for public building between 1715 and 1719 (Casey 2005, 142). A plot of 
ground formerly occupied by the Council Chamber was granted towards the rebuilding costs 
(Gilbert 1890 I, 32). Correspondance from Archbishop King to Lord Moleswoth (who wanted 
a grander church) alludes to the difficulties of expanding the size of the church due to the 
small space.  

 

This suggests the proposal was for a church that measured 18.28m in width by 27.43m in 
length with an additional 6m or 7.31m for the front façade and steeple giving a total length 
of 34.73m. The reference also refers to the vaulting throughout. This correlates with the 
present church, which, as mentioned above, has a nave measuring 26m in length, east-west, 
by 15m in width, with the chancel at the eastern end, measuring 7.5m long east-west by 
4.5m wide, north-south.   

The referencŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǳǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǳƭƭŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ΨǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
ǎǘǊŜŜǘΩ ŎƻǊǊŜƭŀǘŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
churchyard and south door of the church. Thus, prior to the new build, the church was set 
back off the street frontage.  This is confirmed by Archbishop King who also referred to the 
ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŀǎ ΨŎǊƻǿŘŜŘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƻǳǎŜǎΩΦ  

In 1715 a tax was levied on the parishoners of St Werburgh to provide revenue for a 
rebuillding programme and the parish had been expanded signficantly as, by 1630, the 
parish of St Mary del Dam and St Andrews had been amalgamated with the parish of St 
Werburgh and St MartinΩs (there was 239 Protestants). The sum of money raised is recorded 
as £8,000 pounds, which is a considerable amount, as the parish boasted many wealthy and 
influence benefactors, many of whom lived in Werburgh Street parish. These included James 
²ŀǊŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀǎ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ мссс όtŜŀǊǎƻƴ 2000, 128).  

2.4 Construction of a new church (1715-19) 

Re-building of the church began in the 1715 under Sir Thomas Burgh, the design including an 
elaborate western façade, Roman in character, which was to be crowned by an octaganol 
tower and cupola. This was captured by Brooking in 1728 (Casey 2005, 342: see Fig. 14). The 
substantial works appears to have included the complete demolition of the former church in 
in 1713, as previously mentioned, despite the fact the church had been rebuilt in 1607 and 
enlarged as late 1662 (Ibid.) This demolition is captured in record held in the Representative 
Church Body (RCB) between August 1716 and May 1720 (RCB, 11). Thus, work was ongoing 
during this period (RCB, 12). The records also refer to proposals for roofing the church in 
April 1717 along ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǘƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ΨōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩ όIbid). The Procters also got 
prices for new pews of Danzig (Danzick) oak or deal, and wood for the galleries, both in 
1717.  

More details are captured in the receipts from a John Blackburn for payment for Ψremoving 
earth and the rubble of the old church in December 1717Ω and an additional payment was 
ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ .ƭŀŎƪōǳǊƴ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмтκму ŦƻǊ ΨŦƻǊ ǊŜƳƻǾƛƴƎ ŜŀǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǊǳōōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ that this work was on-going over this period (RCB, 13). The 
digging of the vaults is also recorded. In January 1717/1818 there were receipted accounts 
ƻŦ ƭŀōƻǳǊŜǊǎΩ ǿƻǊƪ Ψƛƴ ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǳƭǘǎΩΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ to between 18th and 25th 
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of  January with a second account dated to between the 8th February and the 1st of March 
and a third up to the 12th Apri (RCB, 14). The rebuilding works were overseen by Richard 
Mills betweeen 1718 and 1719.  

Other recepits includes ŦƻǊ ƭƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ΨōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜŀƭ 
boards for the vaults (1717/8) ŀƴŘ ΨǎǘƻƴŜ ŎǳǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƪΩΣ ƛǊƻƴ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΣ ƭƻŎƪǎ, stairs, roofs, 
and a door. In 1710 there was a payment for the church organ and in 1719 money was set 
aside for the roof, steeple and bells under the direction of architect Issac Wills (RCB, 15). The 
records also list a receipt for flagstones for the floor in 1721, which were bought from a 
ǉǳŀǊǊȅƳŀƴ ƛƴ 5ƻƭǇƛƴΩǎ .ŀǊƴ. The church was painted externally and internally in July 1723 
(Ibid).  

2.4.1 Completion of the church in 1729 

The church was finally completed in 1729 (see description below) and the new church was 
very ornate, with many of the most prominent citizens of Dubin now worshipping there, 
including occasionally the Lord Lieutenant όǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ, as St 
WerbuǊƎƘΩǎ sometimes functioned as a chapel royal for Dublin castle. The church was a solid 
limestone building with a ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŦǊƻƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ΨŦǊŜŜǎǘƻƴŜΩ όǎŀƴŘǎǘƻƴŜύ and a square tower 
with Cornithian columns at the western with a cupola on top designed by Sir Thomas Burgh 
and built between 1716 and 1719 (Fig. 18). This is depicted on Brookings map in 1728 and  
measured almost 49m in height, topped with a golden ball and vane (Gilbert I, 36). In 1729 
the cupola was removed and replaced with a new tower with Cornithian pillars, supervised 
by James Nelson and desgined by Willima Borradale. A spire or steeple was added between 
in 1767 and 8, which was 160 ft high with a gilted ball and vane (Casey 2005, 142, 343: 
Pearson 2000, 129). This was illustrated  1780 (Hughs 1889, 27-28: Casey 2005, 343) (Fig. 
19).  

The tower and spire were very elegant and a major landmark in this corner of the city. 
However, the removal of the spire was proposed (and advised by seven architects) and it 
was finally removed, under the supervision of Edward Robbins, architect in 1810 after the 
Robert Emmet rising, as it was structurally unsound and was considered a threat (as a 
vantage point) to Dublin castle (Hughes 1889, 3). This was followed by the removal of the 
tower in 1836 and the pediment second story between 1835 and 6. Money was 
subsequently granted to the church to restore the tower and for general repairs of the 
building (Casey 1005, 142). 

While the exterior (apart from the western frontage) was plain, composed of small calp 
rubble walls, the interior was lavishly decorated and included  finely-carved timber galleries, 
the carved wooden pulpit (from Dublin castle), and the magnificant carved organ at the 
western end (Pearson 2000, 130). The church interior is also decorded with gold painted 
notices of benefactors in painted frames, dating back from 1646 onwards (Ibid). 

2.4.2 A fire in 1754 

The new church was unfortunately badly damaged during a fire in 1754, which destroyed 
much of the building including, according to Gilbert, the ceiling, the galleries, organ, the 
seating and windows, along with some of the ecclesiastical registers including the burial 
registers (Gilbert I, 34). Only the stonework and bells survived. The RCB accounts record the 
aftermath of the fire, which was devastating for the parish and the accounts for that year 
record the puchase of the Dublin Journal, which reported the destruction of the church on 
the 9th of November 1754.  

As a result of the fire, the entire interior had to be replaced and the church was partly rebuilt 
under the overseer named as Joseph Farratt  who was also responsible for the design of the 
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ceiling and the interior (Casey 1005, 142). Under him the plasterwork in the chancel was 
repaired along with the  galleries, pews, and fixtures and fittings, designed by John Smith, 
the architect. A year later, in 1755, the accounts record money for maintaining the church 
roof and work on the steeple. Works also began on the galleries, the organ case and the 
tower, and a spire measuring 160 ft in height were added the following year, as previousy 
mentioned (Casey 2005, 343). A new addition was the installation of two fire-engines which 
appear in the accounts and these still survive and are on display in the West Porch (but boxd 
out to prevent any damage). The fire-engines belonged to and were funded by the parish 
but they ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƛǊŜǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ YŜƴƴŀƴΩǎ ǿƻǊƪƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
Fishamble Street Theatre. Other works included the addition of the upper gallery for 
children (and orphans) and a steeple at the western end with a new new organ installed in 
1767 (Casey 2005, 343).  

 

2.5 The school-houses 

From 1750 the church records lists monies and grants for various charity schools attached to 
the parish, as was common for most parishes. These included the Ψ/ƘǳǊŎƘǿŀǊŘŜƴǎΩ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ, 
recorded in 1763 and the Charity School in 1784, both of which were attached to the church. 
One of these may originally have been housed in the ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
18th ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ wƻŎǉǳŜΩǎ ƳŀǇΣ Řŀǘed 1756 (see below Fig. 30). The Parish 
School is also referred to in 1822 although the location of this school is not specified. The 
cartographic sources also record the schools in the general environs. The present Deanery, 
on the southern side of the church, was originally a parish school, as was a second building 
attached to the eastern end, now demolished but caputured on the Ordnance Survey of 
1911 (see Fig. 30). A third school was located outside the gaveyard on the southern side, on 
the eastern side ƻŦ IƻŜȅΩǎ /ƻǳǊǘ. The documentary sources related to the church (and held 
in the RCB Library) lists the various parish costs including shoes for the boys, money for 
orphans of the parish, monies for the school along with graves for the poor of the parish.  

2.5.1 New railings  

In 1887 the church was repewed under Willima John Wellard and new gates and railings 
were added William Kaye-Parry in 1889 (Hughes 1889, 42-3).  

 

2.6 The present church 

2.6.1 The early 18th -century church is rectangular in shape, five bays long, with a gallery around 
three sides and a short rectangular chancel at the eastern end (Figs 20-21). The main body of 
is composed of limestone calp but the western frontage is very elaborate and is of distinctive 
sandstone, in the new Roman style, comprising three-bays with engaged Ionic pilasters 
flanking the central door-case with a segmental pediment. This frontage of sandstone was 
not damaged in the fire. The centrally-placed main door is railed in with sandstone entrance 
steps up leading to the entrance. Inside there are three vestibules, two containing staircases 
on either side, added after the fire in 1754. The two antiquarian fire engines are on display 
in the porch area, as mentioned previously.  

 2.6.2  The roof, ceiling, plasterworks, galleries, windows and most of the joinery also date to after 
the fire and relate to the repair period between 1756 and 1759 (Figs 22- 25). There are also a 
large number of wall monuments, some of which come from other churches including the 
church of St John of Bothe Street (demolished). !ǎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘΣ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ 
church has 27 vaults beneath, which are accessed by steps through south wall, with an iron 
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gate at the base leading into the entrance passageway, orientated north-south. The vaults 
are composed of rubble limestone block extending beneath the nave and chancel but not 
under the West Porch (Fig. 21). Internally, within the vaults, there are two main corridors 
running east-west linked by a central north-south passageway with small arched crypts open 
off both main corridors, which have beaten earth floor. There are also stacked box crypts, 
with iron doors directly under the chancel, at the eastern end of the vaults.   

The crypts contain a significant number of scattered human remains, along with lead coffins 
and other fragments of burial caskets. As mentioned previously, the vaults include that of 
Lord Edward Fitzgerald, the aristocratic nationalist and leader of the United Irishman who 
was killed in 1797 and interred in the crypt having brought from the goal of Newgate to a 
prestigious vault directly under the vault chancel where it still is today (Gilbert I, 34) (see Fig. 
130 below).   

The burial vaults currently house a unique collection of medieval cut stone retrieved from 
Christchurch cathedral, an extensive array of architectural styles from the medieval period 
onwards. These are stored on long timber racks that run along the corridors. This is a 
collection of international importance, removed from the crypts of the cathedral during the 
renoǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ ǘƛƳōŜǊ ǊŀŎƪǎ (Moss 2002). 

2.6.3 There is also a medieval double effigy tomb in the porch, called the Purcell tomb (1500-
1520) and this was reputedly originally in the church of St Mary del Dam (to the north-east 
ƻŦ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƴŜŀǊ /ƛǘȅ Iŀƭƭύ and then moved to St. Werburgh's in the late 
16th/early 17th century. The male is shown in full plate armour of late Gothic type while the 
female is dressed in a pleated gown, girdled at the waist by a belt decorated with rosettes 
(Hunt 1974, 142 and 4).  

2.6.4 There was some remodelling of the interior in 1877 under the supervision of William 
Welland Architect and this included changes to the timberwork and seating. The floor is 
composed of limestone flags, diagonally laid, which area are original (Pearson 2000, 130).  

 

2.7 {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ: history 

2.7.1 ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ, as 
previously mentioned, and this is roughly trapezodial in shape, with a small dog-leg on the 
south-west corner (see description below) (Figs 26-27). The medieval sources do record the 
presence of a graveyard/churchyard where burial occurred and this is most likely to be the 
present graveyard. However, the size of the graveyard may have changed over time, as 
there are references to it being expanded in the late medeival and Early Modern period. 
Thus, the present graveyard wall may represent a contraction of the graveyard, as happened 
at St Michael of the Hill in Auniger Street and at St Michael le Pole in Golden Lane. This may 
be supported by the fact the documentary sources record vacant places, gardens and 
orchards within in medieval city and especially ŎƭǳǎǘŜǊŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ, the result of 
a general decline in the English colony in Dublin. As mentioned above there was a second 
church, Sǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜǿƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ 
graveyard up until the 14th century. Thus, the sources may suggest that there were two 
separate graveyards in this small space.  

