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1 INTRODUCTION 
This Community and Social Infrastructure Report has been prepared by Brady Shipman Martin in 
support of a planning application in accordance with Part XI of the Planning and Development Act 2000 
(as amended), by the Land Development Agency (LDA) on behalf of Dublin City Council.   

The purpose of this report is to provide an overview of the existing provision of community and social 
infrastructure in the area close to the subject site of 2.9ha (hereafter called ‘the site’.) The site is located 
in an established residential area on lands zoned ‘Z1 - Sustainable Neighbourhoods’ and is located 
within ‘Strategic Development Residential Area (SDRA) 5 – Naas Road’ under the Dublin City 
Development Plan 2022-2028. 

The proposed development will accommodate 383 no. apartments, community spaces, a creche and 
will also include for car parking, cycle parking, pedestrian and cycle links, storage, services and plant 
areas. Landscaping will include for high quality private open space, communal amenity areas and public 
open space provision. 
 
The ability of new residential development to access community facilities and services is paramount in 
maintaining sustainable communities. The primary objective of this study is to analyse whether there 
are adequate community facilities and services in the vicinity of the proposed development site to serve 
the new residents who will be moving to the area, and to ensure that the proposed development 
contributes to this offer in an inclusive manner.  
 
The report will provide an audit of the available community and social infrastructure in the area relating 
to the following categories:  
 

• Community Facilities  

• Healthcare Facilities  

• Open Space, Leisure and Recreation  

• Religious Facilities  

• Public Transport Provision  
 

Please see the accompanying Planning Report for a full detailed description of the proposed 
development. 

1.1 Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028 

The Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028, the Development Plan hereafter, recognises that 
significant housing delivery in tandem with the provision of physical and social infrastructure is required 
to meet the needs of the City and to ensure Dublin’s competitiveness as a capital city.  

Chapter 5 of the Development Plan examines the creation of quality housing and sustainable 
neighbourhoods and sets out the need for social and community infrastructure in Section 5.5.8.  
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Dublin City Council recognises that social and community infrastructure in the city’s existing and 
developing areas is a key element in the development of successful neighbourhoods and sustainable 
communities noting that “facilities like schools, health centres, childcare facilities, libraries, recreation, 
sports, cultural facilities and playgrounds can function as a focal point within their neighbourhoods.” 

With regard to social and community infrastructure and healthy place making, section 5.5.8 of the 
Development Plan sets out the following policies: 

QHSN47 – High Quality Neighbourhood and Community Facilities  

“To encourage and facilitate the timely and planned provision of a range of high-quality neighbourhood 
and community facilities which are multifunctional in terms of their use, adaptable in terms of their 
design and located to ensure that they are accessible and inclusive to all. To also protect existing 
community uses and retain them where there is potential for the use to continue.” 

QHSN48 – Community and Social infrastructure Audits 

“To ensure that all residential applications comprising of 50 or more units shall include a community 
and social audit to assess the provision of community facilities and infrastructure within the vicinity of 
the site and identify whether there is a need to provide additional facilities to cater for the proposed 
development. Refer to Section 15.8.2 of Chapter 15: Development Standards.” 

QHSN50 – Inclusive Social and Community Infrastructure 

“To support the development of social and community infrastructure that is inclusive and accessible in 
its design and provides for needs of persons with disabilities, older people, migrant communities and 
children and adults with additional needs including the sensory needs of the neurodiverse.” 

Section 15.8.2 of the Development Plan(Development Standards), sets the following parameters for 
Community and Social Audits: 

• “Identify the existing community and social provision in the surrounding area covering a 750m 
radius.  

• Assess the overall need in terms of necessity, deficiency, and opportunities to share/ enhance 
existing facilities based on current and proposed population projections.  

• Justify the inclusion or exclusion of a community facility as part of the proposed development 
having regard to the findings of the audit. 

Where it is determined that new facilities are required the following design criteria should be considered: 

• The design of the facility should allow for multi-functional use. 

• Community facilities must be located so that they are conveniently accessible by both residents 
and others who may have reason to use the facility.  

• Community facilities should be well integrated with pedestrian and cycle routes and, where they 
serve a wider community, located on or close to a quality public transport route. 

• Re-development proposals on sites containing a pre-existing community use / and / or 
recreational use should ensure that this use in terms of floor / ground space is no less than that 
on-site prior to redevelopment, and if possible, should represent increased provision. 
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• Community facilities must be accessible to all members of society including persons with 
disabilities and the elderly.” 

 

Section 15.8.3 of the Development Plan (Development Standards) outlines the requirement for a social 
and community audit with regard to school demand, stating “planning applications for over 50 dwellings 
shall be accompanied by a report identifying the demand for school places likely to be generated and 
the capacity of existing schools in the vicinity to cater for such demand.” 