 

2.7.2 The historical references  

Both the Ancient Deeds and the Proctor Acccounts record a route along the southern side of 
the church, presumably along the present southern passageway, which led to the churchyard 
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(Clarke 2002, 18). A second route led from Castle Street down to the church. In 1259 a grant 
ƻŦ ŀ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƛƴ {ŀŘŘƭŜǊ {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƳŀƛƴ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊchȅŀǊŘΩ 
(Refaussé 2001 505, 131) while a later reference in 1335 refers to a plot of ground in Castle 
Street where William Foyle and Elena, his wife, are recorded as having granted to John Mercer, 
chaplain, Ψŀ messuage (property plot) in Castle Street, parish of St WerburghΩǎ, situated 
between the holding of Elyas de Asseburne (Knight) on the east and that of John Grauntsete 
on the west, and extending from the street on the north [Castle Street] to the churchyard of 
{ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ όRefaussé 2001 596, 149). This was held by William Foyl and may 
have been converted into an orchard later ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ CƻȅƭŜΩǎ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘ όǎŜŜ ōŜƭƻǿύΦ  

Foyle was evidently gathering property in this area north of the graveyard, as in 1338, he was 
granted the adjoining their messuage on the east in Castle Street from Elias De Ashburn 
ΨŜȄǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎhway (Castle Street) ǘƻ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘΩΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ 
bordered the graveyard on the north (Refaussé 2001 611, 151). By 1454 the property on Castle 
Street granted by John Foyll was leased out and now contained an orchard but also as an 
industrial area, ŀǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ΨŦǳǊƴŀƴŎŜΩ ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ му ǎǘƻƴŜǎ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ 
ŀǎ Ψ{ǘ ²ŀǊōǳǊƎhǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΩ ōǳǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŎƘŀǊŘ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 
ΨƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΩ, perhaps suggesting it extended southwards on the eastern 
side (Ibid., 957, 199).   

The churchyard appears as a landmark in an important grant dated to between 1406 and 1410,  
to Nicholas Ardoun (heir of Alice Sutton) of two messuages, granted by Alice Sutton, which lay 
between the street (Werburgh Street?) and John FoyleΩs orchard on the east, and between a 
ǘŜƴŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ wƻōŜǊǘ {ǳǘǘƻƴ ό/ŀƴƻƴ ƻŦ {ǘ tŀǘǊƛŎƪΩǎύ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎΩ Ǉƭƻǘ ƻƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΦ Lƴ мпмм bƛŎƘƻƭŀǎ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ CŀƴȅƴŀƎ ŀ ǾŀŎŀƴǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ 
ΨŀōǳǘǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ƛƴ мпмп ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜŘ Ψōȅ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘΩ ό.ŜǊǊȅ 1915, 34). 

2.7.3 A later reference, dated to 1478, is very puzzling as it suggests the orchard extended south 
past the church as a messuage with a cellar in Werburgh Street, granted by William Sutton to 
¢ƘƻƳŀǎ [ŀǳƴŘŜȅ όŎƘŀǇƭŀƛƴύΣ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ 
on the north, a tenement of the church inhabited by John Duff, Sergeant at Mace of the city, 
on the south, High Street (Werburgh Street?), on the front and east, and the garden of Thomas 
Foyle on the west. The latter boundaries appear reversed as the garden of Thomas Foyle is 
formerly described as being to the east. A similar plot is referred to in 1485 with the 
boundaries reversed. This was granted by the Priory of the Holy Trinity to Patrick Burnell and 
ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŀǎ Ψŀ ƳŜǎǎǳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ƻŦ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΣ ŀ ƳŜǎǎǳŀƎŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘΣ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎΩǎ 
way, on the west and the land lately belonging to Sir William Foyle on the east (Refaussé 2001 
1056, 214-5).    

There are occassional references to the churchyard in the late medeival and Early Modern 
period. In 1547 there is a reference to a door while a stone wall (boundary?) is mentioned in 
1576 (Berry 1915 293, 308). The churchyard is referenced again in an account dated to 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мслт ŀƴŘ уΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ψǘǿƻ ŀŘƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƘƻǳǎŜǎ (possibly the Sutton holding, see 
above) with a cellar ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƻƴŜΣ ōƻǘƘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
the said street on the west, the ƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ on the east and south, St 
²ŜǊōǳƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘȅŀǊŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘΩ (Refaussé 2001, 1460, 298). The fact there is a difference 
in the land of the churchyard and the churchyard may suggest that the graveryard contracted 
in size with part of the churchyard no longer the churchyard at that date. Oher records refer 
to stone houses, open spaces and orchards in and around the graveyard, revealing its general 
setting in the 13th  14 th and 15th century medieval period.  
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2.7.4 The graveyard monuments 

Over 200 funerary monuments survive within the graveyard and these include headstones, 
ledgers, railed tombs and table tombs set out in the graveyard and stacked up against the 
ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ǿŀƭƭ όǇƻǎǎƛōƭȅ ǎƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ǘ .ǊƛŘŜΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘύΣ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŘŜŜǇ ƛƴ 
some place. The area in the middle, towards the northern end, has been cleared of 
monuments and is set in grass (Figs 26-27). A recent survey of the graveyard by John Tierney 
(for Dublin City Council, 2023) has identified the original layout in the existing funerary 
monuments, laid out in rows, the alignment surviving in both the north-east corner and the 
south-east corner and along the northern boundary wall (Fig. 27.1). The headstone of the man 
(Major Sirr) who wounded (and ultimately killed) Sir Edward Fitzgerald, the aristocratic 
nationalist killed in 1798 still survives in the north-east corner, the position suggesting it is in 
the original graveyard alignment. He is buried in the southern vault, directly under the 
chancel.   

 

2.8  Representations of the church 

2.8.1 {ǇŜŜŘΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ 5ǳōƭƛƴ     

{ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ƻƴ {ǇŜŜŘΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ 5ǳōƭƛƴΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ мсмлΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘŜǇƛcts 
an aislelss nave with a tower at the western end in a typical standardized fashion, which 
might not be accurare (although Speed does attempt actual representation in other 
eccesiasticals properies) (Fig. 28).  

2.8.2 RoŎǉǳŜΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ 5ǳōƭƛƴΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ мтрс 

JƻƘƴ wƻŎǉǳŜΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ 5ǳōƭƛƴΣ мтрсΣ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻǘǇǊƛƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǎŜǘ ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ 
the street although the projecting chancel is not represented at the eastern end (Figs 29 -
30). This may suggest that there were already additions in the the north-west and south-east 
angles. Alternatively, the map may also be slightly inaccurate in this location. Rocque also 
depicts a large building at the north-eastern end, abutting the chancel and this is likely to be 
ǘƘŜ  {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜōǳƛƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ǝround level up in the Victorian period. The 
investigations in the basement revealed an earlier floor level confirming this structure is 
probably 18th cenury in date, also suggested by the type of wall construction (Test-pit 11). 
The graveyard to the east is also captured in detail with the headstones represented and the 
general shape of the gaveyard survies intact in the modern landscape: the high wall along 
the southern boundary is probably the wall represented on the Rocque map. This footprint 
is replicated by the map by Bernard Scale, dated 1773 (Fig. 31).  

2.8.3 Ordnance Survey, 1847 

The next detailed map is the 1st Edition Ordnance Suvey and by this date there are several 
small out-buildings attached onto the eastern end of the chancel (Figs 32-34.1). The Vestry 
(1815), in the south-east corner, is in position, with an entrance on the north into a small 
building, projecting eastwards, which is now gone. The northern wall of this structure was 
located in Test-pit 5 on the northern side of the toilets. The {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ Ŏŀƴ also be 
identified but there is an additional building, in the north-east angle of the nave and chancel, 
which is now gone. This building occupies what is now the North Yard accessed via a door on 
the southern side, leading into the church. The northern wall is set at an angle and this was 
probably the wall located in Test-pit 8 (North Yard).   
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3. THE SITE WORKS  

3.1 The proposed works are centred on restoration and conservation works to the main church, 
the conversion of the Vestry into a Green Room and the construction of a single-story 
lightweight glass link building, that connects the Green Room with the {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ to the 
east. A new access route was originally proposed to run along the northern boundary of the 
graveyard from no. 12 to the church to provide universal access to the new building. 
However, this was considered to be too impactful and this part of the scheme was dropped, 
replaced by a new scheme to provide access through a new building at the rear (south) end 
of no. 10 Castle Street. The site works under discussion involved the excavation of a number 
of engineering test-pits, carried out in tandem with general opening up works within the 
church ŀƴŘ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ !ǎ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ serious structural 
cracks, especially at the eastern end of the nave and in the chancel, the latter cited as 
ΨǳƴǎǘŀōƭŜΩ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ мтмр ŀƴŘ мтмф όŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŀƭ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ мтрф-64). 
This likely to be because the walls were not formed on bearing ground but rather the deep 
organic deposits as found during the testing.  

3.2  Test-pits were excavated along the northern boundary of the graveyard (Area 1) to establish 
if features survived in the upper 0.60m including intact skeletons and this was to address the 
first phase of proposed works where access was to be via no. 12 Castle Street (now via no. 
10).  

3.3 Test-pits were excavated in the North Yard (Area 2) to establish the location of the main 
services and also to assess the upper 0.60m of deposits, the estimated depth of the 
proposed raft foundations. 

3.4 Test-pits were ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ 
kitchen required to establish the structural stability of the walls and also the depth of the 
chancel foundation. The latter information was critical to inform the engineering team who 
were working on a scheme to use micro-piling to support the walls.  

3.5 Within the main body of the church (Area 4), several test-pits were required to try and 
establish the route of the original heating system which ran under the floor throughout the 
nave. The hope is that these service route can be re-used in the refurbishment programme.  

3.6 A single test-pit was excavated in the West Porch (Area 5) to try and establish why the 
stone-flags were lifting in this location. There are no works proposed in this area 

3.7 A single test-pit was also excavated in the crypt, against the south wall, and the aim was to 
try and establish the depth of the south wall of the church. This information was urgently 
required for the engineering team, to aid in designing a support system.  

 

4. THE TESTING PROGRAMME 

4.1 The graveyard (AREA 1) 

 A total of five test-pits were excavated within the graveyard along the northern side, at the 
base of the northern boundary. Three were (1, 2, and 3 nos: Figs 35-37) were concentrated 
along the northern boundary wall, along what was originally the route of a wheel-chair 
accessibility ramp leading from no. 12 Castle Street (now obsolete). The fourth pit (4. no.) 
was within the green space of the cemetery where the headstones have been removed, and 
to the toilet block (at the southern end of the chancel) with the fifth (5. no.) located 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ōƭƻŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ kitchen on the north.  
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4.2 Test-pit 1  

Test-pit 1 was located in the north-east corner of the graveyard, up against the northern 
wall, positioned 3.50m west of the eastern boundary wall (Figs 35, 38-42). This corner of the 
graveyard was used in the recent past as a dumping ground for soil and when this was 
removed in advance of the works, a layer of stone headstones and slabs were revealed, laid 
flat as elsewhere in the graveyard (Fig. 39). These were covered by a thin screed of concrete. 
The area selected for the test-pit contained no headstones. The test-pit measured 1.5m 
square by 1.40m in depth.  

4.2.1 Stratigraphy   

0.00m - 0.08m:  Concrete screed. 

0.08m - 0.18m: Brick build composed of large redbrick, mostly with red fabric and 
handmade, set into a brown organic fill, with slate and mortar 
fragments. The bricks are orientated east-west and are composed of 
early handmade 18th century brick but interspersed with modern 
yellow brick, laid loosely. The build also included small fragments of 
limestone. 

0.18m - 0.27m: Dark brown organic fill, on a thin lens of white mortar, containing 
human bone.       

0.27m - 0.60m: Dark brown organic fill, producing 18th century pottery, with the 
occasional fragment of Tin-glazed earthenware with a blue pattern, 
and fragments of glass and clay pipe stem, dated to the 18th century.  
This contained animal bone and flecks of mortar along with brick. 

0.60m - 0.70m: Dark brown fill, similar to the above but with clay deposits at the 
base which contained a significant amount of brick rubble and 
mortar. 

0.70m - 1.40m: Dark brown fill with human bone, a graveyard soil. 

 

4.2.2 The brick floor (Fig. 40) 

The brick floor was located directly beneath the screed and it was neatly laid in a single 
course, which included handmade 18th -century brick but also modern yellow 5ƻƭǇƘƛƴΩǎ .ŀǊƴ 
brick. The bricks were laid flat and were mortared with a lime hard white mortar. This 
features appears to be a surface or possibly a foundation, perhaps for a funerary monument 
that was originally laid flat. It may be more modern in date serving as a base for the concrete 
screed.  

4.2.3 The brick boundary wall 

The northern boundary wall of the graveyard was originally the southern garden boundary 
wall of the houses fronting onto the southern side of Castle Street (Figs 41-2). In the north-
east corner of the graveyard, at the rear of no. 12 Castle Street, the upper level of the 
boundary wall was rebuilt in concrete but with some of the original brick wall still in place, 
between 3 courses in height at the eastern side and 13 courses in height on the western. 
This brick is a handmade brick with an orange and red brick with no inclusions, 18th century 
in date. 
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This corner was used as a dumping area for soil and garden waste, which was removed 
before the investigations and a layer of headstones laid flat, was exposed, sealed by a thin 
screed of concrete. This was set on a brick surface, described above, possibly a re-use of the 
demolished brick from the garden wall. The trench exposed the base of the boundary wall to 
a depth of 1.40m, composed of hand-made orange and red brick, mortared with a crumbly 
white mortar. The wall extended deeper than the test-pit. 

4.2.4 Conclusion of Test-pit 1  

The test-pit revealed significant details about this corner of the graveyard. The base of the 
original boundary wall of 18th -century brick is intact and extends to at least 1.40m in depth. 
The upper levels were then rebuilt in concrete. The brick surface beneath the headstones 
was probably laid to create a level surface for the headstones that were laid flat on the 
ground and some of the brick was probably sourced from the demolished boundary wall. 
The upper levels of the organic soil are likely to be an introduced cultivation soil, sealing the 
graveyard soils beneath, the top of which lies 0.70m below present ground level (PGL is at 
14.50m O.D.). No articulated skeletons were exposed and the graveyard soils extended to at 
least 1.40m in depth.   

 

4.3 Test-pit 2 

Test-pit 2 was located 5.90m to the west of Test-pit 1 and was set in and among the existing 
grave-stones (ƘŜŀŘǎǘƻƴŜ ƛƴǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ΨJohn LeeΩ ŀƴŘ dated 1827) (Figs 43-45). This measured 
1.60m east-west by 0.70m in width by 0.72m in depth, positioned tight against the northern 
boundary wall. A total of 7 rectangular limestone blocks were located on top of the grave 
and these are likely to have been the legs of a table tomb monument, as found elsewhere in 
the graveyard. Directly beneath the sod fragments of limestone (not cut) were found and 
moved as part of the works (Fig. 43). They were angular the largest measuring 0.30m by 
0.20m by 0.10m and may have been part of a funerary monument originally. They were set 
in a yellow coarse mortar.   

 

4.3.1 0.00m - 0.10m:  Sod and fragments of broken limestone set in yellow mortar.  

0.10m - 0.25m: A brown organic fill layers, similar to the above, but these deposits 
included part of a crania, a fragment of a long leg bone and smaller 
fragments, along with fragments of brick. 

0.25m -  0.70m: Similar brown organic clay with fragments of human bone but also 
with mortar fleck. The human bone fragments were much smaller in 
size.     

0.70m+ A much darker dark black gritty deposit was exposed and this was 
loose and very fine, differing from the brown clay above. This also 
contained fragments of human bone (vertebrae, arm and leg) but 
also animal bone and mortar and fragments of red earthenware. 
This appeared to be a graveyard soil, disturbed at the upper level.  

 

4.3.2 The northern wall 

The standing northern boundary wall in this location has a concrete facing and forms the 
south wall of the adjoining building on the north but it is not clear if the original boundary is 
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incorporated in this building (Fig. 45). The wall has a small offset at the base, 70mm in width, 
which was exposed to 0.70m in depth, from present ground level at 12.48m O.D. The 
foundation was found to be composed of limestone (calp) block, differing from the brick wall 
in Test-pit 1. The limestone wall, at foundation level, was well-coursed and faced, composed 
of regular blocks, which varied in size from 0.35m in length by 0.15m in height to 0.48m in 
length by 0.23m in height. The wall was heavily mortared with beige/off-white hard lime 
mortar. An iron bar driven into the ground may suggest the wall extended a further 0.70m in 
depth, with a total depth potentially for 1.40m in depth, below present ground level 
(12,42m O.D).   

4.3.3 Conclusion of Test-pit 2 

This test-pit identified the remains of stone table tombs in the form of the stone legs, stored 
on the grave along with a possible rotted out grave-slab. The graveyard soils were identified, 
as expected but no articulated skeletons were found in the 0.70m of soils that were 
excavated. The testing also established the northern boundary wall is not of brick but rather 
of limestone, unlike in Test-pit 1. The graveyard soils were much darker in colour than those 
found in Test-pit 1 and the number of smaller fragments of human bone in the organic soils 
0.70m below the present ground level suggests these represented grave-yard soils.  

 

4.4 Test-pit 3 (100-39) 

Test-pit 3 was positioned 5.10m to the west of Test-pit 2, on the corner of the northern 
boundary wall and the steps down to the basement of the {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ Iƻǳǎe (Figs 46-52). This 
trench measured 1.20m square and extended to 0.70m in depth, locating the remains of a 
small rounded brick drain or culvert, orientated east-west, running along the northern 
boundary wall. This area was covered in concrete.   

4.4.1 0.00m - 0.10m:   Concrete surface.   

 0.10m - 0.25m:  Layer of fine off-white grey mortar on the eastern side only.  

0.10m - 0.70m: Dark brown organic clay, as elsewhere, containing brick, purple 
slate, mortar, shells and 18th and 19th -century pottery fragments. 
This was a graveyard soil, which contained small fragment of human 
bone. However, no articulated remains were found in situ.   

4.4.2 The culvert 

A small brick arched culvert, orientated east-west, was located running along the base of the 
northern boundary wall (Figs 47-49). This was positioned between 0.55m and 0.60m below 
present ground level (14.16m O.D.), 70mm from the northern boundary wall. The culvert is 
fully arched and measured 0.51m in width externally by an estimated 0.30m in height with a 
fall visible from east to west. It is composed of handmade 18th -century redbrick with an 
evenly fired orange fabric, with no inclusions and some of the brick was fired a reddish 
colour. The culvert was exposed for 1.20m in length, orientated east-west, and extended 
into the baulk at either end of the trench. The culvert was set in a deposit of off-white grey 
mortar with charcoal and lime-fleck, the base at a level of 11.70m O.D. A small hole was 
later inserted into the culvert to allow for the insertion of a camera and this revealed the 
culvert was blocked on the eastern and western end.  

On the eastern side the culvert was cut into the main graveyard deposit and was sealed by 
two distinct post-medieval deposits, light grey clay and mortar with half brick redbrick 
fragments and mortar, sealed by a similar deposit but with less brick.  
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 The cut for the culvert was also visible on the western side of the test-pit where there was a 
collapse creating a void over the culvert. This contained a number of human bone including 
long bones and a skull, the latter located at 0.55m below present ground level. A total of 15 
bones were visible, including vertebrae and part of pelvis. The bones appeared to have been 
gathered up and placed in the void over the culvert. It is possibly burials were disturbed 
during its construction and the bones were placed back neatly in the construction cut. A 
human femur with the head was found in the south-east corner, also loosely in the organic 
clay.  

4.4.3  Iron feature 

A long rectangular iron feature was located to the west of the test-pit, running north-south, 
the eastern face exposed in the upper levels, just beneath the existing ground level. This 
extended for at least 1.10m in length, north-south and was 0.21m in depth with three iron 
rivets spread along the western face (Fig. 50).     

4.4.4 The northern boundary wall 

The main northern boundary wall is composed of three features or walls. Wall 3 is the main 
wall on the eastern side and this is composed of limestone rather than brick (unlike Test-pit 
1). A second wall (Wall 1) was identified at the western end with an infill of brick (Wall 2) in 
between. Wall 3, orientated east-west, is composed of regular limestone blocks, measuring, 
on average, 0.25m by 80mm and mortared with a crumbly yellow lime mortar (Figs 51-52). 
Wall 1 on the west, on the other hand, is the southern terminus of a high north-south wall 
(Wall 1), which includes granite blocks in the upper levels and forms the boundary on this 
side. The southern end of this wall is clad in modern machine-cut purple and yellow brick but 
just to existing ground level, as the below-ground foundation of wall was of limestone and 
had a white plaster finished. There is a small infill course of brick (Wall 2) between the two 
walls and this is a single brick in width, orientated east-west, and seven courses in depth. 
These brick were handmade orange brick, measuring 0.20m in length by 70mm in height, 
mortared with a soft white to pinkish mortar with yellow patches also.  

 

4.4.5 Conclusion of Test-pit 3  

This test-pit revealed the graveyard soils is mixed at the upper level and contains fragments 
of human bone, as elsewhere. There was a small culvert or drain, running along the northern 
boundary, falling from east to west and evidently part of a drainage system now defunct. 
The full extent of this is not known but it was not located to the east, in Test-pit 2 or to the 
west where it presumably skirted around the church. The northern boundary wall was 
exposed and this was found to be of limestone rather than brick as further east in Test-pit 1. 
The north-south boundary wall was also of limestone but the terminus was clad in brick, 
presumably to tidy up the joint. The gap between both walls was infilled in brick. RocqueΩǎ 
map, dated 1756 suggests Wall 1 continued slightly further west originally.  

 

4.5 Test-pit 4 (100-37) 

4.5.1 Test-pit 4 was located 5.10m to the east of Test-pit 4, positioned 2.5m from ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ 
house on the north and 1.80m from the east church wall (Figs 53-55). It measured 1m 
square by 0.62m in depth. The test-pit was positioned directly south of a large headstone 
laid flat between the toilet block on the south ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΦ   
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0.00m - 0.05m:   Concrete surface. 

0.05m - 0.10m:  Mixed brick rubble and stone deposit.     

0.10m - 0.22m: Dark black gritty disturbed graveyard deposit with mortar flecks, as 
above with brick, shell, mortar and occasional human bone. 

0.22m - 0.35m: Two large oval-shaped limestone (blackstones), which measured 
0.15m and 0.22m in diameter respectively.  

0.35m - 0.62m: Dark black gritty disturbed graveyard deposit with mortar fleck and 
fragments of human bone. 

 Two wall foundations were found, as below. 

4.5.2 Wall foundation 1  

The foundation of a wall was partially exposed in Trench 4 and this was orientated slightly 
north-west by south-west (Figs 56-58). It was exposed for 0.50m in length but extended 
beyond the trench at either end, projecting out from the base of the north wall of the 
toilets. Thus, the exposed width measured 0.35m in width at the western end to 0.25m in 
width, the wall partially forming a foundation for the north wall of the toilet. The wall 
extended to at least 0.22m in depth, the top lying between 0.30m (west end) and 0.55m 
(east end) below present ground level (14.38m O.D.). It was composed of limestone and 
brick, measuring, on average, 0.30m by 0.20m. The brick has an orange fabric with no 
inclusions, and is late 18th/19th century in date.  

 

4.5.3 Wall foundation 2 

A second much smaller wall foundation was exposed lying 0.54m to the north, in the north-
west corner of the trench, and this was also orientated east-west but only a small section 
survives, measuring 0.28m in length (Fig. 58). The wall was very narrow and measured 
0.21m in width, with the top of the wall lying approximately 0.30m below present ground 
level. This wall was composed of rectangular cut limestone, measuring 0.10m by 0.15m in 
the upper levels but with 19th/20th century machine-cut brick at the lower level, suggesting a 
modern date. The wall extended westwards beyond the test-pit but was removed in the 
central area.  

 

4.5.4 The conclusion of Test-pit 4 

 Only a small section of the walls was exposed in Test-pit 4 and the main (southern wall) wall 
clearly predated the construction of the toilet block. The Ordnance Survey of 1836-46 
depicts an earlier structure jutting out from the chancel wall, north of the Vestry and it is 
likely the two walls in Test-pit 4 related to this structure although this is not certain. The 
toilet block dates to after 1844 (Fig. 59).  

 

4.6 Test-pit 5 

Test-pit 5 was located in the graveyard to the west of the toilet and this measured 1.20m 
north-south by 1m wide by 0.60m in depth (Figs 60-64). 

0.00m - 0.20m:  Grass/sod of dark brown cultivation soil. 
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0.20m - 0.60m: Dark brown organic mixed clay deposit, which produced two tiny 
sherds of local medieval pottery and brick along with tin-glazed 
earthen ware, shells (cockle and oyster), purple slate and small 
fragments of human bone. This appeared to be an infill deposit 
mixed with graveyard soil.  

4.6.1 Limestone build 

A limestone build (Wall 3) was located on the western side of the test-pit, orientated north-
south, and lying just 0.10m below the sod (Figs 61-64). This extended the full length of the 
trench, over 1m, and had a rough facing on the eastern side. The upper course was 
composed of small angular limestone, measuring between 0.20m by 0.10m and 0.15m by 
0.15m, and it was very tightly mortared, bonded with a white cementatious mortar. The 
eastern side was faced to a depth of 0.10m but below this is what appears to be a jagged 
wall core suggesting it may have originally projected further east, perhaps a step?  The lower 
section appears to be broken through and is composed of limestone fragments but with 
voids in between. There was a small section of red fabric under the base of the structure, on 
the northern side, which was identified as a brick indicating that this build is medieval in 
date. The wall was founded on organic clay fill, which produced two sherds of local medieval 
pottery and brick, along with tin-glazed earthen ware, shells and purple slate. This wall is 
probably dated to the 19th century. A thin layer of mortar sealed the wall, presumably the 
traces of the demolition level. 

 

4.6.2 Conclusion of Test-pit 5 

This test-pit exposed infill graveyard deposits, with human bone, in this area up to 0.60m in 
depth but no articulated skeletons were found, as elsewhere. The major finding was the 
stone foundation or platform was dated to the post-medieval period and may have been 
related to the south wall in Test-pit 4, as both were constructed of limestone and copiously 
mortared with white mortar. This foundation, therefore, may related to the small structures 
depicted on the Ordnance Survey, dated 1847, the remains of a building that predated the 
toilet.   

  

5. NORTH YARD (AREA 2)  

5.1 The North Yard is located outside the Vestry on the north-eastern side of the church, where 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ (Figs 65-66). The rear of the houses fronting 
onto Castle Street opens into this yard but the church ground and rear yards of the houses is 
divided from by a low wall brick wall, orientated east-west, and in position by 1911. The 
northern passageway, along the northern side of the church, is visible from the North Yard 
and, while a route can be seen, at least two brick boundary walls are visible, orientated 
north-south, blocking this route. The North Yard is concreted over and there is a large 
depression in the middle of the yard, as if there was a hollow beneath. On removal of the 
thin concrete screed in the areas of the test-pits, the upper fill was found to be composed of 
loose clay and rubble containing mortar, brick, stone, bone (including a human scapula). The 
brick was a light orange colour.   
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5.2 Test-pit 6 (100-31)  

5.2.1 This test-pit 6 was located in the North Yard in the south-east corner, positioned tight 
against the Vestry wall (Figs 67-69). It measured 1.30m north-south by 1m east-west by 
0.70m in depth.  