Section 15.8.4 of the Development Plan (Development Standards) addresses childcare provision and 
requires that as part of the community and social audit, an assessment of childcare facilities in the 
surrounding 1km radius of the proposed development should be included.  

A separate Childcare Facilities and School Demand Assessment has been prepared by Brady Shipman 
Martin in response to Section 15.8.3 and Section 15.84 of the Development Plan.   

This Report (Community and Social Infrastructure Report) responds to Objective QHSN48 in setting out 
a Community & Social Infrastructure Audit. 

A separate Cultural Infrastructure Report has been prepared by Brady Shipman Martin to meet the 
requirements of Objective CUO30. 

1.2 Methodology 
As noted within Section 15.8.2 of the Development Plan, existing community and social infrastructure 
services within a 750m should be identified. Given the location of the site to surrounding 
neighbourhood centres of Inchicore, Ballyfermot, Kylemore and Drimnagh, a breakdown of services 
within both a 750m catchment and a 1km catchment area have been selected to provide an overall 
context of facilities in the area.  

The site is located within Inchicore B Electoral Division (ED) which has an average household size of 2.91 
(2022 Census), therefore the anticipated population of the proposed development is approximately 
910 people (see Table 2.3 below). This is further set out in Section 2.3 below. 
This report is primarily a desktop-based study using freely available information and data. The facilities 
in each category were recorded and mapped by BSM. 

 

2 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 
The demographic profile is based on population data from the Census 2022. As shown in Figure 2-1 
below, the subject site is in the Inchicore B ED within the administrative area of Dublin City Council. 
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Figure 2-1 Inchicore B ED with the Subject Site indicated in Red (Source: CSO SAP MAP 2022 and BSM Annotation 2024)  

2.1 Population Profile 

Inchicore B ED has seen continued growth since the previous Census recorded in 2016. This is consistent 
with figures of the State and Dublin City Council which increased by c. 8.1% and c. 6.9% respectively 
since 2016 as shown in Table 2-1. 

Area 2016 Population 2022 Population 2016-2022 change (%) 

State 4,761,865  5,149,139 8.1% 

Dublin City Council 554,554 592,713 6.9% 

Inchicore B ED 2,218 2,728 23% 

Table 2-1: Population Growth within the State, Dublin City Council and Inchicore B ED (Source: CSO 2016-2022).  

2.2 Average Household Size 

According to the Census 2022, there are a total of 942 households in Inchicore B ED. The average 
household size within Inchicore B ED is 2.91 people which has increased by 14.6% since 2016, as shown 
below in Table 2-2.  

Area Avg HH 2016 Avg HH 2022 % Change 

State 2.77 2.74 -0.4% 

Dublin City Council 2.48 2.48 No Change 

Inchicore B ED 2.54 2.91 14.6% 

Table 2-2: Average Household Size within the State, Dublin City Council and Inchicore B ED (Source: CSO 2016-2022). 
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2.3 Population of the Proposed Development 

The following table below outlines the unit mix; 

Unit Type: No. of Beds: Total No:  

Apartments Studio 22 

1-bed 131 
2-bed (3 persons) 30 
2-bed (4 persons) 162 
3-bed (5 persons) 38 

 Total Units: 383 no. Units 
Table 2-3: Population of Proposed Development (Source: HJL, 2025).  

As noted above, the average household size for Inchicore B ED recorded in 2022 is 2.91 people.  

Area Calculation Total 
Inchicore B 
ED 

153 no. 1 bed + studio units X 1.5 persons = 229.50 
+ 

230 no. units (exc. 1 no. bed and studio units) X 2.91 (avg. 
HH size 2022) 

 c. 898 people 

Table 2-4: Population of Proposed Development (Source: CSO, BSM Calculation 2025).  

Table 2-4 shows the anticipated population of the proposed development applying the average 
household size of Inchicore B ED (2.91).  Noting the number of studio and 1-bed units (153 no. units), 
it is expected that these will generate a smaller household size and therefore an average of 1.5 persons 
has been applied.  

Based on the above, the proposed development will generate a population of approximately 898 no. 
people.  

 

3 OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
For the purposes of this application, we have surveyed the provision of social and community 
infrastructure. This assessment entails an overview of the following essential community and social 
facilities including: 

1. Community facilities: Key community resources such as community centres, retail locations; and, 
other ancillary facilities such as post offices. 

2. Health facilities: Hospitals, General Practitioners (GP’s) and Medical Centres, Pharmacies. 
3. Open Space, leisure and recreation: Due to the quantum of facilities this category has been 

subdivided into: 
o Open Space, Parks & Playgrounds;  
o Sports Clubs and Sports Facilities – includes sports pitches, sports clubs, gyms and multi-

use facilities. 
4. Religious: Areas of worship and churches.  
5. Public Transport Links: Easily accessible public transport.  
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Further information on school provision and childcare facilities is included in the Schools Demand and 
Childcare Facilities Assessment prepared by Brady Shipman Martin and should be read in conjunction 
with this report.  