 

0.00m - 0.15m:  Concrete and fill.  

0.15m - 0.55m: Rubble, mortar and brown clay, which was generally loose.  

0.55m - 0.70m: Firmer dark brown clay with mortar, brick and fragments of human 
bone. Excavation was halted at this level.  

5.2.2 The heating system  

The excavation of the test-pit exposed the 19th -century heating system and revealed two 
large iron pipes, lying side by side in a chamber, measuring 0.47m in width and exposed for 
1m in length, east-west (Figs 67-68). The pipes extended into the church on the western 
side, via the north door into the church. Both pipes were different sizes, the northern one 
measuring 0.11m in diameter while the southern one measured 0.15m in diameter. The 
pipes were within a brick chamber, the northern wall of which was constructed of 
yellow/orange brick with small lime inclusions. The chamber walls were two courses high, 
the internal chamber measured 0.37m in width by 0.34m in depth. Most of the piles were 
sealed by a concrete slab, 0.15m in depth, which was confined just to the pipe area but at 
the western end it was originally capped with a thin purple slate, which had been partially 
removed. This was reused roof slate, which measured 0.34m long by 0.20m by 3mm in 
thickness.   

5.2.3 Earlier chamber  

The brick chamber was bedded on what is likely to be an earlier build of brick with the 
northern wall sitting on a solid deposit of limestone, brick and slate, which was 0.12m in 
depth (Fig. 69). This deposit sits on what appears to be a concrete/mortar bedding, roughly 
poured which curved up on the northern side. This was evidently an earlier heating system.  

5.2.4 Infill  

The chamber drain was cut into a brick and limestone rubble deposit, the cut clearly visible 
in the western section of the excavation cutting, measuring 0.35m in width at the upper 
levels, narrowing at the base. This foundation cut was filled with dark brick, black humic 
deposit, stone and shell, which appeared to a cellar fill deposit.  

The deposits on the northern side of the test-pit, not disturbed by the heating chamber, 
were found to be composed of brown clays with brick rubble and white mortar but no 
pottery. This loose deposit extended to 0.55m in depth and sat on a firmer, dark brown clay 
with mortar, brick and fragments of human bone at least 0.15m in depth. Excavation was 
halted at this level.  

 

5.2.5 Conclusions of Test-pit 6 

 This test-pit exposed the pipes of the hot-air heating system of the church, with evidence 
that the boiler was in this location, the flue from the fumes exiting up a chimney inserted 
into the east chancel wall and the hot air entering through a vent at the base. The pipes 
were generally intact but there was evidence of an earlier heating chamber system in the 
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form of the previous floor level, which appeared to be made of mortar. The construction of 
the heating system evidently disturbed human remains, which were carefully replaced in the 
trench. This may suggest there are additional loose human bone in this area. The internal 
heating system within the church also exposed, displayed evidence of two distinct phases in 
the pipe chamber but with three phases evident in the east wall of the chancel (see below).  

 

5.3 Test-pit 7 (100-30) 

This trench was located in the south-west corner of the North Yard, just outside the church 
door and up against the remains of the hot air boiler system set into the east wall of the 
chancel, which marks this area as the location of the original boiler (Figs 70-73). This test-pit 
measured 1m square by 0.60m in depth.  

   

0.00m - 0.09m: Concrete screed. 

0.09m - 0.60m:  Brown clay infill and rubble (not as much rubble as Test-pit 8). The 
brick included whole brick, as well as half brick, and these were 
made of a heavy orange clay with no inclusions. The clay was mixed 
and contained mortar, brick and fragments of purple slate. 

5.3.1 The boiler system    

The heating was provided by a hot air and boiler system and the remains of the hot-air vent 
that carried the pipes into the church and the chimney flue for the fumes from the boiler 
survives in brick set into the east wall of the chancel at the northern end (Figs 70-71). This 
marks the location of the boiler outside the northern kitchen in the North Yard, confirmed 
by the brick chimney coming from the flue high on the roof. The brick inserts suggest that 
there were three phases of building in brick. Phase I (purple) is represented by the remains 
of a segmented arch, located on the northern side, which was composed of a handmade 
heavy orange brick, mostly obscured by a thick layer of plaster. This was replaced by a 
second segmental brick arch (Phase II), also composed of handmade brick, measuring 0.21m 
by 60mm in width, widely pointed and bedded in a light grey mortar. The final phase (III) was 
composed of a more modern machine brick and the chimney flue (with an iron door) which 
is likely to be 19th century in date. The hot air vent, which pumped into the pipes extending 
into the church, is a rectangular opening at the base of the wall and this appears to have 
been relined in the Phase III period. Test-pit 6 to the south exposed the pipes that connected 
ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻƛƭŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜǎǳƳŀōƭȅ ƘŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘŜǎǘ-pits 
in the church also located the heating ducts and pipes and at least two phases could be 
identified within the building.   

Additional excavation at the base of the brick heating system, to a depth of 0.50m and this 
just consisted of the clay infill deposit (Figs 72-3). There was no indication of any platform or 
base for the boiler. It is likely the boiler was within a building, perhaps the building depicted 
on the Ordnance Survey of 1847.    

 

5.4 Test-pit 8 (100-32) 

This test-pit was located in the North Yard on the northern side, tight to the low east-west 
boundary wall to the rear of the houses fronting onto Castle Street. This pit measured 1m 
square by 0.85m in depth (Figs 74-80). 
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0.00m - 0.05m:  Concrete screed. 

0.05m - 0.10m:  Black gritty infill deposit of mortar and cinders.  

0.10m - 0.20m: Rubble composed of handmade orange brick with no inclusions 
which were very heavy. These measured 0.23m long by 0.12m by 
60mm. Some of the brick were scorched. The bricks were mostly 
whole and were salvaged for possible later reuse.   

0.20m - 0.85m. Dark brown infill deposit, as elsewhere, which was loose and friable 
and contains large lumps of mortar.     

5.4.1 The footing 

The trench was positioned up against the base of the east-west boundary wall (in position by 
1911), which divides the North Yard from the yards to the rear of the Castle Street houses 
(Fig. 76). This excavation revealed a footing on the southern side of this wall, which 
projected out for 0.27m in width and was 0.12m in depth, the top lying 40mm below present 
ground level (P.G.L. at 14.60m O.D.) It appeared to be composed of a concrete/mortar type 
screed with stones, cinders, mortar and brick mixed through as aggregates. This foundation 
sat directly on a loose rubble deposit, composed of brick, 18th -century in date, with lenses 
of dark grey clay with mortar.    

5.4.2 Wall  

A brick wall was located along the southern side of the trench, positioned 0.10m in depth 
below the present ground level (14.60m O.D.) (Figs 77-79). It was orientated northeast by 
southwest and was thus set at a slightly different angle to the modern boundary wall 
running east-west across the yard. The wall orientation matches the northern wall of a 
building which is shown on the 1847 Ordnance Survey map and it is likely to represent this 
building constructed sometime after Rocque, dated 1756.  The brick wall was exposed for 
1.05m in length, extending beyond either end of the test-pit and was at least 0.30m in width 
(full width not established) by at least 0.60m in depth, as the base was not reached. The wall 
was generally well-built and was composed of 18th/19th -century handmade brick that was so 
heavily lime-washed that it obscured the bonding pattern. The mortar was a hard 
cementatious white mortar, which was widely pointed.  

 

5.4.3 Conclusion of Test-pit 8 

This test-pit exposed a relatively modern footing projecting out from the boundary wall that 
was constructed between 1847 and 1911. This was probably inserted after the North Yard 
was created. The 18th /19th -century wall, with the slightly different orientation, can be 
related to a building depicted on the Ordnance Survey of 1847, constructed in the north-east 
angle of the chancel and the nave and this is likely to have contained the boiler and boiler 
system. The full footprint of this building is likely to survive on site as it appears to have a 
basement filled with the demolition material from the building.  

 

6. {9·¢hbΩ{ Ih¦{9 BASEMENT (AREA 3) 

6.1 The SextƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ in the North Yard, at the north-east corner of the church 
accessed via the north door in the kitchen (Figs 81-88). As discussed previously, the above-
ground element of the house is constructed of bright orange Victorian brick (1886-1888), 
but, very unusually, this incorporated the basement of the 18th -century basement depicted 
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on RocqueΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ 5ǳōƭƛƴΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ мтрсΦ ¢Ƙus, the above-ground section of the 18th -century 
building was demolished to ground floor level and a ring-beam of concrete was constructed 
on the existing basement walls, an early use of concrete for this purpose. This original 
basement, which is accessed externally on the southern side via steps in a sunken 
passageway, consists of a main room (Room 1) with a smaller dog-leg room (Room 2) 
ōŜƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ abuts the east chancel wall. Room 1 is the main room 
and this has a central doorway in the south wall, flanked by a window on either side, 
opening into the external entrance passageway on the southern side, which also functions as 
a light-well for the basement level.  Both windows are now blocked. This room, which 
originally had a flagged floor, parts of which survives, now contains a boiler inserted into a 
large fireplace and set on concrete. The smaller room (Room 2) is only half the size and this 
also has a flagged floor and what appears to be a defunct drain orientated north-south, 
running through the wall on the southern side. The floor level is on average 12.25m O.D. 

The basement is composed of limestone, differing in the quality of coursing in various areas. 
In the main south wall of the basement (Room 1) there are areas of very well-coursed 
limestone blocks, measuring, on average, 0.30m by 0.12m, with thinner courses in between. 
This well cut masonry is possibly derived from the original church that was demolished in the 
late 17th century. In other areas, however, the masonry is composed of smaller irregular 
limestone including river cobbles, all of which are badly and irregularly coursed. Three test-
pits were hand-excavated, Test-pit 9 and 11 in Room 1 and Test-pit 10 in Room 2. The 
excavations revealed there was an earlier floor in the main room, lying beneath the flagged 
floor, which was located in the south-west corner of Room 2. A second below-ground 18th -
century brick drain was also found in Room 2. 

 

6.2 Test-pit 9 (1BB-01):  Room 2 

Test-pit 9 was located in the north-west corner of Room 2 and it measured 1.10m east-west 
by 0.70 in width by 0.80m in depth (Fig. 89).  

 

0.00m - 0.10m:  Slab, dark limestone floor.   

0.10m - 0.34m:  Mortar fill, brick and black silty fill. 

0.34m - 0.80m: Dark grey silty clay, shell-fleck, animal bone, blue slate and two 
glazed medieval pottery sherds. This contained small stones and 
charcoal flecks  

6.2.1 Medieval clays 

The silty medieval clays were at least 0.46m in depth but these were generally fairly sterile, 
with only small inclusions of shell, charcoal, animal bones and pottery, dated to the 13th and 
14th century. However, the presence of the silty clays and absence of human burial indicates 
that this area was not in the graveyard in the 13th/14th century. There was also no evidence 
of any medieval walls associated with the church in this location.   

6.2.2 The foundations 

The test-pit exposed the foundations of the cellar walls and these were found to be loosely 
coursed and shallow, measuring only 0.40m in depth, and containing traces of a pinkish 
mortar. A modern sewer runs through the basement, exiting out the north-west corner with 
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the rebuilt section of the wall clearly visible. This ceramic pipe lies just 50mm below present 
slab level, and is orientated north-west/south-east.  

 

6.2.3 Conclusion of Test-pit 9 

The test-Ǉƛǘ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ house was founded directly on medieval clays, a mix of 
dark green and brown sod and clay, which contained flecks of charcoal and shell but also 
produced several locally-produced medieval pottery. This clay was up to 0.45m in depth, 
below the floor of the basement but the base of this deposit was not reached. No skeletons 
or human bone were found in the clays suggesting this area did not form part of the 
medieval graveyard in the 13th/14th century. The test-pit also established that the basement 
walls were only one course depth in this location, unlike on the southern side (Test-pit 11). 

 

6.3 Test-pit 10 (1BB-03): Room 2 

Test-pit 10 was located in the south-west corner of Room 2, up against the external east wall 
of the east chancel wall and the aim of the testing was to try and establish the depth of this 
wall (Figs 90 - 98). The test-pit originally measured 1m in length north-south by 1.10m in 
width by 1.80m in depth (Section 1) but it was extended to the north by 1m square (Section 
2) (T.P.10). Thus, the final trench measured 2.10m north-south by 1.10m in width. The 
testing located the remains of a contemporary drain and the base of the chancel wall at 
1.80m below the basement floor level. The excavation had to be halted for health and safety 
reasons.  

 

6.3.1 0.00m - 0.05m:  Slab, dark limestone stone floor.  

0.05m - 0.08m: Dark organic fill with brick, oysters and shell, with tiny sherds of thin 
iridescent glass.   

0.08m - 0.15m:  Pink and grey mortar layer.  

0.15m -  1.70m Organic fill with brick, mortar, oyster shell, 1 sherd of medieval and 
Tin-glazed earthenware pottery (18th century). This also produced 
fragments of human leg bone. 

 

6.3.2 A possible drain in the south wall 

A rough drain was identified running through the base of the south wall of Room 2 on the 
eastern side but this was badly damaged. The location is curious as it is above the present 
ground level of the basement floor, which is likely to be original as the door-frames were 
relatively low (Fig. 91). This ope measured 0.45m in height by 0.30m in width with what 
appeared to a capstone over the top, represented by a large limestone, measuring 0.38m in 
width by 21m in height. The area above the ope have been rebuilt in brick, which was neatly 
coursed.  

 

6.3.3 The drain 

 0.30m - 0.80m:  The brick drain.   
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0.80m - 1.80m: Infill green sticky clays, medieval in date with no inclusions other 
than stone, turning into dark silty grey clay getting increasingly 
stony. Excavation was halted at 1.80m below present ground level.  

 

6.3.3.1 Section 1  

A French drain, previously damaged, was found running along the east wall of the church, 
north-south, and lying just beneath the flagged floor (Figs 92-97). This feature was exposed 
and recorded and then removed in two sections, to facilitate the deeper excavation of the 
trench. Section 1 was exposed in the initial test-pit, which measured 1.10m north-south by 
0.55m in length, later expanded to 1.10m north-south by 0.60m in width (Section 2) on the 
north. At the southern end a large capping limestone, almost square and measuring 0.40mm 
by 0.42m by 0.12m in depth, was found initially lying 0.30m below the cellar floor and. This 
almost square stone was found to be very roughly worked, similar to other similar broken 
fragments in the fill, which are likely to have formed additional cap-stones suggesting that 
the drain had been disturbed when the floor of the basement was laid.  

On removal of the capping, the brick chamber of the drain was exposed, lying 0.40m below 
the existing floor level and running north-south along the eastern wall of the chancel. A 
section measuring 0.70m in length was initially exposed revealing that the chamber 
measured 0.30m in width by 0.32m in depth (internally), the side-walls composed of bright 
handmade brick. The west wall was two bricks in width four courses in height and heavily 
mortared with a creamy lime mortar, which measured generally 40m in depth. It measured 
0.26m in width and composed of stretchers (and half bricks), laid end to end and side by 
side. The east wall, however, was only one brick in width but also set in the stretcher bond, 
mortared with the same creamy crumbly lime mortar. These brick are handmade and 
measure 0.25m long by 0.12m in width by 90mm in depth, mortared with a light grey/pink 
mortar. 

The drain was filled to the top with rubble and mortar deposit, 0.10m in depth, sitting over 
black and grey silt deposit. At the upper level there were concentrations of coal-like cinders 
70mm in depth perhaps suggesting that the cellar was used as a coal cellar at some date.  At 
the southern end the drain was filled with an organic cellar fill deposit, containing slates and 
brick fragments including shells (oyster), a clay pipe fragment (late 17th century/early 18th 
century in date), glass fragments, the head of a human femur and a small fragment of 
medieval pottery. On removal of the infill, a very thick limestone floor was noted, which had 
rotted out. The drain was cut into sticky green/grey clay, similar to the test-pits in Room 1 
(Test-pits 9 and 11), which was found to be medieval in date by the pottery found in the 
upper level.    

 

6.3.3.2 Section 2 

The test-pit had to be extended on the northern side (Section 2) and an additional 1m 
stretch was exposed to allow access down the side of the chancel wall, as establishing the 
depth of the wall was the primary aim, to inform the structural works (Figs 98-99).  As with 
Section 1 the west wall was two bricks thick, set in the stretcher bond, orientated north-
south and identical to those found in Section 1 while the eastern wall had been removed 
previously. However, a section of the east wall and capping was found in situ at the northern 
end of the test-pit and was exposed and recorded. This section revealed the east wall was 
also only one brick in width, set in the stretcher bond and heavily mortared with similar 
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white creamy lime mortar. The capping at this end was intact but was not exposed and was 
left in situ.  

 

6.3.4 The chancel (east church wall) 

The basement abutted the east wall of the chancel and this was clearly a very solid structural 
wall, albeit roughly course (Figs 100 - 103). It has an offset positioned 1.10m above the 
basement floor level (at 12.25m O.D), which measures 0.20m in width. The wall was 
composed of small roughly cut limestone, measuring 0.30m by 0.20m and 0.10m by 50mm, 
mortared with a very white crumbly mortar. The wall included what appeared to be several 
pinkish limestone, the result of a chemical reaction in the stone (and not fire-reddened). The 
north-west corner of the chancel is just within the basement however, there are no defined 
quoins. The test-pit exposed the foundations to approximately 1.40m in depth but the base 
was not located, due to health and safety concerns. However, probing with a metal rod 
suggested this wall extends for a further 0.40m in depth to hard ground thus the wall 
foundation is approximately 1.80m in depth from ground level.  

 

6.3.5 Conclusions of Test-pit 10 

The testing within Room 2 did produced significant information about the basement 
including the fact that it appears to have had some sort of above-ground drain that entered 
in from the southern wall, at the eastern side. The nature and extent is not known. The 
investigation also found the subterranean drain, which was similarly orientated north-south 
but at the western side, which was of 18th -century in date and appears to have been 
contemporary with the basement. This was a substantial drain which must have carried a 
significant amount of water and it probably extended down the southern passageway, on 
the south side of the church. The findings suggest the basement was occupied in the 18th 
century but that the drain was disturbed in the 19th century probably when repair works in 
brick were carried out in the building. The chancel wall was found to extend down to at least 
1.40m in depth below the floor level of the basement at 12.25m O.D., with an estimated 
depth of 1.80m, in and around to 10.45m O.D. This can be compared directly to the south 
wall of the church in Test-pit 18 that was found to extend to 10.20m O.D. (see below).  

 

6.4 Test-pit 11 (1BB-02: Test-pit 2) 

Test-pit 11 was located in the south-west corner of Room 1. It measured 0.90m north-south 
by 1m in width by 0.75m in depth (Figs 104 - 107). 

 

0.00m - 0.08m:  Slab, dark black limestone floor, 90mm in depth.   

0.08m - 0.30m: Brick rubble deposit, the brick handmade with a bright orange 
fabric, within a mortar deposit. This is an off-white, beige colour.  

0.30m - 0.35m: A second limestone slab floor, 50mm in depth and a very poor 
condition, sitting on a thin layer of greyish mortar.   

0.35m - 0.75m: Dark grey, black and brown silty clay, shell fleck and animal bone. 
These deposits also produced medieval glazed pottery sherds along 
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with medieval cooking ware, suggesting a date from the 13th/14th 
century onwards.  

6.4.1 The earlier limestone floor 

This appears to be an earlier floor measuring 50mm in depth made from limestone slab, 
mortared with crumbly lime grey mortar and lying 0.30m below the present slab floor (Fig. 
104). There has been some rebuilding in this corner most evidenced in the small doorway 
leading into Room 2 from Room 1, the jamb of which is of brick (Fig. 105). However, the 
foundation beneath the door also appears to be a repair in brick, the level of which 
corresponds with the earlier floor level. This suggests that there was a general period of 
repair where the limestone slab floor was replaced. Various areas of the walls were also 
repaired in brick at this time.  

6.4.2 Medieval deposits 

The floor sat on silty clay deposit, which contained shell-fleck and fragments of animal bone, 
dated to the 13th and 14th century, similar to elsewhere. The clay and silt layers were 
generally low-grade and may represent general infill ƻǊ ŀ ΨƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǎƻƛƭΩ ǘƘŀǘ ōǳƛƭǘ ǳǇ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ 
(Figs 106-107). This can be related directly to the silty deposit that was found in the crypt in 
Test-pit 18.  

6.4.3  Regular coursing in the wall 

The south wall of Room 1 was the main room of the basement and this had a central door, 
flanked by a rectangular window at either side, opening out into the passageway (Fig. 106). 
What is most noticeable is the limestone coursing in and around the windows as this is 
composed of very well cut large rectangular block, with thin courses in between, which 
differs greatly from the more random rubble walls elsewhere. The size and nature of the 
blocks suggests that these may have originated in the medieval church.   

 

6.4.4 Conclusion of Test-pit 11 

The testing in Room 1 located an earlier floor level and brick inserts suggesting repairs and 
reconfigurations have taken place in the basement, probably in the 19th century. A visual 
inspection of the standing south wall of the basement reveals a regular type build, 
composed of large rectangular limestone block, in a very regular coursing pattern of large 
blocks interspersed with thin, levelling courses. This is reminiscent of medieval construction 
and, at the very least it is highly likely that these blocks originated in the earlier church.    

 

7. THE CHURCH (AREA 4) 

7.1 Various test-pits were opened up in the church mainly in an effort to expose the existing 
heating system, at the eastern end of the church and extending up the central aisle (Fig. 
137). An additional test-pit was opened up in the West Porch on the northern side. The main 
body of the church including the chancel has underground burial crypts but the porch at the 
western end has none.  

 

7.2 Test-pit 12 (100:23) 

Test-pit 12 was located at the southern end of the church, eastern end, in line with the 
southern pillar line of the southern balcony and positioned 4m from the southern wall (Figs 
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108-109). The aim of this pit was to try and establish the level of the top of the underground 
crypt below. This test-pit measured 0.40m square and was excavated to 0.30m in depth.  

 

0.00m - 0.05m:   Tiled floor.  

0.05m - 0.30m: Light grey mortar dust, with lumps of mortar and brick fragments. 

 

At 0.30m below present ground level the top of the masonry arch of the crypt below was 
exposed. This was composed of flat limestone, set on edge and positioned tightly together, 
mortared with a hard white crumbly mortar.  

 

7.3 Test-pit 13 

Test-pit 11 was located 3.80m to the north of Test-pit 10 and this measured 0.70m east-west 
by 0.40m in width (Fig. 110). 

 

0.00m - 0.05m:  Tile floor. 

0.05m - 0.12m:  Open void.  

0.12m - 0.40m:  Heating ducts within the same light grey mortar deposit.   

 

7.3.1 The heating duct 

This test-pit was opened up to expose a heating duct pipe, which was orientated north-
south and was identical to other pipes found to the north (Fig. 110). The pipe was partially 
inserted into a previous tile/brick or chamber, which was badly damaged but which 
originally was orientated differently, turning west, towards the central aisle of the church. 
This earlier drain/chamber was also found further north suggesting the present pipes relate 
to a new service inserted into an earlier system, which was also suggested by Test-pits 6 and 
7 in the North Yard.  

 

7.4 Test-pit 14 (100:18) 

This pit was opened up in the floor boards on the pews on the northern end of the church on 
the eastern side. This measured 1.10m north-south by 0.38m in width by 0.30m in depth 
(Fig. 111).  

 

7.4.1 Conclusion of Test-pit 14 

This trench exposed beneath the floorboards in one of the northern pews and this revealed 
light grey mixed fill of plaster, mortar and fragments of limestone (Fig. 112). Occasional 
human bone was found in this deposit along with some small fragments of animal bone.  
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7.5 Test-pit 15 (100:19) 

This L-shaped test-pit was located directly west of the doorway on the northern side of the 
church which led out into the North Yard (Figs 113-114). The aim was to trace the heating 
pipes coming from the North Yard. The main trench, 1.40m in length by 0.60m in width, was 
orientated north-south and this turned to the south, extending for 1.80m in length by 0.40m 
in width.  

 

0.00m - 0.10m:   Tiled floor. 

0.10m - 0.30m: Light grey mortar and stone dust with lumps of white mortar. This 
contained human bone and small fragments of animal bone. 

7.5.1 The heating system  

The test-pit exposed the heating pipes coming through the northern doorway from the 
kitchen (in the north-west angle of the nave and chancel) orientated north-south, before 
turning south. The elaborate pipes were still in position but also appeared to be in an earlier 
chamber, composed of 19th century thin hard earthen ware tiles which were set on edge but 
were almost completely removed. These tiles were not glazed. The pipes were backfilled 
with the limestone dust and mortar, as found in Test-pit 14. 

 

7.5.2 Conclusion of Test-pit 15 

This test-pit exposed the pipes from the heating system coming from the boiler located 
outside the northern kitchen door (in the North Yard). This revealed an earlier ducting 
system comprised of re-used distinctive non-glazed earthenware that were set on edge. This 
earlier system was suggested by the phases of the remains of the heating system on the east 
wall of the church in the North Yard (see Test-pit 6).  

 

7.6 Test-pit 16 (100-21) 

This trench was located in the central aisle, following the line of heating vents, running east 
west through the church and revealed by lifting a ventilation grille. The test-pit measured 
1m in length, east-west, by 0.40m in width by 0.30m in depth (Fig. 115). This pit exposed a 
single large iron pipe lying 0.14m below present ground level of the church. It was set in a 
light grey mortar deposit found elsewhere. 

 

7.6.1 Conclusion of Test-pit 16  

This test-pit exposed the heating system although there was no indication of the earlier 
chamber as found elsewhere.  

 

8. THE WESTERN PORCH (AREA 5) 

The West Porch has no crypts underneath and a test-pit was excavated to establish the 
general ground make-up, as the floor slabs in this location are buckled. The test-pit was 
located against the base of the north wall, with the secondary aim of revealing the 
foundations of the wall (Figs 116-117).  
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8.1 Test-pit 17 (in the northern porch) 

This trench was located in the north-west corner of the West Porch, abutting the northern 
wall, after the removal of the large limestone floor flags (Fig. 118). The test-pit measured 
1.10m square with a small extension extending to the east measuring 0.30m in length by 
0.20m in width.  

 

0.00m - 0.10m:  Limestone flags. 