3.1 COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

3.1.1 Introduction 

Quality neighbourhoods should be responsive to the needs of local communities, play an important 
role in quality-of-life factors and foster a wider sense of community and active citizenship. Key 
community facilities are considered to include retail locations, community centres and financial  
services. 

3.1.2 Overview of Existing Facilities  

The proposed development is located within a parcel of land extending to c. 2.9ha within an established 
residential area in Bluebell, approximately 6km southwest of Dublin City centre. There is a total of 8 no. 
community services and facilities within 750m of the site with the immediately adjacent Bluebell 
Community Centre offering a wide range of facilities and services, and within a 1km radius this increases 
to 19 no. community facilities. 

The site is located in close proximity to key urban neighbourhoods of Inchicore, Ballyfermot, Kylemore 
and Drimnagh which provide an extensive range of community facilities and services which can be easily 
accessed by future residents through pedestrian and cycle infrastructure and public transport services.  

Immediately adjacent, and established in 2012, Bluebell Community centre (1) is the closest community 
facility located c. 160m east of the site. The Bluebell Community Centre is a large multi-function building 
that provides a range of facilities including, a fully fitted sports hall, two multi-use meeting rooms, six 
kitchens and storage space (see Figure 3-1 below). In 2019, a new all-weather Astro pitch was opened 
on site and is used by many of the local soccer teams, including Inchicore Athletic Football Club, The 
Cottage Celtic and AFC Belgrave Schoolboy Club.  

Several community events are held throughout the week by a non-profit organisation, Bluebell 
Community Development Project, within the complex. 

A list of activities conducted on site include: 

 Community Breakfast With DJs (Fridays 10:00am – 12:00pm) Monday  
 Music Party With The CDP Band (Mondays 10:00am – 12:00pm)  
 Weekly Community Lotto (Tickets Available Wednesday to Friday From 10:00am – 12:00pm at 

the local shops)  
 Daily Outreach  
 Weekend Meal Support  
 Women’s Group Coffee morning (Tuesday 10:30am – 12:00pm)  
 Holistic Healing (by appointment only)  
 Art Class (Tuesdays 10:30am – 12:30pm)  
 Chair Aerobics (Thursday 10:00am – 11:30am)  
 Fishing Workshop (Monthly – Next One TBC – 12:30pm)  
 Daily Care and Repair Services  
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 After School Clubs to Summer Camps in July for children aged from 5yrs up to 12yrs 
 Range of fitness activities for adults. 

 
 

 
  Figure 3-1 Bluebell Community Centre (1) – Source: Bluebell Community Centre Website, 2024.  

Often community centres and facilities offer multiple uses and services from the one building, this includes 
Canal Communities Regional Addiction Service (17) and Community Lynks Project (18) operating from 
Oblates Basketball Club and Hall when not in use by the Oblates Basketball Club.  

As part of the community facilities within 750m of the site, there are a range of convenience stores and local 
retail services which will serve the day-today needs of the future population and are included in Table 3-1 
below.  Centra Bluebell (4) is the closest convenience store to the site, located c. 0.38km from the site.
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           Figure 3-2:   Community Facilities within 750m and 1km of the Subject Site (Source: Google Earth, BSM Annotation, 2025). 
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No.  Community Facility: Facility Type:   Address:  Distance (Linear): 
0m – 750m  
1 Bluebell Youth and Community Centre Community Centre 12 Bluebell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 12. c.0.12km 

2 Canal Communities Regional Youth Service – Bluebell Youth 
Project 

Community Service Bluebell Youth and Community Centre, 12 Bluebell Road, Dublin 
12. 

c.0.12km 

3 St John of Gods Bluebell Community Service / 
Support Services 

8 Bluebell Avenue, Inchicore, Dublin 12.  c.0.26km 

4 Centra Bluebell  Convenience / Local 
Shop 

La Touche Road, Bluebell Avenue, Inchicore, Dublin 12 c. 0.38km 

5 Turas Training  Community Service / 
Support Services 

Unit C1 Bluebell Business Centre, Old Nass Road, Dublin 12. c.0.39km 

6 EuroGiant  Retail  Euro Giant, Royal Liver Retail Park, Dublin 12.  c. 0.50km  

7 Bluebell Community Development Project Learning Hub  Community Service Bernard Curtis House, 1 Bluebell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 12. c.0.51km 