0.10m - 0.40m:  White and light yellow mortar dust with fragments of white mortar. 
Limestone rubble, which is very distinctive, comprising limestone 
fragments, stone, shale and lumps of white mortar. A brick fragment 
was recovered from 0.40m below present ground level but in 
general, there was almost no brick.  A fragment of late 17th century 
gravel-tempered ware was recovered from the base of the deposits 
along with a sherd of red fabric.   

0.40m - 1.10m:  Dark brown mixed clay, which contains fragments of human bone (a 
skull, teeth, tibia and clavicle along with bones and 1 coffin nail.)    

 Excavation halted.  

West section  

0.00m - 0.10m:  Limestone floor flags. 

0.10m - 0.50m:  Loose mortar and limestone deposit, rubble fill (no brick). 

0.50m - 0.60m:   Dark brown clay fill, with human bone. This may have been a grave.  

Excavation halted.  

8.2 The cut for the wall  

A cut for the wall was exposed in the western section and this measured 0.53m in with by 
0.50m in depth but did not extend as far as the base of the wall. This may suggest the base 
of the wall foundation was exposed at some date. The distinctive fill of small fragments of 
limestone with copious amounts of mortar, probably the result of demolition (Fig. 119).  

8.3  The foundation  

The wall foundation extended out for 0.28m in width and extended to at least 1.10m in 
depth but the base was not reached (Figs 120-122). The facing was composed of limestone, 
set in four rough courses comprising large stones (0.20m by 0.10m and 0.15m square) within 
smaller levelling course (0.10m by 50mm), mortared with a hard white mortar. The face was 
also very roughly plastered. The build appeared slightly rougher in the north-west corner 
and may represent a rebuild.  

8.4 The possible grave  

A void was identified at the western end of the trench, northern side, and this contained a 
number of human bones, including a skull, teeth and other long bones (Fig. 123). This is 
likely to represent a grave although this was disturbed in advance on the present works.    
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8.5 Discussion of Test-pit 17 

The test-pit revealed significant information about the West Porch including the fact that 
there is at least one possible burial in this area, under the flags at the western end. This lay 
0.40m below present ground level. The testing also established that the wall foundation 
stepped out for 0.50m in width and also exposed the southern face of the wall. The fill was 
very different in the West Porch, composed of almost pure limestone and mortar, which 
may be demolition material, perhaps dated to the early 18th century when the church was 
rebuilt (Fig. 124). A base shed of 17th century Gravel-tempered ware was found at the base 
of the pit confirming this early date (Fig. 125). The fill was generally quite loose and this may 
account for the buckling of the flags.     

 

9. THE CRYPT (AREA 6) 

 A final test-pit, Test-pit 18, was excavated in the underground crypt, just inside the main 
entrance, in an attempt to establish the depth of the east wall of the church, in absence of 
data from the chancel wall (Fig. 126). The floor level in the crypt in this area was at 11.91m 
O.D.  

Previously, Test-Ǉƛǘ мл ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ŀƴŘ 
establish the foundation depths of the east wall of the chancel, as there are significant 
structural cracks at this end of the church suggesting the foundations may not have been on 
solid ground. This test-pit suggested the wall extended to at least 1.80m in depth but was 
likely to be founded on infill silts and clays. The result was the decision to excavate a second 
test-pit in the crypt, at the base of the steps to establish the depth of the main southern wall 
and also the internal cross walls of the crypts.  

The arched crypts that extend beneath the church (but not the West Porch) are composed of 
rubble limestone and are accessed on the southern side, via the southern passageway (Figs 
127-8). The low entrance is via steep steps with an iron gate at the base (Fig. 129), which 
opens out into the entrance passageway, orientated north-south. This measures 2.10m in 
height to the centre of the arch by 2m in width and the floor was a beaten floor of clay and 
mortar. This passageway leads to two parallel corridors running east-west the length of the 
church with small crypts or vaults opening off these passageways, many containing human 
remains and coffins. The crypt of Lord Edward Fitzgerald is located under the chancel at the 
southern end, as previously mentioned (Fig. 130).   

 

9.1 Test-pit 18 

This new test-pit (Test-pit 18) was excavated directly in front of the base of the lower step 
measuring 2m east-west, extending the full width of the crypt passageway, by 1.10m in 
width north-south. The test-pit was successful as the base of the southern wall of the church 
was exposed and found to extend to 2.20m below the level of the crypt floor (11.91 O.D.) at 
approximately 9.70m O.D. The excavation of this test-pit located two earlier mortar floors 
along with an additional step at the base of the entrance steps (Figs 130-131). Two of the 
steps were also found to have been grave-slabs, with the inscriptions exposed face up.  

 

9.1.1 Stratigraphic sequence in the northern section  

 0.00m - 90mm:  Beaten dark brown sticky clay and mortar floor (no. 1.). 
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90mm - 0.12m: Mortar floor (with a crust on top) (no. 2) sitting on half bricks, with 
an orange fabric and no inclusions.  

0.12m - 0.22m: Green/brown hard clay with numerous lenses of mortar running 
through it.  

  0.22m - 0.25m:  Mortar floor (no. 3). 

0.25m - 0.31m:  Brown organic clay containing mortar lenses. 

0.31m - 1.08m: Light brown tan coloured sod layer, very consistent, with no layering 
evident. This contains small fragments of bone, occasional charcoal 
and shell, and can be identified as a medieval deposit. The shells 
were cockle and were in small concentrated clumps within the clay. 
The deposit produced a fragment of inscribed glazed floor tile dated 
to the medieval period. 

1.08m - 1.43m This is a loose deposits of large flat and angular wet limestone, 
mixed with a coarse rounded gravel deposits and large voids. These 
limestone were not cut in any way but generally measured between 
0.30m by 0.10m in depth with smaller fragments also, measuring 
0.08m by 0.08m. This deposit was deepest at the western end of the 
crypt, where it was 0.32m in depth rising up at the eastern end 
where it was only 0.25 in depth.   

1.43m - 1.64m: Yellow/tan almost sterile sod/clay containing occasional stones, 
charcoal and small fragments of shell, including cockle shell.  

1.64m - 1.80m:  A band of yellow clays with no inclusions, also rising to the east.  

1.80m - 2.65m: Black wet organic clays containing several large fragments of timber, 
measuring roughly 0.20m by 0.10m. This appeared to be a 
habitation layer, which contained refuse, including shells (cockle and 
oyster), charcoal and small animal bone fragments. This depth was 
also achieved at the eastern end of the trench where it was 
extended for a further 0.50m below the base of the trench. An in 
situ timber post, 0.18m in diameter was set into the base of the 
trench and this was left in situ. This appears to be a pre-Norman 
habitation layer, probably dating to the early 12th century  

 

9.2 The mortar floor (1 and 2)  

The present floor was made of clay and mortar floor (1.), which was approximately 90mm in 
depth, laid in this location in front of the steps (Figs 130-134). On removal of this clay, a 
second floor was exposed and this was distinctive beaten mortar deposit (2), which was only 
30mm in depth but ǿŀǎ ŀ ōŜƛƎŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ŎƻǾŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƭǳƳǇǎ ƻŦ ƳƻǊǘŀǊΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƘŀŘ ŀ Ψcrusty 
topΩ ŀƴŘ sat on a green clay and mortar bedding deposit, which was 60mm in depth.  

9.3 The mortar floor (3.)   

 On removal of the two floors (1 and 2) an earlier similar mortar floor (3.) was exposed, 
composed of yellow mortar and this measured 50mm in depth and had a similar ΨŎǊǳǎǘΩ (Fig. 
134). No finds were located. This floor abutted the newly-exposed step (see below) and was 
clearly contemporary with it and was therefore likely to be the original crypt floor (Fig. 135).   



 
{ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ 5Φу  Monitoring report  

37 
 

9.4 The additional step 

 As the ground level was reduced an additional step was found at the bottom of the steps 
leading into the crypt. This was sealed by the upper floor (1.) and indicating that the floor 
had been replaced at least once (see below) (Figs 135-137). The new step was also of cut 
limestone but this not extend across the full length of the passageway, as there was a gap at 
ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜǊƴ ŜƴŘΣ ƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎ лΦмрƳ ƛƴ ǿƛŘǘƘΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜǇ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ΨŦƛǘΩ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘŜǇ. In 
addition to this, there was a gap or groove, 0.14m in height, running beneath the step, 
between it and the top of the foundation, and this was very distinctive containing very loose 
brown clay and leaves. The groove is most likely to have contained a stone floor, positioned 
beneath the mortar floor (no. 3) and the bottom of the lower step. It should be noted that 
there was no trace of any limestone flags in northern section of the test-pit.    

 

9.5 The inscribed steps 

During the works, the entrance steps were thoroughly cleaned and it was noted two steps, 
Step 6 and 7 (from the top and just above the newly-discovered step), were found to be 
composed from three re-used grave-slabs, evidently from the original graveyard before the 
church was re-built in the early 18th century (Figs 138 - 139). Step 7 reads, from the north, 
ΨIŜǊŜ lyeth the body of Eleanor the daughter of Sir Henry Rowe of Shadewell from the county 
of MiddlesexΩΦ The lower step, Step 6, is composed of two grave-slab fragments but from the 
same grave-slab. The eastern fragment reads from the south (and is therefore upside) ΨFord .. 
in the county of ΧΦΦ and one of his  ..of the Privy Council of the countyΧΦ Φ The western 
fragment, from the west, reads Ψof  ƴǳ Χ5ŜǾon(?)  Ma (ǿƛǘƘ ΨǘƛΩ ƛƴ ǎǳǇŜǊǎŎǊƛǇǘ) ..W J. The script 
of each grave-slabs suggests a date in the 18th century but no date is recorded. None of the 
rest of the steps have lettering but, by the general size and width, these are also likely to be 
grave-slabs, perhaps moved out of the way when the church was rebuilt in the early 19th 
century. These slabs must be face down.  

 

9.6 The gate 

 There is a strong wrought-iron gate at the base of the steps but this is likely to be later in 
date, possibly dated to the middle of the 19th century when the railings were added to the 
front façade (Fig. 129). The gate post is bedded in a mortar spud that sits on the step on the 
western side but this was clearly set when the lower step had been buried.  

 

9.7 The general deposits 

The mortar floors of the crypts represented a successive layering of mortar on top of 
medieval silty clay deposits, the latter also banded. The lower mortar floor (3.) sat on an 
organic clay deposit that measured between 0.20m and 0.22m in depth and this sealed a 
distinctive light brown tan deposit deep, which contained shell, charcoal and fragments of 
bone (not human bone) and was up to 0.30m in depth. This deposit was very consistent in 
type and appears to be an infill deposit. A band of loose limestone fragments was exposed 
beneath the tan deposits, getting deeper at the southern end (Fig. 141).   

The limestone deposit sealed a distinctive dark brown/black organic deposit, which was 
exposed in the test-pit at the northern end, in an additional deeper trench measuring 0.80m 
in length by 0.50m in width by 0.55m in depth (Fig. 142). This exposed a highly smelly 
organic deposits, which contained fragments of wattle, timber (0.30m by 0.42m) and at least 



 
{ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ 5Φу  Monitoring report  

38 
 

one post in situ (this was left in position). The deposit included shells (cockle and oyster), 
fragments of butchered bone and charcoal, and an animal horn and this is likely to represent 
a pre-Norman (Hiberno-Norse) habitation level, comprising the remains of timber and post-
and-wattle structures, likely to date to early 12th century (Fig. 143).     

 

9.8 The west internal wall of the crypt 

 The internal walls of the crypts are not as deep as the main wall, as expected, and the 
western internal wall foundation only extended to approximately 1m in depth below the 
level of the crypt floor, which is at approximately 12.20m O.D. (Fig. 144). The wall has a small 
offset, 60mm in width lying 0.40m below present ground level of the crypt. This foundation 
was composed of small long angular limestone, measuring, on average, 0.25m by 0.10m in 
width, the wall roughly coursed but identical in build to the main wall of the passageway. At 
least one handmade bright red half brick was identified at the southern end of the wall. The 
wall is roughly mortared with a hard dusty white mortar, with visible flecks of white mortar 
and this mortar type is found throughout the walls of the passageway. The western wall was 
not bonded in with the main southern wall of the church, which contains the crypt entrance 
but clearly abutted it. This was in contrast to the eastern wall, which appeared to be bonded 
in (see below). The wall foundation was cut into yellow/tan sod organic clay, which was 
approximately 0.20m in depth. This deposit is likely to date to the medieval period.  

Excavation down the face of the wall revealed a number of human long bones lined along 
the face of the wall and presumably deposited there when the wall was constructed, in the 
cut for the wall. A total of 37 bones in total were recovered in this location (Fig. 145). The 
eastern wall also had human bone laid along the base of the wall at the southern end but 
this consisted of only 11 bones. These were reinterred in the same location.  

 

9.9 The east internal wall of the crypt    

The eastern wall appeared somewhat visually different from the western wall but was also 
of limestone rubble (Figs 146-147). The foundation was approximately 0.85m in depth, 
composed of irregular small limestone, measuring between 0.23m by 0.12m and 0.18m by 
80mm, and mortared with a white lime mortar identical to the west wall. The wall also has 
an offset at 0.60m below present ground level, which bulged out at the base. Thus, the 
offset, 0.20m in depth, measured 80mm in width at the northern end, widening to 0.21m in 
width at the southern end. The wall generally a rough wall, badly built with brick in the 
upper level at the southern end. At the southern end, the wall appears to be bonded into 
the offset of the southern crypt wall, in contrast to the western wall, which abuts it. The 
eastern wall sat on the band of organic clay identified in the northern section and measuring 
between 0.20m and 0.22m in depth, extending over the yellow/tan coloured clays. There 
was a dump of human bone, mostly long bones laid along the base of the wall at the 
southern end, within the foundation cut, similar to the western wall and these were 
probably burials that were disturbed during the construction of the church in the early 18th 
century. In all there were 21 fragments of long bones with several smaller bones. These 
were reinterred in the same location as part of this investigation.  

 

9.10 The southern wall of the church  

 The main aim of the testing programme inside the crypt was to find the depth of the 
southern wall of the church and to establish what it was founded on (Figs 148-149). On 



 
{ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ 5Φу  Monitoring report  

39 
 

excavation, the foundation was found to extend to 2.20m in depth below the present 
ground level of the crypt, which is at approximately 11.91m O.D. (Figs 50 - 54). Thus, the 
base of the south wall of the church lay at approximately 9.70m O.D. The wall was found to 
be sitting on the black silty organic habitation deposit, which is likely to be pre-Norman in 
date. Thus, it was not founded on solid natural ground.  

The foundation was composed of angular long large limestone measuring, on averaging, 
0.22m by 80mm, and mortared with an off-white crumbly lime mortar. It was well-coursed 
with tight pointing and was thus far more solidly built than the crypt internal walls. An offset 
was exposed at 0.97m in depth below the floor level, which was 0.17m in width. The 
foundation also had a slight batter.  

 

9.11 Conclusion of Test-pit 18 

The test-pit in the crypt produced the most significant information in regard to the 
foundations of the present church. This confirmed the base of the south wall was founded 
on medieval soils rather than hard ground and also that it extended to approximately 9.70m 
O.D. Lƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻƻǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ in Room 2 was at 12.21m O.D. 
and the wall was traced to 1.40m below the floor level thus to 10.87m O.D. with a possibility 
of a further 0.40m in depth. Thus, this wall may have continued at least 0.40m in depth to 
10.41m O.D. 

The internal crypt walls were found to be relatively shallow, extending to just 1m in depth at 
the deepest, in contrast to the main south wall. The internal walls were built in different 
stages as the west wall was not bonded in with the south wall of the church but the east wall 
was. The construction of the crypt must have disturbed some burials or vaults as a number 
of human bones were found, carefully laid in the foundation cuts of the internal crypt walls.  

The floor level had evidently been raised significantly as the investigation revealed an 
additional step at the base of the flight steps and this was probably done when a new 
wrought iron gate was added. There were works carried out to prepare the vault for Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald and this included widening the arched entrance into his burial crypt. 
However, the gate appears later in date and may have been added in the middle of the 19th 
century when the railings were added to the front façade of the church. The discovery of the 
inscribed slabs evidently from the original graveyard opens up the possibility of re-use of 
earlier material and it is likely all the steps are in fact grave-slabs suggested by their general 
size and shape.  

The discovery that the southern wall of the church is founded on medieval soft silty deposits 
is significant as this is the likely cause of the many structural cracks in the building, especially 
at the eastern end in the chancel, which is particularly damaged. Significantly, the east wall 
of the chancel did not extend as deep as the south wall of the church with a difference of 
1m.  The clays and silts may represent an infill deposit or be suggestive of open ground in 
this area in the medieval period, clearly not part of a graveyard. The organic deposits 
produced evidence of timber structural remains and this is likely to be a Hiberno-Norse level 
that predated the church when this area formed part of a densely inhabited area within the 
fortress of Dublin.   

   

10. THE VESTRY  

10.1 The Vestry, dated to 1815, is located in the south-east corner of the church, between the 
angle of the nave and chancel (Figs 155-158). This building is of brick and was constructed in 
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the 19th century, probably on the site of an earlier building (as suggested by Roque). As part 
of the works the floorboards were carefully removed by hand and examined. Both the 
floorboards the joists were exposed and found to very rotten and were subsequently 
removed.   

10.2 The material beneath the floorboards was a dry fine mortar and dust layer containing small 
fragments of handmade brick. A small pit was identified at the eastern end of the Vestry on 
the southern side and this measured 1m square. This contained a small collection of human 
bone found loosely stacked together and these included two femurs, a radius and ulna and 
several vertebrae, possibly from the same individual. This may suggest a grave was disturbed 
during the construction of the Vestry in 1815 and the bones were just stacked neatly in the 
corner beneath the floor boards. The bones were replaced in the same location after the 
present works.   

   

11. SUMMARY RESULTS  

11.1 AREA 1: Graveyard  

Results: In Area 1 the test-pits (T.P. 1-3) along the northern boundary established the 
presence of graveyard soils in the upper 0.60m - 0.70m containing considerable fragments of 
human bone. No in situ articulated skeletons exposed in the areas tested thus these 
represent typical graveyard soils, disturbed by repeated burials throughout the centuries. 
Test-pit 1 extended deeper and this revealed these soils are at least 1.40m in depth from the 
existing ground level (14.00m O.D.). However, this area has been disturbed at the upper 
level (0.20m) in the more recent past. A small brick culvert was found at the western end of 
the northern boundary wall and this was orientated east-west, running along the base of the 
wall. Interestingly, ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ Řƻ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ ΨǿŀǘŜǊŦŀƭƭΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
graveyard, presumably a spring, thus there was an actual water source in this location in 
antiquity. A camera was put into the culvert to examine the interior but it was found to be 
ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ŜƴŘΦ ¢ǿƻ ŘǊŀƛƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ǿŜǎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ 
House but there were at a much lower (basement at 12.25m O.D.) level and orientated 
north-south. Clearly the management of water was an issue in this location, as it is in most 
areas of Dublin.   

The two test-pits at the western end of the graveyard were positioned just outside the 
chancel to the east (T.P. 4 and 5) and these exposed the remains of three different wall 
foundations. Test-Ǉƛǘ п ǿŀǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ 
to the north and this revealed a post-medieval east-west limestone wall, jutting out from 
below the north wall of the toilet building, which was clearly partially founded on it. A 
second stub of a narrow brick wall was located further north, in the north-west corner of 
this trench, and this was also orientated east-west, sealed by a layer of rubble but removed 
at the eastern end. Test-pit 5 was located in the lawn just east of the toilet and this also 
exposed structure consisting of a solid limestone masonry build, orientated north-south with 
only the eastern face within the trench. This build did not have much brick within the build 
but a small fragment of red fabric, which might be brick was recovered at the lowest level.    

In general, the tops of the walls were located between 0.30m and 0.40m from the existing 
ground level, some of which can probably be related directly to a number of projecting 
extensions/out-houses, orientated east-west and depicted on the 1st Ordnance Survey map 
(1836-44). These were demolished when the outhouse that houses the toilet block was 
constructed sometime after 1847. Lǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘŜŘ wƻŎǉǳŜΩǎ ƳŀǇ ŘŜǇƛcts the church as a 
rectangular block rather than having projecting chancel at the eastern end. This may suggest 
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either Rocque was inaccurate in regard to the shape of the church or that there were infill 
buildings in the north-west and south-west angle of the church by this date.  

 

11.2 AREA 2: North Yard  

Results: In Area 2 in the North Yard the testing revealed general clay and brick rubble, 
generally 0.65m in depth, below the present ground level (P.G.L.) (Fig. 169). On the southern 
side (T.P. 6) the heating pipes were exposed, running along the southern side of the yard 
into the church. This test-pit also established the presence of a rubble layer up to 0.10m in 
depth, sitting on a dark brown clay with mortar and fragments up to 0.55m in depth. This 
contained human bone, the bones generally intact. The test-pit on the northern side of the 
yard (T.P. 8) revealed a completely different profile, locating a substantial brick wall 
foundation, orientated north-west/south east, which is likely to a building shown of the 1st 
Ordnance Survey of 1836-44, on the northern side of the nave and church. This wall, 
composed of brick, was set at a slight angle to the present brick boundary wall that runs 
east-west through the North Yard.  The wall extended for at least 0.60m in depth and is 
likely to be dated to the 18th /early 19th century by the brick type although it cannot be 
identified on Rocque, dated 1756. The third pit (T.P. 7) exposed the where the heating boiler 
was located, built into the east wall of the chancel, at the northern end. The rubble and 
mixed brown clays in this area was up to 0.65m in depth.   

 

11.3 AREA 3: SŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ   

 Results: ThŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛǎ ƻŦ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ōǊƛŎƪ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊΣ 
dated to the 18th century. The basement is composed of two rooms, a large chamber (Room 
1) and a smaller chamber (Room 2), the latter a dog-leg room that abuts the east chancel 
wall of the church. Both rooms have a limestone flagged floor. Access to the basement is on 
the eastern side, via steps down to the main door in an open sunken corridor leading from 
the graveyard and also serving as a light-well for the windows flanking each side of the door. 
The basement in generally in poor condition with large sections of rebuilding in brick, 
especially in Room 2. The existing floor level of the basement averages 12.25m O.D.  

The original building was demolished to ground floor level and a concrete ring-beam was 
constructed on the top of basement walls to support the new brick build. Three test-pits 
(T.P. 9, 10 and 11) were excavated in the basement, principally to test the depth of the 
foundations, primarily the chancel wall of the church. These were found not to be extensive 
extending to only between 0.30m and 1m in depth, cut into medieval clays. These medieval 
deposits are substantial in depth, extending to at least 1.50m in depth below the floor level 
of the basement at 12.25m O.D.  On inspection the standing chancel wall was found to be 
composed of generally well-coursed limestone with a projecting offset (with slanted top) at 
1.85m above the present ground level. It should be noted that the southern wall of Room 1, 
on the western side, is composed of well-coursed limestone blocks that are very regularly 
cut, resembling medieval blocks. These may have originated from the original medieval 
church (see below).  

Test-pit 10 was located in the smaller room (Room 2) in the south-west corner and up 
against the chancel wall. The aim of this was to try and establish the depth of the chancel 
wall, as this was a priority in assessing the causes of the structural cracks at this end of the 
church. The excavation revealed the remains of a brick drain, with one large limestone 
capping stone, that extended north-south along the base of the chancel wall. This is likely to 
be contemporary with Room 2, as it extends south beneath the southern wall. The drain 
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itself was composed of hand-made brick with a thin limestone floor and it had completely 
silted up. A section of the drain measuring approximately 1.80m in length, in two sections, 
was removed to facilitate the widening of the test-pit down the face of the church chancel 
wall.  

The test-pit established that the chancel wall was found to extend for at least 1.40m in 
depth (from the level of the basement) but continued on beyond the depth of the trench, 
possibly for another 0.40m. However, excavation had to be halted for health and safety 
reasons. The wall was founded on soft silty medieval clays, which were up to a depth of 
0.80m in depth at least. The test-pit also established the main south wall of Room 2 was only 
0.35m in depth, sitting on medieval clays. 

A second test-pit, Test-pit 11 was opened up in the main room (Room 1) in the south-west 
corner and this exposed a second earlier limestone flagged floor lying 0.30m below present 
ground level, sitting on medieval soils but this was not found in any of the other trenches. 
The below-ground soils in Test-pit 11 are similar to those found in Test-pit 10 and consist of 
dark green sticky clay containing charcoal fleck and medieval pottery. The testing also 
established that the main east wall of the basement is also only 0.30m in depth, as it the 
internal west wall.  

A third test-pit (T.P. 12), in the north-west corner of the main basement room (Room 1), also 
revealed very shallow foundations for the main north wall, measuring less than 0.30m in 
depth. These foundations were cut into medieval soils also, disturbed at the upper levels by 
a sewer pipe. The consistency of the medieval soil type across the basement suggests this 
was an area either open in the 13th /14th century or infilled with these deposits at that date. 
The deposit of limestone is interesting as it may relate to the construction of the original 
church or a rebuilding programme.  Whatever the case, it does not appear to contain burials 
thus was presumably not in the medieval graveyard. These deposits are substantial, at least 
0.80m in depth and probably deeper. No foundation cuts for the walls were found within the 
basement.  

 

11.4 AREA 4: The nave  

 Results: The layout of the heating system was explored in test-pits in the nave of the church 
(Test-pits 12-16) and this involved lifting the tiles on the floor of the church, along with some 
of the ventilation grates. The pipes were found to be within a previous route composed of 
tiles, which were set on edge but was almost completely destroyed when the current pipes 
were laid. However, traces of this earlier build can be identified in various of the test-pits. In 
general, the heating system was set within a white mortar dust deposit, which is between 
0.30m and 0.40m in depth, under the tiled floor.  

 

11.5 AREA 5: The west porch 

Result: There are no crypts under the Western Porch, which was set back from the street 
frontage. The single trench (T. P. 17) in this location exposed the foundations of the 
northern wall of the porch, which extended for up to 1.10m in depth. However, the base of 
the wall was not exposed. The excavation of the test-pit also exposed deep deposits of 
mortar and limestone demolition rubble to approximately 0.40m in depth sitting over 
organic clays that extended a further 0.70m in depth. There is evidence of possible burial at 
the western end lying 0.40m below present ground level.  