8 Spar Kylemore Convenience / Local 
Shop 

12 Kylemore Road, Inchicore, Dublin 12.  c. 0.58km 

750m – 1km 
9 Applegreen Service Station  Convenience / Local 

Shop and Service 
Station 

90 Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 8.  c.0.82km 

10 Kens Butchers Convenience / Local 
Shop  

201 Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 8.  c. 0.83km 

11 Nearby  Convenience / Local 
Shop 

199 Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 8.  c.0.85km 

12 Spar Convenience / Local 
Shop 

49 Decies Road, Dublin 10.  c. 0.87km 

13 Scoops Convenience / Local 
Shop 

82 Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 8. c. 0.87km  
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             Table 3-1  An Overview of Community Facilities within the 750m and 1km Catchment Area (Source: Google Earth, BSM, 2025). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14 An Post Ballyfermot Post Office 199 Decies Road, Dublin 10. c.0.88km 

15 Able Project  Youth Service 201 Decies Rd, Decies, Dublin 10. c.0.88km 

16 Markiewicz Community Centre Community Centre 205 Decies Road, Dublin 10. c.0.88km 

17 Canal Communities Regional Addiction Service Community Service/ 
Support Services 

Oblates Basketball Club, Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 8. c.0.96km 

18 Community Lynks Project Community Service Oblates Basketball Hall, Tyrconnell Road, Inchicore, Dublin 8. c.0.98km 

19 Ballyfermot Youth Services Limited  Youth Service 41 Decies Road, Dublin 10.  c.1km 
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3.2 HEALTHCARE  

3.2.1 Introduction 

Healthcare within the catchment area is provided by a range of different organisations including public, 
voluntary, and private agencies. The Health Services Executive is the primary agency responsible for 
delivering health and personal social services in Ireland.  

The proposed development is located in close proximity to Dublin’s wide range of health facilities (c. 
6km / c.20 minute drive-time to Dublin City Centre) and is close to the national motorway network, and 
public transport provision. This provides access to national public hospitals, private hospitals, high-tech 
hospitals, accident and emergency services, psychiatric hospitals, rehabilitation centres, orthopaedic 
hospital, and hospices. 

3.2.2 Overview of Existing Facilities 

A total of 10 no. healthcare services are provided within 1km of the site including pharmacies, dentists; 
Nursing Home; and specialised healthcare services. Within 750m from the site, there are a total of 5 
no. healthcare facilities which are easily accessible.  

It is acknowledged that there are no healthcare/ medical centres or GP surgeries within 750m of the 
site, however Long Mile Medical Centre is located c. 1.09km from the site (c. 18 minute walk / c. 6 
minute drive) and Galtymore Medical Centre and Inchicore Medical Centre are located further beyond 
approximately  c. 1.27km and 1.49km from the site.  

St. James’s Hospital is located approximately 2.8km from the site and provides a range of outpatient 
services, clinical services, emergency department (A&E) and specialised services.  In addition, the new 
Children’s Hospital is currently being constructed adjacent to St. James’s Hospital which and is expected 
to open in 2025 comprising inpatient, outpatient and urgent care paediatric services.  
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         Figure 3-3:   Healthcare Facilities within 750m and 1km of the Subject Site (Source: Google Earth, BSM Annotation, 2025) 
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No: Healthcare Facility: Facility Type: Address:  Distance (Linear):  
0m - 750m 
1. O'Grady Sports Therapy Physiotherapy  103 Bluebell Rd, Bluebell Ave, Inchicore, Dublin 12, D12 FK35 c. 0.19km 

2. Bluebell Pharmacy  Pharmacy  12 La Touche Rd, Inchicore, Bluebell, Co. Dublin, D12 XV97 c. 0.37km 
3. Alethea Holistic & Healing 

Services 
Holistic Healing Unit 1C (b) Bluebell Business Center, Old Naas Road, Dublin 12 c. 0.39km 

4. The LittleJohn Centre Osteopath Unit 1A2, Bluebell Business Centre, Old Naas Rd, Bluebell, Dublin 12, D12 XV7K c. 0.43km 
5. Admire 3D Dental Dentist Dun Mhuire House Waverly Office Park, Old Naas Rd, Bluebell, Dublin, D12 W6WE c. 0.75km 
750m - 1km 
6. Lindsay Clearly  Physical Therapy  145 Cremona Rd, Decies, Ballyfermot, Co. Dublin, D10 CH61 c. 0.83km 
7. Sensory Kids Paediatric 

therapy Services 
Paediatric Therapy 
Services 

Unit 6, Long Mile Road Business Park, Walkinstown, Dublin 12, D12 XV0C c. 0.85km 

8. Polski Fizjoterapeuta Physical Therapy  Unit 7c, Business Park, Long Mile Rd, Walkinstown, Dublin 12 c. 0.85km 
9. Crowley’s Pharmacy  Pharmacy  207 Decies Rd, Decies, Dublin, D10 HX30 c. 0.87km 
10. The Croft Nursing Home 

(Silver Stream Healthcare 
Group) 

Nursing Home 2 Goldenbridge Walk, Inchicore, Dublin 8, D08 AY24 c. 0.96km  

Table 3-2 An overview of Healthcare Facilities within the 750m and 1km Catchment Area (Source: Google Earth, BSM Annotation 2025) 
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3.3  OPEN SPACE, LEISURE AND RECREATION 

3.3.1 Introduction 

Quality recreation, leisure and amenity facilities have a fundamental impact on the quality of life in a 
place. It can improve social integration and cohesiveness. Sporting, recreation and leisure activities are 
of primary importance to the quality of life enjoyed by residents.  