 



 
{ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ 5Φу  Monitoring report  

43 
 

11.6 AREA 6: The crypt 

 The test-pit in the crypt revealed a significant amount of information about the church and 
crypt structure, especially the depth of the southern church wall. The excavation of the test-
pit (Test-pit 18) exposed three floor levels in the upper levels as annotated above, two of 
which were mortar floors. Thus, the floors were replaced several times. The lowest mortar 
floor (no. 3) is presumably the original floor level and this was related to the newly-revealed 
step at the base of the crypt steps. This step was completely covered by the second mortar 
floor in a general re-flooring programme (see below). This original floor may also have 
included a limestone flagged floor originally, as there was a distinctive rectangular groove 
running along under the lower step into the crypt, which may have originally held flags 
although this is not certain. The mortar layer appears to be original and can presumably be 
dated to c. 1719 when the galleried church was constructed and opened. The crypt steps 
were constructed using grave-slabs from the original graveyard, two of which contained 
inscriptions on the upper face.   

The construction of a second floor level (no. 3) is something of a puzzle as it reduced the 
head height in the crypt entrance (which is very tight) and the actual crypt itself from 2.30m 
in height to the current height of 2.10m. This re-flooring also involved covering up the last 
step, again reducing accessibility in this area. Works were carried out in the crypt when Lord 
Edward Fitzgerald was buried there in 1798 and this included heightening the arch of the 
door into his crypt. In more modern times, the walls of this crypt are inscribed with 
numerous graffiti, dating from the 19th century onwards.  

 

11. THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT  

11.1 The general construction impact  

 The engineering/archaeological testing works were designed to provide details about the 
structural condition of the church, the internal heating system and the existing services in 
the North Yard. Several bores were also conducted to establish the soil profile in the 
environs of the church. 

 The development proposal involves structurally stabilizing the church, especially at the 
eastern end in the chancel area, where there are significant cracks, and the provision of new 
services for the new building. Other repairs will also be carried out internally and a new door 
ope will be opened up at the eastern end of the church, in the south wall.  

 ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
Vestry and the construction of a new lightweight glazed building at the eastern side of the 
chancel, extending around the church on the northern side (Figs 159-165). The new building 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǇŀǾŜŘ ΨƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ƻƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭƛƴƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ 
house and the new building which will be constructed to the rear (south) at no. 10 Castle 
Street.   

 The proposed new building will be constructed mostly of glass and is therefore generally 
ƭƛƎƘǘǿŜƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƭȅ ƭƛƎƘǘǿŜƛƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƛƴƛƳŀƭ ŦƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
and little or known impact. Every effort will be made to preserve the archaeological deposits 
and features by raising levels, where possible. The existing toilets, at the east side of the 
chancel, will be removed and recorded in advance.  
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12. RECOMMENDATIONS  

12.1 The church and graveyard are both Recorded Monuments, which is a statutory designation 
thus all excavation works will have to be carried out under archaeological licence, issued by 
National Monuments in conjunction with the National Museum of Ireland. The licence 
application requires a Method Statement from the licenced archaeologist, which must detail 
all the proposed excavation and mitigating strategies. The general policy is avoidance and 
preservation in situ.  

12.2 A number of test-pits will be excavated under licence in the courtyard garden of no. 10 and 
within the footprint of the new building, where mini-piles are proposed. This will help 
establish whether the mini-piles can penetrate the ground in this location. Test-pits will also 
be excavated within the footprint of the main new building at the southern end of the plot. 
This will establish a general archaeological profile for the site. The testing programme may 
precede the demolition programme or main body of works under a licence extension as the 
results may be required to help inform design.    

12.3 Any additional inspection or looking for services, in advance of construction, will be carried 
out under archaeological licence.   

12.4 The demolition of the concrete buildings at no. 10 Castle Street will be archaeologically 
monitored under licence with special attention paid to the removal of the concrete slab.  

12.5 ¢ƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎΣ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜǎǘ ǇƻǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ 
the brick porch/lobby in the north-east angle of the chancel and nave, will be 
archaeologically monitored. This will include the concrete slab at the southern end, to the 
ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴΦ ! ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŀƴƛǘŜ ƪŜǊō ǎǘƻƴŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǎŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ 
around the path, will be removed in advance, along the path slabs. In the event additional 
grave-slabs are found, these will be recorded and the City Archaeologist informed, before 
they are moved to the graveyard.  

12.6 The laying of a compacted surface in the southern passageway will be monitored as part of 
the archaeological works. This will provide an access into the site. 

12.7 Once the site is cleared, the excavation required for the raft foundation of the new glazed 
building, to approximately 0.60m in depth, will be archaeologically resolved and this will 
include the insertion of foul drainage and access chambers to 0.90m below present ground 
level. This will expose at least two walls on the southern end, related to post-medieval 
additions attached to the chancel. The footprint of a post-medieval brick building is also 
likely to survive at the northern side of the site, the northern wall of which was found during 
the testing programme. The walls will be fully exposed and recorded, and then reduced to 
the required. The foundations below the required level will be sealed with a terram 
membrane and 804 stone, lightly compacted. In the event medieval stone foundations are 
found, related either to the medieval church or buildings associated with it, are found, 
excavation will be halted immediately and the City Archaeologist will be informed. It should 
be noted medieval footings there is a requirement to preserve medieval structures in situ.  

12.8 ¢ƘŜ ǊŜŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ 
resolved and this will involve excavation to approximately 0.20m in depth. The existing 
limestone flags, where they survive, will be removed in advance after recording. An earlier 
ƭƛƳŜǎǘƻƴŜ ŦƭŀƎƎŜŘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǿŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǎǘŜrn 
side, 0.30m below present ground level. This will be left in situ.    

12.9 The new building in no. 20 will require a reduction in level of approximately 0.30m and this 
will be archaeologically resolved as part of the programme of works.  
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12.10 The removal of the external steps into the basement will be archaeologically monitored.  

12.11 The installation of the new ramp in the southern passageway will also be archeologically 
ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊŜŘ ŀǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǾŜŘ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ.  

12.12 The insertion of services will also be archaeologically monitored especially along the 
southern passageway when the surface water will be put into existing channels. The foul 
sewer is expected to come in from no. 10 and run westwards into the north yard but that 
has not been finalized yet.  

12.13 The works to the steps in the western frontage and the installation of the new handrails will 
be monitored, as will the insertion of limecrete over the central area of the church, over the 
crypts.  

12.14 A construction methodology will be completed by the archaeologist in advance of the main 
works and agreed with the City Archaeologist. This will document the size of the site, access 
and ingress to the site, the location of the compound, the location of storage areas, how the 
spoil will be stored and removed from the site, whether contamination testing is required, 
scaffolding requirements, whether any shoring or enabling works such as props are required 
and the methodology for creating opes in the historic boundary walls. The document will 
also record whether a crane will be required and the protective works proposed for the 
church, chancel and graveyard.  

12.13  All recommendations are subject to the approval of the City Archaeologist and National 
Monuments.  

12.14 The client, Dublin City Council, is aware of the importance of this historic and 
archaeologically-rich site and the programme of works is being led by experienced 
Conservation Architects. All impacts have been carefully thought out, underpinned by best 
conservation practice, which seeks to reduce impact, where possible. The City Archaeologist, 
Dr Ruth Johnson, is involved with the programme of works and will be kept fully informed of 
all archaeological work.   
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{ƛƳǇǎƻƴΣ [Φ нллл ΨCƻǊǘȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀ-ŘƛƎƎƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ 5ǳŦŦȅΣ {Φ (editor) Medieval Dublin I 11-68. Dublin   

{ƛƳǇǎƻƴΣ [Φ нллл ŀ Ψ!ǊŎƘŀŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ŜȄŎŀǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ мп-мр ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ 5ǳōƭƛƴ нΩΣ όǳƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 
report submitted the Heritage Service and the National Museum of Ireland, on June 29th 2000.  
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Fig. 1: Site location  

  

Fig. 2: Site detail  

 

Fig. 3: The church and graveyard 
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Fig. 3.1 The surrounding environs 

 

Fig. 4: The site survey 

  



 
{ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΣ 5Φу  Monitoring report  

50 
 

 

Fig. 5: The church from the west  

 

 

  

Fig. 6: The front façade of the church   Fig. 7: The church from the south 
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Fig. 8: The east end of the church 

 

 

Fig. 9: Through the west porch, looking west and organ:   
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Fig. 10:  Sections: West end and East end (right)  

 

  

Fig. 11: The graveyard from the west    CƛƎΦ мнΥ ¢ƘŜ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƻǳǘƘ 
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Fig. 13:  Demolition in red 

 

Fig. 14: New build in blue  
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Fig. 15: Areas 1-6  

 

 

Fig. 16: The test-pits 1-18 
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CƛƎΦ мтΥ {ǘ ²ŜǊōǳǊƎƘΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŘƛŜǾŀƭ Ŏƛǘȅ 

 

 

CƛƎΦ муΥ .ǊƻƻƪƛƴƎΩǎ ƳŀǇ ƻŦ 5ǳōƭƛƴΣ мтну   
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Fig. 19: The tower in 1780 

     

 

Fig. 20 The floor plan of the nave   
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Fig. 21: The 27 crypts of the church  

 

   

Fig. 22: The nave, looking south    Fig. 23: The west end of the church  

 

   

Fig. 24: Southern gallery, looking east   Fig. 25: The east window 
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Fig. 26: The graveyard from the east       Fig. 27: The graveyard, looking to the south-east  

 

Fig. 27.1 The original alignment of graves  
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CƛƎΦ нуΥ {ǇŜŜŘΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ мсмл ƴƻΦ пм {ǘ ²ŀǊōŜǊΩǎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ  

 

CƛƎΦ нфΥ wƻŎǉǳŜΩǎ ƳŀǇΣ ŘŀǘŜŘ мтрс 

 

CƛƎΦ олΥ wƻŎǉǳŜΩǎ ƳŀǇ мтрс ŀƴŘ hǊŘƴŀƴŎŜ {ǳǊǾŜȅ мупт όǎŎŀƭŜŘύ 
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FiƎΦ омΥ wƻŎǉǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘ {ŎŀƭŜ мтто                 CƛƎΦ онΥ wƻŎǉǳŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŘ όмуптύ 

 

Fig. 33: Ordance survey, dated 1911   Fig. 34 Ordnance Survey, dated 847 

 

Fig. 34.1: Ordnance Survey and the property boundaries in red  
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Fig. 35: Area 1: Test-pits 1-5 

  

Fig. 36: The graveyard, from the south-west  Fig. 37: The graveyard from the south 

 

              

Fig. 38: Test-pit 1, from the south     Fig. 39: Location of Test-pit 1 from the south- west  
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Fig. 40: Test-pit 1, from the east  Fig. 41: The base of the precinct wall 

  

Fig. 42: Test-pit 1, from the west              Fig. 43: Test-pit 2, from the west  

   

Fig. 44: Test-pit 2, from the east  Fig. 45: Test-pit 2, the foundation 
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Fig. 46: Location of Test-pit 3 

        

Fig. 47: Test-pit 3: the culvert                      Fig. 48: Test-pit 3, the culvert 
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Fig. 49: Test-pit 3: culvert on the left 

      

Fig. 50: The iron feature, from the east           Fig. 51: The northern boundary wall (nos 1-3) 

 

 

Fig. 52: The northern boundary nos 1 and 2 
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Fig. 53: Site plan of Test-pit 4 and 5 

 

 

       

Fig. 54: Test-pit 4, from the east   Fig. 55: Test-pit 4 from the east  
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Fig. 56: Test-pit 4, Wall 1 and 2           Fig. 57: Test-pit 4, from the east  

 

 

 

Fig. 58: Test-pit 4, from the south-east   
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Fig. 59: Walls found in Test-pit 4 and 5 

 

             

Fig. 60: Test-pit 5, from the north-east                  Fig. 61: Test-pit 5, from the south-east 
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Fig. 62: Test-pit 5, from the north               Fig. 63: Test-pit 5, from the east  

 

 

 

Fig. 64: Test-pit 5, from the east  
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Fig. 65: AREA 2: Test-pits 6, 7, and 8   

        

Fig. 66: The North Yard from the east                   Fig. 67: Test-pit 6, from the north 

      

Fig. 68: Test-pit 6, from the east               Fig. 69: The earlier chamber             
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Fig. 70: Test-pit 7, from the north-east                Fig. 71: Phase I (red), II (purple) and III (blue) 

                      

Fig. 72: Test-pit 7, from the north-east         Fig. 73: The base of the heating system  

 

 

Fig. 74: Test-pit 8 
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Fig. 75: Ordnance Survey 1847                         Fig. 76: Test-pit 8, from the south  

  

Fig. 77: Test-pit 8: overhead  

                        

Fig. 78: The brick wall, from the south-west    Fig. 79: Detail of wall, east end 
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Fig. 80: The location of Wall in Test-pit 8 

 

 

Fig. 81: AREA 3: Test-pits 10, 11 and 12  
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CƛƎΦ унΥ !ŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴǘƻ {ŜȄǘƻƴΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ        CƛƎΦ уоΥ 5ƻƻǊǿŀȅΥ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ Ǿƛew 

                    

Fig. 84: The infilled window of Room 1                                         Fig. 85: Door into Room 2  

          

Fig. 86: Room 2, from the north                                        Fig. 87: Room 2: masonry detail  
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Fig. 88: Room 2, north wall        Fig. 89: Test-pit 9 from the east  

 

Fig. 90: Location of Test-pit 10 

                              

Fig. 91: Drain in the south wall, east end           Fig. 92: The capping of the drain 
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Fig. 93: The drain from the south-west                     Fig. 94: From the north-west 

                           

Fig. 95: Section 1: Overhead view                     Fig. 96: Section 1: East wall    

       

Fig. 97: From the south                                            Fig. 98: Section 2, the drain from the south-west  

 