The immediate area has a vast amount of open space suitable for walking/ hiking, running, cycling and 
sport activities. The area contains a diverse range of open spaces, for the purposes of this study, open 
space and recreational facilities including recreational walks and areas, parks, playgrounds, multi-use 
games areas, sports pitches and outdoor gyms. In addition, there are multiple gyms and leisure facilities 
in the area which provide access to many health and fitness resources. 

This section of the report is divided into 2 no. sections, Open Space, Parks and Playgrounds and Sports 
and Fitness Facilities. These are categorised as follows:  
 

 Open Space, Parks & Playgrounds: Open natural areas, formal parks and children’s play spaces.  

 Sports & Fitness Facilities: Sporting clubs, Sports pitches/spaces, and Multi-functional Facilities.  

3.3.2 Open Space, Parks and Playgrounds 

The proposed development will provide for 10% public open space, which is in excess of the national 
and local development plan requirements. In addition, a c. 5,000sqm western corridor park is provided, 
which will provide additional open space not counted for in the open space provision calculations. 

The site has access to a variety of public open spaces that are easily accessible by walking and cycling. 
Within the 1km catchment area there are approximately 5 no. public open spaces and playgrounds for 
future residents to avail of within 1km of which 4 no. public open spaces and playgrounds are within 
750m from the site.  See below Figure 3-4 and Table 3-3. 

Grand Canal Way (1) bounds the site to the north and is approximately 132km in length and connects 
Dublin City Centre with the River Shannon via Tullamore and a number of other towns and villages.  The 
Grand Canal Way provides a recreational walkway following the canals original towpath.  

Two large parks, Lansdowne Valley (3) and Markievicz Park (5), were also identified within 750m and 
1km of the site, respectively.  Lansdowne Valley is a linear public park located c. 600m east from the 
site and includes a municipal pitch and putt course and outdoor gym equipment.  Markievicz Park is 
located c. 960m north of the site and includes a playground, an all-weather football court, soccer 
pitches, changing facilities and a tree trail.     
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Figure 3-4:   Parks and Playgrounds within the 750m and 1km Catchment Area (Source: Google Earth, BSM Annotation 2025). 
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  Table 3-3 Parks and Open Space within 750m and 1km of the Subject Site (Source: Google Earth, BSM Annotation 2025). 

No: Parks & Playground: Address: Distance (km): 
0m - 750m 
1. Grand Canal Way Grand Canal Way, Dublin.  c. 0.08km 
2. Bluebell Park and Playground  46 La Touche Road, Inchicore, Dublin 12. c. 0.30km 
3. Lansdowne Valley  Inchicore, Dublin. c. 0.60km 
4. Jim Mitchell Park Railway Avenue, Inchicore, Dublin c. 0.65km 
750m - 1km 
5. Markievicz Park & Playground  Decies Road,, Dublin 10.  c. 0.96km 
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3.3.3 Sports Clubs and Sports Facilities 

There are approximately 16 no. sports club and sports facilities within 1km of the site, including gyms, 
sports clubs, and sports pitches. A  total of 8 facilities and services (50%) are located within 750m of 
the site. These are illustrated and listed below in Figure 3-5 and Table 3-4. 

The surrounding lands of the site contain a range of sport facilities including Bernard Curtis Park (1) 
which is a large football pitch situated c.0.21km east to the site, The Fitness Factory (2) and Unit 5 
Strength and Fitness (3), which are both large gyms located between c. 0.44km – c. 0.60km to the west 
of the site.  
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Figure 3-5:  Sports Facilities and Clubs within 750m and 1km of the Subject Site (Source: Google Earth, BSM Annotation 2025) 
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Table 3-4  Sports Facilities and Clubs within the 750m and 1km Catchment Area (Source: Google Earth, BSM Annotation 2025). 

 

 

No: Sports Facilities and Clubs: Type: Address: Distance (Linear): 
0 - 750m 
1. Bernard Curtis Park Sports Pitches  Inchicore, Dublin 12. c.0.21km 
2. The Fitness Factory Gym Bluebell Business Centre, Unit 8, Inchicore, Dublin 12.  c.0.44km 
3. Unit 5 Strength and Fitness Gym Inchicore, Dublin 12.  c.0.60km 
4. Jsbjj Kylemore Jiu Jitsu Club Motorcity, 5b Kylemore Road, Bluebell, Dublin 12.  c.0.60km 
5. Royal Recovery Rooms Gym, Training and 

Recovery Centre 
Kylemore Park S, Kylemore, Dublin 10. c.0.65km 

6. Reform Personal Training and Fitness  Personal Trainer  Kylemore Park S, Kylemore, Dublin 10. c.0.66km 
7. Alexandre Fitness  Jiu Jitsu and MMA Club Kylemore Park S, Kylemore, Dublin 10.  c.0.66km 
8. Colosseum Gym Gym Kylemore Park S, Kylemore, Dublin 10. c.0.66km 
750m - 1km 
9. Champion Material Arts and Fitness Martial Arts Club Finches Industrial Park, Long Mile Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12. c.0.77km 
10. The Rink at D12 Roller Rink Finches Industrial Park, Long Mile Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12.  c.0.81km 
11. Altipeak J9 Gym Unit 7, Long Mile Road, Dublin 12.  c.0.81km 
12. ABS Solution Fitness Gym Staybarr House, Kylemore Park N, Dublin 10.  c.0.86km 
13. Fitlinks Fitness Gym Kylemore Park N, Kylemore, Dublin 10.  c.0.86km 
14. Energie Fitness Drimnagh Gym Lansdowne Gate, Lansdowne Gate Business Centre, Long Mile Road, 

Dublin 12. 
c.0.95km 

15. Realt Dearg GAA GAA Club Drimnagh Castle, Monastery, Long Mile Road, Dublin 12. C.0.95km 
16. Olbate Basketball Club  Basketball Club Tyrconnell Rd, Inchicore, Dublin 8.  c.0.97km 
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3.4 RELIGIOUS FACILITIES 

3.4.1 Introduction 

The predominant religion in the Republic of Ireland is Christianity, with the largest church being the 
Catholic Church. The second largest Christian denomination, the Church of Ireland (Anglican) has more 
recently experienced an increase, as have other small Christian denominations. 

In the 2022 census, 3,515,861 (69.1%) of the population identified as ‘Roman Catholic’ in comparison 
to 3,696,644 people in 2016 (79%), total number of people identifying as Roman Catholics fell by 
approximately 5% (180,783 people) between 2016 and 2022.  

Within the Inchicore B ED, a total of 1,335 no. people (49%) identified as Roman Catholic and is the 
most prominent religion within the ED as shown below in Table 3-5 below: 

Religion Population 
Catholic 1,335 (49%) 
Other stated religion 422 (15%) 
No religion 271 (10%) 
Not stated 700 (26%) 
Total 2,728 (100%) 

Table 3-5: Population by Religion in Inchicore B ED (Source: CSO, 2022). 

3.4.2 Overview of Existing Facilities  

There are a total of 4 no. religious facilities within 750m of the site as set out below in Table 3-6 and 
illustrated in Figure 3-6, and a further 2 no. facilities within the 1km radius. The majority of the churches 
within the area are for Christian denominations. Those of other religions such as Islam, Hindu or 
Buddhism would have to travel outside of Bluebell to practice publicly.   
 
There a number of community centres linked to religious organisations which could also act as places 
of worship, in addition to hosting religious events.  Bluebell Community Centre (c.0.12km from site) 
facilitates Liberty Church weekly on Sundays.  
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   Figure 3-6 Religious Facilities within the 750m and 1km Catchment Area (Source: Google Earth, BSM Annotation 2025). 
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No.  Religious Facility Religion Address Distance (Linear) 
0m - 750m 
1 Our Lady of the Wayside Catholic Church 118 Naas Rd, Inchicore, Dublin 12. c.0.33km 
2 Winners Chapel International Dublin Christian Naas Road Industrial Park, Unit 4c, Old Naas Road, Dublin 12. c.0.39km 
3 Rescue Church Christian (Polish 

Church) 
Naas Road Business Park, 19a Muirfield Drive, Inchicore, Dublin 12. c.0.49km 

4 Victory Outreach Dublin Church Non-denominational Unit 11 & 12 Westlink Industrial Estate, Ballyfermot, Dublin 10 c.0.62km 
750m - 1km 
5 Romanian Orthodox Church Ireland 

(Central Misionar)  
Orthodox Christian  Long Mile Road, Walkinstown, Dublin 12 c.0.95km 

6 Oblate Church of Mary Immaculate Catholic  Tyrconnell Rd, Inchicore, Dublin 8.  c.0.95km 
Table 3-6: Overview of Existing Religious Facilities within the 750m and 1km Catchment Area (Source: Google Earth, 2025)
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3.5 TRANSPORT LINKS 

3.5.1 Introduction 

A Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area, 2022-2042 has been prepared and published by the 
National Transport Authority in accordance with Section 12 of the Dublin Transport Authority Act, 2008. 
The overarching goal of this transport strategy is to “provide a sustainable, accessible and effective 
transport system for the Greater Dublin Area which meets the region’s climate change requirements, 
serves the needs of urban and rural communities, and supports economic growth”.  
Four primary objectives have been set out as part of this strategy:  
 

 An Enhanced Natural and Built Environment  

 Connected Communities and a Better Quality of Life 

 A Strong Sustainable Economy  

 An Inclusive Transport System  
 
The proposed development is in an area with easy access to various transport routes and means and is 
strategically located with regard to existing and proposed active travel and public transport projects 
including, Luas, Dublin Bus, Go-Ahead Bus, the GDA Cycle Network Plan, Busconnects Programme and 
DART+.  
 
A full Traffic and Transport Assessment (TTA) has been prepared by CS Consulting Group and is enclosed 
as part of this application. This TTA has been the primary source of traffic and sustainable travel 
methods information contained in this report. 

3.5.2 Overview of Existing Transport Links  

The subject site is strategically located within a five-minute walk to several public transport options 
served by the Luas Redline, Go-Ahead Ireland and Dublin Bus. The proposed development is also 
located within a c. 15-20 minute walk of 2 no car sharing facilities located on Long Mile Road and 
Kylemore Park N. An overview of existing public transport links is set out under individual headings 
below: 

LUAS SERVICES: 

The proposed development is located approximately a 5-minute walk (c.0.46km) from the Bluebell 
Redline Luas Stop served by 2 no. principal lines with connect to one another at Abbey 
Street/Marlborough Street/ O’Connell Street in Dublin City Centre.  The Luas redline runs from Dublin 
Docklands to Tallaght/ Saggart: 

 
Figure 3-7 Luas Redline routes from Bluebell Luas Stop (Source: Transportation Strategy report prepared by CS Consulting 
Group, 2025) 

In addition, the Blackhorse Luas stop is located within a c.10-minute walk from the subject site 
(c.0.60km).  Both of these stops are served by trams every 3-4 minutes during peak intervals.  
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BUS SERVICES: 

Bus stops are located within a c. 5-minute walk of the proposed development on Bluebell Avenue (c. 
0.50km) and are served by Dublin Bus routes 13, 68, 69 and connects the site to Dublin City Centre. 

In addition, there are 2 no. bus routes located on Kylemore Avenue, a c. 10-minute walk from the 
subject site (c.0.50 - c.0.60km) and are served by Route S4 operated by Go-ahead Ireland, upgraded 
under the BusConnects programme, and connects the site to Liffey Valley Shopping Centre and 
University College Dublin (UCD).  

 
Figure 3-8 Bus Services and Service Frequency in the vicinity of Bluebell (Source: TTA prepared by CS Consulting Group, 
2025) 

TRAIN SERVICES: 

Heuston Railway Station is also located within a C. 10 minute bicycle journey from the subject site.  
Heuston Railway Station is also served by the Luas redline as discussed above and is 8 no. stops from 
Bluebell Luas Stop (Bluebell Luas stop – Heuston Luas Stop).  

Heuston Railway Station connects the site to many towns and cities through intercity rail services to 
Cork, Waterford, Galway and Limerick.  Commuter services also terminate at Heuston Railway Station.  
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Figure 3-9 Heuston Railway Services (Source: Transportation Strategy report prepared by CS Consulting Group, 2025) 

3.5.3 Overview of Proposed Transport Links 

The subject site will benefit from proposed future transport links and projects within the vicinity 
including NTA cycle network upgrades, BusConnects, MetroLink and DART+ Programme.  These 
proposed future transport links are set out under individual headings below:  
 
NTA CYCLE NETWORK UPGRADES: 

The GDA Cycle Network Plan 2022-2042 sets out the Urban Network, Inter-Urban Network and Green 
Route Networks for each of the seven Local Authorities within the Greater Dublin area.  

The GDA Cycle Network Plan proposes a primary cycle route 7B and a Greenway N10 (Grand Canal 
Greenway) directly north of the subject site.  It is also proposed that a secondary cycle lane 7D is 
implemented along Naas Road to the south of the site as shown below in Figure 3-10: 

 
Figure 3-10:   Greater Dublin Area Cycle Network Plan (2022) Bluebell Map (Source: Transportation Strategy report 
prepared by CS Consulting Group, 2024) 

 

BUSCONNECTS PROGRAMME: 



Bluebell Waterways, Dublin 12 
Community & Social Infrastructure Report 
 
 

30  
    

Under the NTA BusConnects project, other city bound route 58 (Rathcoole - City Centre - Dublin Port) 
is proposed to run along Naas Road in the vicinity of the development site and shall have a midday 
frequency of approx. 60 minutes, while D Spine bus routes shall run along Long Mile Road and Naas 
Road with a midday frequency of 4-minutes. Orbital route S4 (Liffey Valley - Ballyfermot - Crumlin - 
Milltown - UCD) is also proposed to run along Long Mile Road and Naas Road with mid-day frequencies 
of 10-15 minutes. 

These routes are set out below in Figure 3-11 and further details are set out in the Traffic and Transport 
Assessment prepared by CS Consulting Group.  

 

 
Figure 3-11 Bus Connects Proposal (Source: Transportation Strategy report prepared by CS Consulting Group, 2024) 

METROLINK: 

MetroLink is a high capacity, high-frequency heavy rail line running from Swords to Charlemont, linking 
Dublin Airport, Irish Rail, DART, Dublin Bus and Luas services and thereby creating a fully integrated 
public transport network in the Greater Dublin Area. 

Whilst the proposed MetroLink does not serve the site directly, the Bluebell Luas redline is within a 5-
minute walk and will provide suitable links to the metro station, especially the proposed O’Connell 
Street metro station.  

 

DART+ PROGRAMME 

The DART+ Programme consists of a series of proposals that aim to modernise and improve the existing 
rail services in the Greater Dublin Area (GDA). It will provide a sustainable, electrified, reliable and more 
frequent rail service, improving capacity on rail corridors serving Dublin. 

The DART+ Programme will serve Dublin City Centre (Connolly and Spencer Dock) to: 

• Maynooth and M3 Parkway 
• Hazelhatch and Celbridge 
• Drogheda 
• Greystones 
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Given the connectivity of the site to the rail wider network via the Bluebell Luas red Line located within 
5-minutes’ walk of the subject site, all parts of the DART+ programme will be of benefit to the proposed 
development site. 

It is concluded that the site is very well served by public transport provision. 

 

FUTURE LUAS DEVELOPMENT 

The DCC Development Plan 2022-2028 indicates a possible Lucan LUAS light rail line traversing the 
development site along the south-eastern boundary (Bluebell Road) as shown in Fig: 3-12 below. This 
option of LUAS line has been prioritized for the design of the proposed development. 

Figure 3-12 Extract of Map J from DCC Development Plan 2022-2028 indicating future Luas line
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4 CONCLUSION 
This report has analysed the provision of community facilities, healthcare facilities, parks, open space 
and sports facilities, religious facilities and public transport provision within a 750m – 1km catchment 
area in accordance with Objective QHSN50 of the Dublin City Development Plan 2022-2028.  

Overall, the lands at Bluebell, and the wider catchment area encompassing parts of Inchicore, 
Ballyfermot, Kylemore and Drimnagh, possess a range of physical, cultural and social facilities.  The 
proposed development will stitch into the already established residential area of Inchicore and will 
contribute to providing social and cultural facilities.  (For further details in relation to childcare and 
education, please refer to the Childcare Facilities and School Demand Assessment and the Cultural 
Infrastructure Report prepared by Brady Shipman Martin.)  

The proposed development site is located immediately adjacent to the Bluebell Youth & Community 
Centre, and to Our Lady of the Wayside National School, in addition to local parks and playing pitches.  

The development proposes the provision of 3 no. community/cultural units to be provided which allow 
for multi-functional use, with a total floor area of 651 sq.m with a further c. 1,668 sq.m of external uses 
as set out below, in addition to a crèche of c. 289 sq.m. In line with Development Plan requirements 
(Obj QHSN47), these spaces are “multifunctional in terms of their use, adaptable in terms of their design 
and located to ensure that they are accessible and inclusive to all.” Furthermore, the provision responds 
to Obj QHSN50 and section 15.8.2 of the Development Plan in relation to accessibility, inclusivity, and 
re-incorporation of existing facilities on site. 
 

Community, Arts and Cultural Spaces 

Internal Space sq.m 

Block 2 – Community Use 1 281 sq.m 

Block 3B – Community Use 2 102 sq.m 

Block 4B – Community Use 3  271 sq.m  

External Space sq.m  

Bungalow Community Terrace / Garden 154 sq.m 

Community Gardens – Allotments  1,500 sq.m  

TOTAL:  2,308 sq.m 

Figure 4-1:   Proposed Community, Arts and Cultural Spaces (Source: HJL, 2025) 

The total amount of community, arts and cultural space provided (c. 2,319 sq.m) equates to a total of 
c. 9.1% of the overall net residential floor area (c. 25,444 sq.m) which exceeds the 5% requirement set 
out in Objective COU25 of the Development Plan.  There is an existing bungalow dwelling on site which 
runs various community facilities and will be demolished as part of the proposed development.  The 
services and users of the bungalow will be relocated to ground floor level of Block 2 with an adjoining 
external area in the form of a community terrace.  
 



 Bluebell Waterways, Dublin 12 
  Community & Social Infrastructure Report 

 

33 
 

From the assessment of existing and permitted facilities above and the proposed provision of 
community and cultural space, we submit that the proposed development will contribute to the 
achievement of community objectives and will enable the future vitality of the area.  
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